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ERRATA. 

VoL.L page line 

14. ly* /or f&mekil, reaJ£amckiU 
— 2i.ybrfefor, readCefou 
18. II. /or we, read mc. 
56. 22* y^r martis, readMSLttis. 
66. 2. /or hzuTf /ead haue. 
57. //j^.ycr woddls, r^^^woddis. 
122. 16. yor thraw in, read thTamam 
150. note. /or 1 5 1 2, r^tf// 1 5 1 3» 
Jil*lqft.,/orzx^^ read Sine f 
lij.me* the date mufl be i J179 as Albany did 
not leave Scotland till that year. 
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T O THE 



EARL OF BUCHAN. 



M Y L O R D, 

AN opportunity at length ^rifes of pub- 
licly teftifying my gratitude for at- 
tentions, and affiftance, lent to my literary 
labours, and to this in particular. The tran- 
fcript of Lindfay's Interludes, made under 
your Lordftiip's eye, is one of the fmalleft 
proofs of your laudable regard for the antiqui- 
.ties of your country. 

On the Continent, my Lord, numerous 

are the noblemen who are warmly attached 

a 3 to 
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to literary purfuits, and who patronife thofe 
departments of fcience which are facred to 
the few. Since the degrading rejgn of the 
fecorid Charles, when vice firft became falhi* 
onable in this country, and profligacy was 
the badge of a cavalier, the Britilh Empire 
has formed rather a contraft in this refpeft, 
tho with many great and glorious excep- 
tions. At prefent the exorbitant fums 
expended by our princes, and potentates, in 
the encouragement of the rifing arts of jockey- 
Ihip, gambling, and boxing, defervedly at- 
tradt the gratitude of all literary men, whofc 
exertions will doubtlefs fecure the warmed 
applaufe of pofterity. Literature will always 
attend to its own interefts ; and, in truth, we 
have too many books : but how can even the 
public money be better applied, than in the 
encouragement of the noble fciences above- 
mentioned ? If our antiquaries who have 
weight, and our philofophers who have met- 
tle, do not chufe to enter the area with the 
pugilifts; if our poets refufe to. exchange 
Fegafus for a good raccrhorfe at Newmarket} 

if 



( vii > 

if our writers in general will iiot abandon 
the ink-horn for the dite-boX; who is to 
blame ? Of what account are talents^ if not 
(exerted in the proper department ? 

Leaving this ironical vein, into ^diich the 
fubjeft has betrayed me, permit me to congra- 
tulate your Lordftiip, as one of thofe few no- 
blemen^ who confer the moft lafting honour 
on themfelvcs, by promoting the interefts of 
hterature. In our northerh region, in parti- 
cular, this applaufe becomes the more va- 
luable, as not only few of your exaltecl rank, 
but far from many of oth* ftations, pay 
any regard to the ancient literature of their 
country* If we look into the mental trea- 
fures of other nations, we Ihall^ perhaps, 
find that lefs has been done for the real anti* 
quities of Scotland, for her ancient hiftory, 
poetry, laws, manners, monuments, than for 
thofe of any other kingdom of Europe. It is 
rifible enough to hear us lamenting the lofs 
of our records, while wc pay not the fmall- 
eft attention to thofe that remain. Nay, 
a 4 fucb 
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fuch is our fate, that^ if a man arife to redeem 
our ancient hiftory and poetry from negledt, 
thofe who do nothing themfelve? will ob- 
ftruft and revile him ; and will rather de- 
light to dwell on his fmall errors, incident to 
all human works, than. to approve his well-- 
meant endeavours, or obfcure them by pro- 
duSions more laborious and correft. Our 
late ingenious friend. Dr. Stuart, has ob- 
served, that our antiquities are negledled, 
becaufe they yield no money : it is, indeed, 
to be regretted, that the reputation of the 
toilette and the drawing-room, and confide- 
rations of prefent gain, are by fo many pre- 
ferred to the reludlant yet perpetual fame of 
folid literature ; which, like the oak, grows 
flowly, but oppofes its Hern branches to the 
ftornis of a thoufand winters* '^ 

Yet, as the progrefs of civilization and 
induftry muft increafe the wealth of our 
country, and many individuals muft, in courfe, 
arife, who may have a patriotic attachment 
to our antiquities, attended by a fortune, 

which 
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which may feparate their ftudies from any 
pecuniary confideration, it is to be hoped, 
that the courfe of another century may re- 
deem this defed:. In a region, which has 
compenfated for the latenefs of its literature 
by its rapid advances, . and which boafts of 
Humes, Robertfons, Smiths, CuUens, Beat- 
ties, Blairs, and of tnany other eminent 
names, it is not to be fuppofed, that the de- 
partment of antiquities will be for ever neg- 
ledted. Even now. Sir David Dalrymple 
may be named as an antiquary of the firfl: 
clafs, who treats fubjedts of importance with 
great information and accuracy. 

Hardly can any department of genius, or 
fcience, be mentioned in which our country- 
men have not gained fame, except epic 
poetry, comedy ; and the laborious provin- 
ces of antiquities, and works of profound 
erudition. If we add to thefe, painting and 
fculpture, a complete lift of our deficiencies 
in the fine arts will be given; and, per- 
haps, a ftimulus added for fuccefsful at- 
tempts 



t^itipts in thefe untrodden paths. 1 miiA 
confefs, that the negleft of our antiquities 
was one great argument with me to enter 
that thorny field ; and that it appears to me 
a kiiid of patriotifm for a man to attempt to 
fupply any branch of his native literature, 
which is particularly deficient. There arel 
who regard the fludy of antiquities as art 
extravagant defire of knowledge, or an ex- 
curfion of conjecture. Yet Common Senfe 
didlates, that the firft attention ought to bci 
paid to obfc'ire periods, except we mean to 
rival thofe profound commentators, who only 
illuftrate paflages already clfear. Narrow 
minds have limited views ; but from the dic- 
tates of good fenfe, and the example of great 
^and wife men of ancient and modern times, 
a mote rational curiofity cannot be entertain*- 
ed than that of tracing the origin, early 
hiftory, poetry, mariners, arts, &c. of our* 
progenitors. But what wonder, if thefe be 
forgotten in Scotland, while, amid a nume-« 
rous and opulent body of lawyers, no man 
has yet appeared to give even a genuine 
, 5 edition 



cditioo of our ancient iaws, tho many manu-* 
fcripCs be extant; and it be well known 
that Skene's work is die moft mutilated and 
difguifM compilation that was ever, obtru- 
ded upon the public patience ? 

After fiich an incredible in(bnce of in- 
attention to our mc^ important antiqui- 
ties^ and to our national reputation, it 
would be vain to add other examples. 
Yet your Lordfhip will excufe my barely 
mentioning that, as the laft century of our 
, literature is extremely defedtive, and prefents 
a ftrange fliade between the irradiation of 
the fixteenth century and of this, it is to 
be wilhed, that the manufcript labours of 
Sir Robert Gordon, Sir John Scott, Drum- 
mond of Hawthornden, Thomas Crawford, 
Sir James Balfour, David Hume, David 
Buchanan, and other writers on our anti-* 
quities, belonging to that century, were col-^ 
lefted and publilhed, as a tribute of gra* 
titude and applaufe to thofe ingenious men, 
and as fupplying a defeft in the chain of 

our 
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our literary hiftory. It is to be hoped, that 
your refpeftable Society of Antiquaries may 
efteem fuch a work worthy of their aiten^ 
tion. 

It is unneceffary, my Lord, to juftify this 
addrefs, by enumerating your well-known 
endeavours to promote the ftudy of our na- 
tional antiquities. My particular gratitude i 
muft beg leave to repeat. 

I have the honour to be, with great 
refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's much obliged, 

and moft faithful fervant, 

JOHN PINKERTON. 
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A S the mifcdlaneous nature of the prefent materials 
•^^^ little deferves the regular name of a preface, it is 
thought more proper to ufe this new bat juft title, inftead 
oF the exotic term Prolegomena. To preferve however 
fome kind of arrangement, a few remarks (hall firfl be 
ofiered on the pieces here publi(hed ; and then, as the 
editor regards thefe volumes as his laft effort for the re- 
covery and preiervation of antient Scotifh poetry, he fhall 
beg leave to fubmit fome fupplemental illuflrations on 
this fubje^l. 

The iirft pieccj intituled T^he Tales of the Priejis of 
Peebles^ is printed from a copy belonging to Mr. Gough. 
My refpedtable and ingenious friecd, Francis Douce, Efq. 
has a fragment of this fcarce tra6l, boand up with '* Ane 
godlie Dream, cotapylit in Scottifh Meter, by M. M. 
Gentelwoman in Culros.** Edinburgh, Charteris, 1603, 
4to« This is apparently the firil edidon of Lady Culros's 

dream. 
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dream, concerning which fee << SeleA Scotiih Ballads,** 
Vol* I. p. zxxvii. edit. ^d. and ** Maitland Poems," 
Vol. I. p. cxsiYU in which laft (he is erroneoufly put, 
among the poet$ of tjbe middle of the feventeenth cen- 
tury. It feems yery doubtful that ihe could ^e the mo- 
ther of Colyii the poet, who wrote it is believed about 
the year 1690 : nor could her name be Elizabeth MelviL 
The Tales of the Prieits of Peebles appear, from internal 
^idepce, to h^ve been writtien before the year 1491, ^ 
obferved in the Maitland Poem^, p. c. becaiiffe the king*? 
dom of Granada is mentioned as not yet ChriHianf The ' 
merie faiks^ mentioned in the d^le-ps^gf, are in proie, 
and printed in a fmall letter on the ni^gin : they ^% taken 
from George Peele's Tales, and are omitted as the wOrk 
of an Engliih author, written a century after the poem* 
It is hardly necefTary to remark that thefe tales of th« 
priefls are more moral than facetious ; and th^t their chief 
Iherit confii^s in a naif delineation of ancient manners^ 
Conjc^ure may well fgppofe that they wf re partly in* 
tended to chaflife the weak government of James UX 
fiain in I488« ^ 

7he Palice of Hmour^ by Qawin Dou^as, is pro^ 
bably founded on the Sejimr tP Honneur by St. Gelais ; a 
work which muft be carefully diflinguiftied from his Fergier. 
0p Honnev,r^ in whicH lail he only giveff a poetic hiilory 
of the expedition ef Charles VIII againft Naples^ This 
poem ^f Dougla9, amid many defedls, has great merit 
for the age in which it was written. For the edition of 
J^ndon, 1553, this work is indebted to the learned edi- 
tor of the Reliques of Ancient £ngljih Poetry. In the 

plat^' 
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plate prefixt to this volame may be ibund Tarioos fi^i* 
ttties of Gawin Dooglas, taken from his letters -in thf 
Cotton LH>rar7, Caligula, B. VI. &c* 
' Thofe very fcarce pieces of Sir David Lindiay, his 
l^ory rf Squire Meldrum,* and his PZoy, are the next in 
order. The ihefe works have >ncver been reprinted 
till now, they are doubtlefs his moft intereding and moft 
valoable labours. 

lindiay's PiW^ occnptes the whole of the fecond Tolume«» 
The editor not being able to procure* a perfeft copy of 
the edition, 1602, was obliged to have recourfe to die 
Bannatyne MS. in the Advocates' Library, in which, as 
has fince appeared, many parts of the play are omitted^ 
and only detached interludes preferved. Hence in the 
prefent pi^blication thefe interludes are firft given ; but, 
froiQ ^he long continuance of thefe volumes in the prefs, 
the editor was at length io fortunate as to procure from 
Matthe\i^ Knapp, £fq. Shenley, Bucks, the loan of a 
pmplete cppy of the edition 1602, and has thus beea 
enabled (q publi(h this curious work complete, by annexr 
ing, with references, all the paflages omitted in the MS. 
Mor does he regret that he has printed the greater part 
from the MS. tho tl^e order of the printed play be 
rightly difiereut, and tho he would recommend to any 
future publiih^r to follow that order, as pointed out 
in this edition, becaufe he has thus recovered a whole 
interlude, and fome fmallet paiTages omitted in the edi- 

♦ The copy of this piece, 1594, 410. bears that it was purchafed 
at Edinburgh, by Thomas Arrowfmyth fervant to Henry Bowes 
ffquire, (the Englillx envoy,) March ad, 1597, price xxx«/. Scotiih, 
(34 Engliai> 

tioni 



xvi PRELIMINARIES. 

tion, nor to mention that the orthography of the MS. is 
more ancient, and preferable* 

The date of chis fingular production may be clearly 
afccrtained in the following manner. The battle of 
Pinkey, fought in Sept. 1^479 is mentioned p. iiy and 
clfcwhere, fo that it was compofed after that year. From 
p: 19, the feven h day of June, in the year in which it 
was aded, was Whi(fun Tuefday, fo that Eafter fell of 
courfe on the feventeenth day of April ; which in no 
year in that cent dry after 1547 did happen, except in 
'i^;2 ; in which year was alfo the war between Germany 
and France, mentioned in p. 97 ; fo that 1552 is the fixe 
date of this drama. 

The aftion of this long play began at feven o^clock 
in the morning, p. 5 ; and the firfl part concluded at 
pinner time, or about eleven o'clock, p. 216 ; fo that 
the conclufion may have taken place about four or five 
o'clock. Th:8 duration feems to have been borrowed 
from the old myfteries ; but the piece itfelf, is of a mixt 
clafs, partaking nothing with the Myfterics, or dramas 
founded onfcripture, and on the lives of faints; but 
mingling the plan of the Moralities, in which ideal per* 
fonifications, virtues, vices, &c. appear, with that of the 
^nuine drama. No Scotilh Myfteries remain ; and this 
produ£t:on is the earliefi: effort of our dramatic mufe *. 

* Pitfcottic, p* 295, mentions that Mary of Guife on her marri« 
age to James V> 1538, "Was entertained by the town of Edinburgh 
-with trhimphsy farces, and plays. The g^a hiftmmm of more ai> 
cient times were nnyftenes. 
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% WBS tc letft twice aBed ; once at Coupar in Fife, and 
«nce near Edinburgb, as appears from the MS. The 
fege was only a fpor of ground, divided from the furround- 
ing ikudicBce t>y a ditch : in the midft was a pavilion for 
the adoi^ to retire and enter ; and a chair of ftate waa ' 
placed on a high platform for the royal perfonages repre • 
fented. All tfaeie particulars appear from different paf* 
fagea of the Play. This t^ay is doubtlefs the mo(^ ufeful 
one ever written oi* aded, atid may be fuppofed to have 
contrihated more to the rrformation in Sccdand, than all 
^ ferroons of John Kndx. Its fpirit is fo bold, as to 
partake much of the prc(c*nt French renovation ; and it it 
DO wonder that it was fed ul oily neglt-ded, or fupprefled 
at the time of its being printed, and hence afterwards for- 
gotten. A few obfcenities which ftain It, and which are 
aerated in this edition, have been ridiculoufly dwelt on 
by feme of our antiquaries, who ktiew not that in pub* 
lie ipirit and utility, in many paflages of native humour, 
and fome of good poetry, in f>refenting the firfl fpedmea 
of oar drama, this piece claims a dilHoguiflicd notice in 
Scotifh literatQre» 

The portraits of Sir David Lindfay in the plate are 
taken from the editions of his works, Paris, ^558, 4to; 
and Edinbjargh, 1634, 8vo; both being Wooden vignettes. 
From the latter a magnified engraving has lately appeared* 
The fac*fimile of his fignature is gitren from a carioul 
letter in the Cotton Library, written when he was on hia 
embafly to Charles V. in the year i $3 1 ; and which^ 

VoL.L b being 
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being perhaps the only ohe i&uinft of chris pdit^ IhiD tt 
be inferted; 

Cotton Lib. CaL B. I* fol. d^8. 

jfiifiogriiph Utter nf Sir DamdLindfv^ to^htLordSectel 
^f Scothmd. 

•* iiy lord I recommend my hartly fcrois dhro your 
^lefis your L. to isrity thit I cotn to feruffellis thfe iJi. i 
^^ J^liji ^ahar I fand the 'Eihpriodr, ^tid gat prefens 
hi's Maiefle the ill. day efcer my cuinmin ; and hes got 
^ud expedition 6f tlie pnndpdi erands that I was i 
for ; Sind Hes gdttin the auld aliahiis, and cohfedcratioi 
i^dtifermft for the fpkce of ahe hundret yeirf^. The qui 
con'firm^atibn I haiff rafit in dowbyl form, ane to deli 
lo the Cbrifei^vatbur, and anie other to britog t^ith mi 
S^cotland, bayth bnder the Ehiperbr^s gtet feill; and 
adiverit to his Mkiddc the kydg, our fowfenain's, p 
Vrhd^r his gr^cis gret fell, f6r this faid fy^ct of stnt h 
*Aitt yeirs. 

My Idrd, yc 1811 ilnderftahd ihat Sir toon Pedir D 
Cowcwesnot in the court, lang tym efter that I c 
Wafr, to quhafti I deUuerit ydur L. Writtinisy quhilk 
"ftVit tham r^cht thank&lly, land fchew trie gret hwmi» 
^ter your L. faifc ; hot lib g^iff tae na ^fafw^r of your v 
'irdl, (j^liiiri w^s reddy to depart fiirth of the Imp^ 
"^uhais letter y« fall rafaiff fi^a this befHir. I'ftknad 
the coalht Vii. oWiks, ^d od d'^s, apoh thb Inaterii 
'ttUyh to tl^ h^archans. Item the 'Vrut tVas heir, ^ 
idl "^this contre, quhen I torn to the cowtt, ibd 



t^ It E L I M I N A R I B S. xix 

|^g^< gmce^ our ibwerato was deid • For the quh'ilk 

caws the Queia o^ VVngace * iend tor me, aud iuquiric 

£ligeotlie <^:tiiat mater at me, and was r^chc glaidyquhea 

I /diewr hir the werrite of theicyn^ grace ouv foweraina 

freijperrite. It was kjiawm to me that the £mpriour'a 

Maieile gart all the Kyrkmea in Bru^lks pray tor hia 

fcicis iaiil. Thai nowelles war iend for werrite farth of 

Ii^land ; and w^ haldin for e&£t| ay qahill my cumia 

to the cowrti 

My L. it war to lang to me to writ to your L« the 

triwmphis that I hattf* iein, (en my cumin to the court 

imperail ; that is to fay the triwrnpnand Ju%nis, the 

ttrnhiU tumemenasy the feychten on fut in barras, the 

naymifl of lords and kI^ycht8 that war hurt the day of the 

(ret towlmameftt ; quhais circumflans I haifF writtin at 

lenth, ID articles^ to fchaw the Kyng's grace at my haya 

coming* ItesDy the Empriour purpofis to depart at the 

^o^of the moncthy and paffis up in Almanye for refor* 

mtioa of the Lueeriens : the Quein of Wngape ramamia 

iieir Regent of all thir contres : and was confermit Regent 

betheiii«,eftatts in the toun of BruiFelli?, the v.. day of 

tulii. And as for uther nowellis, I refer to the berar. 

WHttin with my hand, at Handwarp, the xxiii. day of 

• • • guA by your ferviteur, at his powers 

Daitid Lynd^ay, harauld 

10 our iitweraia iQtd/* 
llPheSed^on the ladkj 

To €ay Special lord^ 

•My Lord, the gret Sectetar 

to pur fowerain Lord of Scotland. 

* Hungary, governors pf the Netherlands. 

b a I 
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It may be added to the account of Lindfay's work$| 
given in the Maitland Poems, that the edition of £dia» 
burgh, 1^689 4to, is the mod curions and valuable of the 
ancient ones. It is printed by Scott, at the expences of 
Henrie Charteris, who prefixes a long preface againfl the 
Papifls, in ^hidh are fome anecdotes of Lindfay ; fuch as, 
that he begged the king. (James V.) to grant him the 
place of taylor to his majefly , and upon the king's an«- 
fwering that he was no taylor, Lindfay replied that he w^% 
at fit for the place as many new-made biihops were for 
their fees : that a play of his was a£lcd near Edinbiirgh| 
in the prefence of the Queen Regent, (atyrizing the 
priefls» the reprefentation of which laited from nine in 
the morning till fix in the evening. Charteris adds, that 
Lindfay had been dead not many years : and mentions the 
imprefiions of his works at Rowen and London. This 
laft is printed for Purfoute, 1566 ^, 4to. with bad woodea 
prints. In the King's library, Buckingham Uoufe, it 
the edition of Paris (Rowen) 1558, complete, containing 
the Monarchies, &c* but none of the old editions contain 
the Play, or Squire Meldrum. 

* That of Copumhcuin (Maitland 542) is probably printed at 
Edinburgh about i559> furely before the reformation, tind in Scot- 
land, elfe the place need not have been concealed; and the 
badnefs, and manner of the princini^, refembling that of 1568, 
betray the Scotiih prefs of that period. 

In arranging Lindfay *s works, the Tragedy of Beton, 1546, fhouM 
be placed immediate before the Monarchic, written in i553« 
His other pieces (except the play) belong to the rei^n of James V. 

who died in 1542. 

The 
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The Third Volume begins with Phihtus^ a comedy, 
publiflied from two editions in Mr. Garrick's colledion of 
old Playsy now lodged in the BritiOi Mufeum* In the 
Maitland Poems, p. ex, this piece is afcribed to the reign 
of James V ; but, from more attentive perufals, the edi« 
tor is now convinced that it belongs to the reign of James VI, 
and was probably written a very (hort time before the iirft 
edition appeared in 1603. The arguments which for- 
merly induced the editor to afcribe this play to the reign of 
James V. were, i* the mention of many faipts; 2. the 
apparent antiquity of the language. It mull be anfwered, 
that the (aints are only mentioned in a ludicrous conjura* 
tion, and fo irreverently as to imply that the piece was 
written after the public eftablifhment of the reformation ; 
and that, tho the frequent rimes have often conilrained 
the author to'ufeold words, and the orthography be more 
xougb than ufual at that period, yet there are many 
phrafes and idioms, unknown to the Scotifh language till 
a late epoch, and allied to modern expreflion. Add the 
improbability, that Scotland ihould produce a comedy be- 
fore England, or perhaps France, could boaft of one, and 
before the date of Sir David Lindiay's Morality ; and 
there will be every reafon to infer that this piece was not 
written till near the end of the fixteenth century. 

This produdUon therefore continues the natural progrefs 
of our drama from the morality to rude comedy. Sir 
William Alexander's tragedies fucceed, 1603, and com- 
plete the drama of Scotland, while a fepnrate kingdom. 
)t is lingular that our theatre ihould fo liitle referable the 
b 3 \ Englilh, 



Englifli, ^ Itnj other. Sir Thomas 8aiatferr9| tod JtCrt, 
Cockborn's plays, of the laf^ centuy^ form a meas intro^ 
ihidioo to the fame of Th mfon and Home. In comedy 
we are ftill ckficient ; and it is a geoefal opinion k\m we 
«re Grangers to the Eng'4fh humour and wit : b«t theft 
Qualities depend ^ n ocn on * thinking in avlaoguage^^ 
and a perfeft ufe of all its delicate lights and fhades, tha^ 
it may be reafonably inferred tbat« when the nations ar6 
blended into the fame fpeech and pronanciatioa, we may 
affire to comic fome, efpecially as in oor own dtale£l^ 
written and fpoken, much humour-^t times appears. The 
ftme caufes may perhaps accopnt for our fenators pelding 
the palm of eloquence not only to the EogUfii, but to the 
Iriih Shertdans, Grattans, Barkes, Floods, &c. 
. The remainder of the third volume is chiefly occupied 
with fome of the oldefi remains of our poetry, and moft 
curious pieces in our language. Ag belonging to the 
middle^ at leaft, of the fifteenth century, they ought tq 
hate appeared at the head of this colle^ion ; but they 
were not recovered till the work had been ipme time ii) 
the prefs. 

About three years ago, w^s prefeoted to the Advoeates^ 
Library, by a gentleman of Ayrfhire as is faid, a collect 
tioi^ of pamphlets in the 'Scotifh language, printed at 
Edinbi^rgh, Z50&, x2mo. while it was before believed 
that the Aberdeen Breviary, I $09, was the earlieft fpe- 
cinven of our typography. From this curious colleiftioii 
18 given the metrical rQmancc of X^mvan andGohgta^^ 

DunhaTi 
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Cler^f of Jrj^nt e% he hes un^ 

Th^t m^de t^e ayent^r; pf Sii: Gi^w^p?. - . 

Henc^ it appears that ^ts, paei b the zm\\ox of tUs 
r^rnxkccy 9nd alio of that intituled Sir GawaQ ^nd Sir 
Gal^roQ of Galloway, printed at th^ ^d of tlve. third vq- 
l^m^ froflii a M^. undoubtedly office tiipe of H[enry yi;. 
and beting intripiic n^juks of ))^j:\g q prcK^v^i^P 9^ ^ 
fam^ author. Add tq ^his tl\^ fi^i^^ity pf tl^^ lan£M9ge ^^p.d 
manner of thefe two pie<;e^ to that of the Hoular, alfo|)ab« 
liibf d in Vpluroe HI, which, as Si^ Dayid Dalryinple obT 
iS^rves, milA have been compoied |>efojre th^ l>a(tle of ^^l^- 
crttm«muir, 14 j5> in which Archibald Douglas efirlof Q^o- 
ray was flaii^ and it lyill b^ evident that all th^i^ ppet^s are 
at leafl as ancient as the middle of the fifteei^th ceptiyy. 
Thefe two metrical romances of chivalry, are t^c only re- 
maining fpecimens of this fort of compofition ip the Sco« 
tiih language. So uncouth is their ftyle, and tt^f|,t of |he 
HouUt, owing chiefly to their conftant alliteration, t^iat 
they prefent difficuUies fuiScient to puzzle the moil ikiN 
ful comipentatpr, or etymolpgift ; and the little glpfTary at 
the end of this work» (fach as its popular intentipji ad« 
mitted) is not a little defective iti regard to th? int^rpre- 
tatipn of thefe piepe^i which might have required much 
learned labour completely tp illuftrate. 

From the fame colle6Hpp of pan^phletf^ printed in 
1 jo8, are extraged fo^^e ballads, pn^* pf i^hjch, 
p. ia8, is already pqWiihed )?y Sir David Dairy mplc 
in his valuable fel^£lipa frpni \\i^ ^^nnatyne MS* 

b 4 The 
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The mention of this curious colle6Uon is an indue^^ 
nent to give fome acojunt of its contents. 

I. '* The .twelve virtues of ane nubilmanV wants tho 
beginnings This piece is in prufe, and begins at thp 
middle of the Eighth Virtue, fo that about &x or eight 
leaves are loft,. Vinae IX. is Clenelynes } X. Largefs 
or bounty; XL Sobirnes ; XIL Perfeirerance. The 
conclufion is in tbefe words, *< Heir endis the Porteous 
of Noblenes, ^ranflarit outof Franch in Scot«is, beMaifler 
Androw Cadiou. Imprimit in the South gait of Kdin-? 
burgh be Walter Chepman and Androu Millar, the 3dc. 
dai of Apcrile, the yl^ere of God mccccc, & viii. 
yh^ris/* Porteous is a breviary or mafs-book, in allufio^ 
|o which title the author fays, 

Nobles report your marynis in this buke^ 

9* Gawan and Gologras. 

3. Sir EglanoDur, (an Englifh metrical Romance.) 

4. Balade. 

5. The Goldyn Targe. 

6. '* Rycht as all fh'ings,'* &c^ a poQr piece of poUtH 
cal poetry. 

7. The Maying or Difport of Chaucer, (This is 
** The coiKplaint of the Black Knight" in Chaucer*a 
Works.) 

8. Kennedy's Anfwer to Dunbar. (Evergreen If. 75.) 

9. *' Wytbin a garth," 6cc 
10. *• Devife, prowes,** &c. 

IX. Orpheus kyng, and how he ycid to hewyn and to 
hel to feik his quene. A tedious fable by Henrys 
ipQt with a fpiritual mor^^lization. 

12, **Qt 
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t2. " Of ferlyis of this grete confufion.'* 
13* Dunbar*s ballad on D'Aubigny. 

14. The twa mariit women and the wedo, (Maitland, 
Poems, p. 44) ; fome of tlie leaves are mifplaced^ 
and the beginning wanting, but the chief variationa 
ihall prefently be given, 

15. Kennedy's Anfwer to Dunbar, (Evergreen). 

|6. Lan^ent for the detb of (he Makkaris. (Bannatyne 

Poems, p. 74). 
17, «* My.gudame,'* &c. 
iS. Teftamcnt of Kennedy. (Evergreen). 
19. Twelve leaves of Robin Hood : ends imperfc(5^ljr. 

There myght no man to thy ti arte. 
In the Lament for the Mskars this edition rightly reads, 
in ftanza 17, ** Clerk of Tranent;" and ** Hay," not 
^ Gray:'* and in flanza 21 ** done roune.** 

The tup firfl leaves of *^ The twa mariit wemen and 
^he wedo*' are wanting. As the Maitland MS. is not ia 
the bed condition, in the part containihg this curious 
poem, the various readings, and words fupplied, moft 
Hiiot be omitted. The printed part begins after the mid* 
die of p. 48, in the Maitland Foems, at this line. 

He will me yet all becHp, and clap me to his breift. 
As the lines are not numbered, where the variation is ilK 
every fofcceeding line, it is mentioned without reference | 
but, when fome lines are pad, the number is fpeci^ed. 

Fagt j^%t lint 18. roe yet — my corfe. fchorne-e-->fchaif« 
go. chowis me his chewal— fchowis on me his fchewaL 
l^yrcl^am — hurtheon. cheitresr-chekil. even lyke ane«« 

as 
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at a. that— tlie. fcbent — fchoyt. (paff. t) bogil-^ 
bogii* (pafl* i) finy— >fmy« fmoltat— ^rmolet. Page 4^^ 
h I. gykat— 'gi.lot. fouodis— found (p. 1.) mentionat«« 
aemmyt. (1) elduriDg^-eldo\ng* (3) . caftis— cacis* 
trew— traw. luik— keik. iDdilliog— ^Idoyng. (i) roif* 
feris— >niyftirs. iwame — iyeroe. quhair— for, (i) Ay— • 
•—And. (2) fefchov**fee gret. (1) cace— ^corfe. irchan^ 
— forlane. 4^ie4i ane. krifp or (lik— kerfp a\\ ther fineft. . 
'«nroch(-«'Furrit. At the bottpm of page j^j ^vc lines want* 
iiig, after " rychc juell." 

Or reft of his roufty raid, thocb be were redewmyod; (fie) 

For all the buddis of John Blunt, quh^a he abone clymiSf 

Methink the baid d^ir aboucbtyfa bawth ar his werkia* 

And thus I fell him folace, thoch I it four think. 

Fra fie a fyre God yow faif, roy fueit fifteris deir I 

Fage ^f line I, ihe — the. laiks — latis. (i) raiket-^-ra^ 

lyeit. wlouk— >wlonk. (1) menfic— -menkit. (3} fame-r* 

famep. wourd-^word. //>// To fpeik; tfiv</ With that /riui/^ 

fojed, (2) beried-«beild. (5) was— is. Page ^i^ line Zf 

luvc«»Iuinc. Hchroun— fugebrne. ar don he— reft it. ryd 

*^rap. (2) For—And. bran kard— bran kand. ony wo* 

man— bonet on fyde. (1) kemmit his hair is-^kemmyng 

of his hair. (3) lyke— as. Page sz, line ^ kudling and 

— oldnyng or. (5) fi]lift-*fplie. (3) h«win nciariit-*-away 

caft», walioun-r-crandoun. to— -that, mynh and— rmy 

clere. (i) tbame-— on a. Gcht for to try-^futh for to tell. 

Page 53, Jine i. [e]— e. (i) am— in. behaldis— he 

lialdis. humblie— hamelie. (6) in bed— abeid. (3) treis 

i^leiftis. levis— bewis.. at— of. perthar— tpertliar. (6) 

Ibhaw— fchaw you. war— was. Page 54, line 3. nild— couth* 

4efiu}c— ^efaye. halding— haidin. (i) foir befowleit-t* 

5 foileit* 
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fcrfeit. (ij iiH--of. (j>oBe— ay. awrout iinontw 
v^DOte. angel apperwaird— angels apperand. (1)^1 
— 'inyBdis. (7> claw — kcyvtk Fsg* 55^ /Mr# 4. fok— 
(foken. rcno Htt ' h owwr. foa tuka joy ui— few hoc aik 
Whan my anfd caiit — Ay quhcn the aid. TImw my lotk 
freik..Apo(n the galaad for. goif^goVf it. (1) < b » o » 
Ibar. the— gade. (i) he had I— 4iad the. (iq) twitch* 
«itd m— twitchandly. ^£^0 56, Im# f. furth— -fucht. 
^icfaman— -httthfuan. (1) foreran it— ^Tcreranit. (7) noehc 
fit— fit. or the fband of — fecaitd. (i) manlie— wdiiiai^ 
lie. the raair I him haitit— kft of hin I rakit. thock ' 
pcbtleie mt my yiog leid^-or I him faith gaiC aa aa woords 
can teUe-^aod feid fyne for evir. enr— otrt. F«|# 5^9 
lw#6. fbnerit*— fevcNt. the— his. (5) braid— 4II. (2) 
banchic— bauthiet. all— all braid. (3) wyf— wyf-carL 
lawbourts — wfifkis. laid doun — laid, meas — maaik* 
{3) courlafllie — courtiinie. drew^rawis. Page ^Z^ lh§t 
|. fueir— fkeir. our heid — on fyde. (1) na gay-^ane 
gay. Two lines wanting after '* lady.'* 

Tharfor I gat him again, that ganyt him better^ 
He wes a gret goldit man, and of gudis riche. 
be bumbart to tous— be my lumbart to lous. fre— fra me. 
(la) dawtie-— daynte. (i) heriet— beriec (2) forlcit-i— 
forbeit. lard — lad. (i) is fay— his fa. P^gf S9* ^"^ *>• 
haint^hanyt. (9) feribat — fpittit. of fpeche— fpreit. ye 
init — weil ye wit. for he — that he. Has failyct anit— Aid 
yateandnes. A line wanting after ** haldin." 

• Full frqfier is his frefch array, and fairaas al perfoaar. 
aisd— efatr. (5) lord-^leid. Pag4 60^ Iraf 1. my dmi)e. 
Mtrih— My daynil. (9) flafche— fleife. (j) be my fyde 
kcfide« (3) rqfe-^uic. (5) roaki^-^okis. (t) 

watterif 
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wakeris-^watteris. Pagi 619 ItMi i. a line wanting aftef 
•'hulbandr 

Yone it a pet^ to emprent in a princis hart* 
faTe*-<>fane. luik— leit. (4) deTice— derne. (10) fane— « 
fare. (3) tbat^the. Next line wanting. Page hz^ line %. 
bung— tung. (5) prefling — pafling. (i) blinnyng— blum* 
ing* (9} the— that. dtUtt [that], far— for. (3) fchir— 
ferf* Pagi 63, ling a. on«-on his. (10) cative^-iatyncw 
(s) fordane— foyraae. perfyte*— prudent, cuied— culed thai 
(i) dauteing and chere— danteis full noble, begouth to 
gleme— donkitflouris. mirrieibnneupfprong— mavis did Hng, 
waveand wodis— ineid fmellit. wiftell^-p-crifteli. Pagi 64* 
UMi 2. glaid-*glaidit. (fo) nnkorth—unkouth. 

8ach are thefe variations ; moi^, if not all, of which 
ihottid be adopted in any future editiony as the piece 
appears to have been printed under' tb^ eye of the 
author. 

The appendix to thefe volumes contains three poema 
before unpublifhed ; two of which are peculiarly adapted 
to this publication^ from the identity of ilanza and fimi- 
larity of languagey with the romance of Gawan and Gq^ 
logras; and it was thought not unufeful to lay before the 
leader, in one volume, the three moft uncouth, and dif« 
ficqit works, which the Scotifli language affbrdsi that 
they might refled mutual light upon each other* 

The Hmlatj written by Holland, is printed from the 
Bannatfyne MS. and, tho prolix and dull, prefents fome 
curious deicriptions of manners. This ^ngutar piece ia 
written by a partizan of the family of Douglas ; and, to 
vnderiland it properly, it is neceflary to obferve that, in 

thp 



1>RELIMINAR1£S. xxl^ 

the year 1444, James li. added greatly to the pp«»er o 
chat houfe, by creating Hugh and John, brothers of the 
Earl of DoaglaSy £arl of Ormond, and Lord Balveny ; 
while their elder brother Archibald, by wedding the daugh- 
ter of James Dunbar, earl of Moray, acquired that title 
tvhich he lofl with his life, in battle againft his fuvereigo^ 
in the year 1455 ; and his brother Ormond was at fatnC 
time taken and beheaded. But in 14^0 the favour and 
power of Douglas began to fail ; in 14^2 he was 
ilain by the king: and in 1453 Moray wa§ forced into 
exile. In 1454 all the brothers were forfeitea. . It is evi- 
(lent that this poen muft have been written before the 
forfeiture in 14549 if not before the exile of Moray ia 
J455 ; and, as fiom Part III. ftanza 27 it it in ^vtty 
appearance a fatire againft James II, it muft have beea 
written after the houfe of Douglas had loit his favour in 
2 450* The length and nature of this poem, founded oa 
> a trite fable, and the long panegyric on the houfe of 
Douglas, convinced me that ^ more was meant thaa 
meets the ear:' and the lines Part III. fianza 27 , 

We cum pore, we gang pure^ bath King and Comon; 
Bot THOw rewll the richtoufs, thy crowne (all 
ourere, 
certify the idea that the Houlat is no other than the king 
James 11. a prince little deferving fuch a fatire. Th^ 
two lines above quoted form the very point, and condu- 
fion, of the moral of this fatyrical fable : and the author 
in the next, or final, flanza, informs us, that he compofed 
it to pleale the Countefs of Moray^ dvwit or wedded to 

a Doug** 
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m Doug1as» (fo that fatr huiband was yet alke), iti tliei 

fereft of Temowajr in Moray ^. 

The next paeiDy ctWcd Tfc />fi//K ^'i^* isipmttcnfjf 
HMT^n, a port wlio flooriihecl^ a(bout <be year 14909 
add has litth; merit, except its eafy Tei'fifioacioB, and bal* 
liid-ftacsa* rarefy foond in prochidttons of that epochs 
For copies of thi^y and the preceding po^m, and other 
fatoufs, the editor inuft exprefs ^is gratitude to his in^ 
genious and worthy friend Adam deCardonnd, £ffq« 

The concluding poem is a metrical romante, calleil 
Sir Gawan and Sir ijalarm tf Qa^tFVjay^ copied many 
years ago^ by a learned friend^ firom a 9EIS. belongifrg te 
Mr. Baynes of Gray's-inn, who was a noted coltedor of 
foonances of chivalry* • Hie hand-writmg was of the timcf 
of Henry VI. and the compofitron can hardly be more 
inodern than the year 1440. THiere ia leveryteafon ro 
condude that this is another produ^ion of Clerk df 
Tfanenty the author of<7awan4ind Gdlogras : but, being 
abciently copied by an EngHlh hand, the language is ia 
ibme inflanices a little anglicized^ Yet the original dis« 
led is predominant, and the fubjetft would Of itfblf afiign 
it to a Scoiilh author. This poem is curious, but the 
^hief inducement for its infertion was, as before men*^ 
tiened, the Tame fingular flanta, and ufleouth language^ 
Whidi difiinguilh Qawan and Gotogras; and the confer 
qcrent hope that it ^noy receive and yield more illudm* 

^ Ttefvopheoj meniionefl'in thiSipeom, p. 1^3^ is net si litfle 

tion 
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don in this colledion, than It ccHild oihtrwik have^ ilT 
not permiiced to perifli with other cariom torque* <of 
antiquity* 



Having thus briefly difcafTed the contents of iheCc yo« 
llines, the editor hopes heiyill be pardoned for a few ini(^ 
cellaneous remarks on old Scotifh poems ; as thts is moft 
probably the lad opportunity he (hall find of making aiijr 
additional obfertations on that fubje^l. 

One Scotiih poem, called Rauf Cclfyeat^ printed at 
Edinburgh i ;72, i2mo^ he wifhed to iofert in this ooUec* 
tion, but could not difcovtfr a copy: it is mentioned ia 
Wedderburn's Jomp'aint of Scotland, 1549, t jmo.amon2 
the ' ftories'or hiftoried, and ^ flet taylis' or romances; 
(Maitland Poems, p, $45 )• For Shall Gillender/QH^ another 
tale there mentioned, the reader 'is referred to Winton^s 
Chronicle; and for the tale of Sir Walter the bold L^ 
to Fordun. Many of the pieces^ inentioned by Wedded 
burn, are publifhed, or of little confequence : thofe cC 
which the lofs is chiefly to be regretted are, belides th^i 
•iwO't^ove-mentioniedy 

The tay 1 df the tvolf of the waridis end. 

The tiiyicof the reyde Eyttyn with the thre h^diit 

^* On fut by Forth as I cbuld found.** 
- The' tail oi the thre fut tit dog of Norroway, ^ • 

The tail of Floremond of Albanye. 
■ The tail of the Pure Tyiit. 

The tayl of the yong Tamlene, and of die bald Bra- 

^ band*. 

8* 
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Sir Egeir and Syr Gryme* 

Opheus kyng of Pordi gale. 

The t»l oAhe thrc Weird Syftirs. 

The following pieces have come to the Editor's know<> 
ledge finc^ the publication of i'ht Lift of Scotifh Poetft 
in the Maitland Poems* 

«• Aoc Treatife callit the Court of FeHus dividit itota 
four baikis. Newlie compyllt be Johne Roiianif in Dal- 
keith. Imprintit at Edinburgh by Juhne Ros.*' isySt 
4tti. The poet wdXki out On Valentine's day : hears a 
dUfpute between a ' fad lover and st younkeir,' for and 
tgainfi love; interfperfed with Latin texts of fcripture : th6 
defcriptioD of the drefles of the fpeakers is the only part 
in the poem worth republiihing. In the fecond book the 
author erumerates heroes^ the Ten Sybils, &c. It is a 
pedantic and abfurd piece* Another poem of Rolland's, 
the Srueu Sages^ (Maitland Poems, p« cxx«) is a tranfla- 
tion of the noted romance of Eraftus, by fome fiiid to have 
been written in the Indian language by Sandablr, but^ 
from the names and tnanner, more probably cotnpofed by 
a Greek in the middle ages. In Latin it is not uncom- 
mon. Heberty a French poet, tranflated it into French 
rime in the reign of Louis VIII. as Maffieu informs ns. For 
further particulars concerning this performance fee Fabri- 
ciiBibhGr. x. 339; Crefcimbeni, vol. I. p. 351, ieq^ 
An luliao tranilationi Venice 1565, lamo. is now bt« 
fore me* 

*' The Hiftwy of Judith^ &c. tranflated from the 
French 'of Du Bartas, by fiiomas Hudfon. Edinburghy 

Vautroller, 1584/' iimo. elegantly printed* 

••The 
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•* The tragical de^tb of Sophonijha written by David 
Murray y Scoto-Britan. Londcri, 1611/* 4to. Dedi- 
cated to Henry Prince of Wales, with commei^datory 
veries by Michael Drayton prefix t ; and about twenty- 
eight fonnets fubjoinedy under the title of Cslia, This 
the editor has not feen *. 

•* The famous Hlfloiie of Penardo and* Latja^ other- 
wife called tiie Warre of Love and Ambition^ doone ia 
heroik verfe by Patrick Gordon, Dort, 1615," iimo. 
Only Book I. Rare to excefs ; nor can more than two 
copies be difcovered^ one in the Editor's poifeilion, an- 
other in that of an anonymous correfpondent in Scotland. 
The author was probably fo afhamed of it as to quaih 
the edition*; for it is the mofl puerile mixture of all times, 
manners, and religions, that ever was publiQied : for in- 
Hance, the Chriitian religion is put at that of ancient 
Greece I 

' The edition of t)rummond^s Poems ^ |6i6y (Maidand 
p. cxxiv.) is in the editor's hands, and bears ^ the fecond 
edition' in the title : but the firfl edition appears to havo 
confided only of detached poems, (fee the author's life 
in the folio edition), now loft from the fugitive form in 
which they appeared. A^ the end of this copy are his 
Fhnvers of Sion^ or fpiritual poems, printed 1623 ; and his 
Cypre/s Grove, The whole impreflion does honour to 
the Scotifti prefs of that period* 

• Henryfon's Teftament of Creffeid, «rroneou^y afcrll>ed to 
Chaucer, is printed at Edinbui^gb, 161 1, 4to. 

c Nifbet 
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Niibet in his heraldry, vol. I. p. 33^, mentions a 
book of curioos poems by Patrick Hannay^ a Scotifli gen- 
tleman, printed in 1622, with his portrait and arms* 

Anna Hume^'s Triumphs of Love, Ghaftity, and 
Death. Edin. (about 1645) 12010. Tranflated from 
Fetrarca. Decent. 

The ** Fiyfing hetwixt Mmtgomerie (author of the 
Cherry and the Slae) and Pol'wart!^ Glafgow 1665, 8vo. 
This is another fcolding, like that of Kennedy and 
Dunbar. 

Scotijh/ongs ivith the Mufic* By John Forbes^ Aberdeen^ 
1682, 3d edition. This the editor wifhes much to fee. ' 

Sir Thomas Urquhart in his Jewel mentions Drum- 
mond, Wljhart^ (author of 'the life of Montrofe ?) and 
Ogilby, the tranflator of Virgil and ^fop, as good 
Scotifh poets. 

Cohille*s Scotch Hudihras was printed at Edinburgh 
1695, 8yo. A Colonel Cleland v/totc fome poems in the 
fame Ayle. Edinb. 1697, 8vo« 

Mefion*s Poems^ called the Knight of the Kirk, and 
Mother Grim*s Tales. An edition titled the Sixth, tho 
it be doubtful if another be known, is of Edinb. 1767, 
i2mo. He was bori^ in 1688, and profeiTor at Aber- 
deen: was a Jacobite, and in the battle of Sherif muir, 
1 7 15. He imitates Colvil ; and is a ytty poor poet. 

The poems of Alexander Nicd^ fchool-mafter, Edinb^* 
2766, 1 2mo. confifl of Sc9ti(h fongs, &c. 

In the edition of Barbour's Bruce, Lpndon, 1790, 
vol* l> p* XX, xxi, fome extra^s are given from Winron, 

men- 
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mentioning a Hucbeon of the Auk Ryall^ who wrote the 
romances of Arthur and Gawan, and the Epiflle of Su* 
fanoa. As from Nifbet, I. p. 389, II. 115, &c it ap- 
pears that Hu^jeon was the old Scociih mode of Hugh, a 
fufpicion arifes that this poet is Sir Hew of Eglinton, 
mentioned by Dunbar as preceding Winton in time, for 
his * lament' is often chronological. However this 
be, no other Hucheon is known in the bibliography of 
romances ^. 

David Hume, in his valuable hiflory of the Houfe of 
DoBglasy Edinb. 1644 f, I/)ndon, 1657, folio, men* 
ttons fome old Scotiih poems ; as that on the death of the 
liord of Lidfdale, 1353* 

The countefs of Douglas— out of herbour (he came, &c« 
nirith three lines more, and other particulars of the fong« 
(Vol. I. p. 143, laft ed.) The fong of Chevy Chace he 
obierves, I. 195, is fi^itious; and he gives the firft 
ilanza of a Scotiih fong on the battle of Otterburn, 
It fell about the Lammas tide, &c% 

♦ In the Lift of Scotifh Poets, p. Ixxvi. tlicrfe is a ludicroos mif- 
take, originating from the fingularity of the colophon, which has 
alfo milled the librarian in the title. The Romance of Triftram is 
iaid to be the work of Seult Lahonde de Cormalk, by which the Edi- 
tor underftood Cormuailhy a part of firetagne anciently fo called s 
but the colophon only implies the end of the romance of Triftram, 
[and] de SeuUy &c. « of Ifeult or Ifolda the Fair of Cornwall," his 
miftrefs. 

4 Biihop Nicolfon records an edition of 161 7 ; furely an error, for 
Ueriot's Hofpital is mentioned^ II. 229, which was not begun filU 

c a See 
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See alfo I. 268, the Terfes on the murder of Earl Doug* 
las, 1440. In vol* !• p. ^7, he informs us that Barbour 
was rewarded, for his life of Bruce, by a peniioh during 
his llfe^ which he gave to the hofpitalof Aberdeen, ** to 
which it 16 allowed, and paid flill in our daysr" Is the 
matter, thus wrapt in fokcifm, true ? 

That curious poem, the Battle of Harlanv^ muft from 
its manner have been written foon after the event ia 1414* 

In the work called Biftiop Elphingfton's Hiftory, in the 
!6odleian library, there are two Scotiih poems at the end 
of the reign of Jameb i, which cloics the volume. One is 
intituled « Lamentacio DeJphini Francias pro morte 
uxoris," [1445O The other a moral piece on govern- 
ment, *^ Rlcht as all flringis ar cupillit in ane harpe/* &c* 

The editor fome time ago procured from a learned 
^iend, now vifiting the claifical fcenes of Egypt, Syria^ 
and Greece, a collation 6f the King^s Sj^alr of James I, 
publifhed by Mr. Tytler, with the original; MS. The 
variations exceed three hundred. The MS. is preferved 
in a fmail folio in the Bodleian Library, (Seld. Archiv. 
6. 24 J, which volume contains feveral of Chaucer'^ 
poems. To extraif^ a few of thefe variations, the f , 
Canto I. it. iv. is a p. xi. 6, delete my. xii. 3, This-^ 
It. XV, 6, warldis— wawis, [wavers], xviii, 2, doubt- 
fulnelle— doubilnefs. Canto II. ft. I. i. vere — vcr. 
ii, 4, con fort — frefchncfle. v. i, wevis— wawis. xvii, 
3, luve— lyf. xvii, 7, one«^-me. xxiii, 2, out — forth, 
xlii, 4, to^ — :p (too) to. xlix, 3, ze— ya. Canto IIL 
i, 2, at— that, xxiv, 5, moyt— mo that, xxviij; 

tieue 
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ticne— trigc. xxx, 4, thir — the. zxxiv^, 7, delete God. 
XKXv, 7,,hir — hir grace, jucxvi, 7, doken — dokenfoule* 
xxzviiy 7, purer efs — ^pere. xxxviii, 5, one goddefle— • 
bene goddes. * xWi, 2, frefchefls — ^frefchcft. Canto IV, 
xii, 6, fatoare — fatourc, (feator, treator). xiv, 6, gilt 
are — gilt. And. xxiii, 2, That zour — ^That all your. 
Canto V. V, 7, honis— wortis (col vorts). Canto VI. 
V. 6, aflbrt — aport. vi, 4, lefc — lifh x, i, feyne— 
feyne. xiii, 2, lyfe— lute, xv, 5, flour — flouris* A 
final e is added to many words, when it does not occur in 
the MS. 

It is hoped that the reader will pardon the inlertion of 
thefe variations, npoft of which are efltntiat to the fcnfe, 
as the editor has abandoned his defign of publ*(hing the 
works of our chief Scotifh poets, efpecially iince neat 
editions of fome of them have appeared, printed by the 
Morifons at Perth. The prefent colleftion affords ma- 
terials to complete thofe of Douglas and Lindfay. Drum<* 
mond^s poems * the editor may pofltbly publiih at fome 
future period, properly arranged, and with notes explain* 
ing his ufe of the Italian poets. 

To the obiervations on WedderhuriCs Complaint of 
Bcotlandj (Maitland Poems, p. 543), may be added that 
he feems the fame WedderbarLe who wrote Pfalmes and 
Ballads ofGodliepurpofes^ mentioned in Mr. John Row*s 
church hiflory, and Melville's Life, MS. works of the 

* A miferable edition of thefe poems has lately appeared at Lon- 
don, in which the omifiiQn of half a flieet is one of the errors. 
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beginning of the feventeeBth centuiy. Of tbis fingular 
book Lord Hailes publiflied a fpecimen, from a late 
edition by Andro Hart 1597* Many of thefe pious ibngt 
b^in with fcraps of profane ones : among thofe not ex« 
tiwSted by Lord Hailes are; 

Till cor gudeman, till our gudeman. 
Kelp faith and love till our gudeman, 
For our gudeman in hevin dels reign^ &c. 

Johne cum kis me now, Johne cum kis me now, 
Johne cum kis me by and by, and mak ua mair ados 
yi^ Lwrdthj God I am, &c. 

Quho is at my windo, who, who? 
Go from my windo, goe, goe! 
Quha callis there, fo like an ilranger^ 
Ooe from my windo, goe ! 
Lord I am heir ^ &€• 

Intil ane mirthful May morning, 
Qahen Phebus up did fpringe, 
Waking 1 lay, in a garding gay, 
^Tfinhand en '^brijly &c, 

Downe by yond river I ran, 
Downe by yond river I ran, 
Tbinkand in Chrift^ &c. 
Gryvou^ is my forrow, 
Baith at evin and morrow. 
Unto myfelf alone. 
nus Chrift^ &c. 

Mufing greirlie in my mind, &c» 
Alace that fame fweit face, &c« 

All 
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All my love leife me not^ 
Lelfe mee not, leife fpee n^it, 
All my love leiie m^ nq^i . 
Thus mine allonei &q« 

For love oCone I make my moa^ 
Right fecretlie, &c. 

All my hart) ay this is my fang^ 
' With doubil mirth, aidd joy amangc, &^ 

My luve murnes for me, for me, 
My luve that murees for me, &c« 

AUone I weip in grelt diftpefs, &c« 

Several of theij; fbngs are meDtion^ In the CoraplahiC 
of Scotland, (Seled Scotifh ballads, vol. II. p. xxx); am^ 
as the author of that work feems to incline to the Refor* 
snation, an additional argument arifes that Wedderbur|i 
was the father of both works. 

The Plates in the Second and Third Volumes of this 
colle6tion are t^en, it^ fac-iimi|e, frpiri a (carce French 
work on the dreffes of all natiqn?, intituled Recueil de If 
iiiverfite des hmbits qui font de pre/ent en ufa'tge^ &c. Pari% 
1562, i2mo. The figures of the Lowlanders are prefi^t 
to Lindfay's Play, in which many allulions are found to 
the drcfs of the times. Thofc of the Highlanders are af» 
%ned to the third volume, containing the Houlat, ja 
which the Irifl) bard is no inconfpicuous figure. The 
veries in the original work, under each print are as follow* 

I. VEf^ 
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1. VEfcoffois. 

Ilfaut, Ie£tear, que toat certain tu fens, ^ 

Quant tu verras ce ponrtrait de tes yeuX| 
Que c'eft I'habitque porte rEfcoflbis^ 
Qui n*eft par trop mondain, ne curieux* 

a. VE/coffoife. 

Si VOU8 baiflez Foeil deffus ce portrait^ 
Pour bien f9avoir d^fcoflbife la forme^ 
Ceftvy cy eft an natnrel conforme, 
Comme voyez qu'aa vif il eft ponrtrait* 

3. La Sawvage d*Efcoffe^ 

Si tu mets Toeil deiTus cefte figure, 
A celle fin que certain tu en foys, 
C'eft ia fanvage an pays Efcoftbys, 
De peaux veftue encontre la froidure* 

4« Le Capttaine SauvagCm 

V0U8 pourrez Toir, entre les EfcoiToys, 
Tel capitaine faifant la leur feiours ; 
Qui fouvent font nuyfance aux Angloys. 
Feu de profit leur fait faire maints tonri. 

It is to be regreted that the women feem both of mean 
rank ; but perhaps the Scots did not permit their gallant 
allies to have much intercourfe with thofe of fuperior 
ftation. The Highland drefs may ftagger thofe who are 
advocates for the high antiquity of the ta^tan^ and of the 

prefenc 
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|n-efent mode; and who in their glorious reveries confound 
k thoufand years with one day : but it woald be pleafing 
to find one proof that the prefent highland drefs exided 
before the year 1562, and the Editor learns, from moft 
refpedtable aathority *, that tho(e, who came from the re- 
mote highlands to the rebellion of 17 15, were all drefl in 
along loofe coat only, which was bnt toned above, and 
ilaced below down to the knees. The woman is here 
clothed in iheep-ikinsL; the chieftan is diftingntihed by his 
freeze mantle, with fringe, rn the Iri(h falhion ; hii^ 
countenance is fb chara^eriftic f that there can be little 
doubt that the French deiigner had vifited Scotland, a 
country then in conHant intercourfe with France : and 
Ao there be many works of the kind publiihed in Italy 
aod Germany in the Sixteenth century, yet the Scotifh 
^treiTes appear in this French work only. The lowland 
(Roman's drefs is Flemifh ; the man's almofl Norwegian. 

I ♦ That of the patriotic George Dempfter, Efq. of Dunichen, on 
N)e infermatioB derived from the fon of Mr. Fergufon, a clergyman 
^iog at the time. This dreds is now called a polonian : it wai o£ 
i^ne colour, and home-made : and was, as above mentionedi the 
\ii covering that the body had. 
f The hair ought however to have been curled, not lank. 
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ADDITIONS. 

In the Choke Colle6lioii of Scotifli Poems, printed 
James Watfon, Edinb. 17139 8vo. three parts, may 
found two long poems of little value, written by J* 
Burel, 1J90; and A^veral pieces by Sir Robert Aytc 
1610; with fome of the middle of the liaft century, a 
fpppofed, fuch as. The Speech of a Fife Laird, ". 
Mare of Collinton, &c. The* whimfical poems on Bull 
College or public-houfe, Aberdeen*fhire, belong to 
years 1695, a^4 170Q. 
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Tlje thrie Tailes of the thrie 
Priefts of Peblis. 

Contayning many notabill examples and fentences 

and (that the paper fould not be voide) fupplyit 

with fundrie merie tailes very pleafant to the 

Reader and mair exadlie correfted 
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f H k t H E # A C E; 

IN Pebli^ to^ri film tyme, is I heard tell, 
The fofmeft day of Fcbruarc, befell 
Thrie Priefts went unto coUatioun, 
Into aiie privie place of the faid touti^ 
QuHair that they fat, richt foft and unfutb fair; 
Thay luifit riot na rangalfl nor repair: 
And, gif 1 fall the fuith reckih and fay, 
I traift it was upon Sand Bryd's day. 
Quhair that they fat, full eafily and foft ; . 
With monie lowd lauchter upon loft. 
And, wit y^ well, thir thrie thay liiaici gude kh&ri 
To them thair was ha d^inteis than too deir: 
With thrie fed capons on a fpeit with crcifche, 
With mohie uthir firidrle dyvers mcis. 
And them to ferire thay had nochi hot a boy t 
Fta cumpahie thsly keipit them fa coy, 
Thay lufit nocht with ladiy, nor with lown, 
flor with ttiimpours to travel throw the towrt i 
fioth with thcmfelf qiahat thay wald tel or craTc j 
tJmquhyle fadlie ; uihquhyle jangle and jak i 
Thus fat thir thrie befyde anc fclloiin fyre, 
t^uhil thair capons war roifiit itm and lyre. 
Befbir them was fone fet a Roundel bricht. 
And with ane cjene claith', Anelie dicht. 
It was ouij^fet ; and on it breid was .laid« 
Tiie ddeft than began the gra^e, and faid; 

' Bi Aifdf 
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And bliffit the breid with Benedicite, 

With Domiiius Amen, fa mot I the. 

And be thay had drunken about a quartc. 

Than fpeak ane thus, that Ma/ler was in Arte, 

And to his name their caliit Johne was he, 

And faid fen we ar heir Priefts thrie, 

Syne wants nocht, be him that maid the monc. 

Til us wee think ane tail fould cum in tune. 

Than fpake ane uther, to name hecht M. Archebald, 

Now, be the hieft Hevin, quod he, I hald 

To t€^l ane tail, methink, I fould not tyre, 

To hald my fuie out of this felloun fyre. 

Than fpak the thrid, to name hecht S. Williame, 

To grit elargie I can not count nor dame ; 

!Nor yit I am not travellit, as ar ye, 

In monie fundrie land beyond the fee. 

Thairfoir me think it nouther lliame nor fin 

Ane of yow twa the iirft tail to begin. 

Heir I prptell, than fpak maifter ArchebaW, 

Ane travelUt Clark fuppois I be cald, 

Prefumpteoullie I think not to prqfume, 

As I that was never travellit bot to Rome. 

To tel ane tail bot eirar I fuppone, 

The firfl tail tald mot be Maifter Johne : 

For he hath bene in monie uncouth land. 

In Portingale, and in Civile the grand ; 

In fyfe kinrikis of Spane al hes he bene ; 

In foure chriflin, and ane heathin, I wenc. 

In Rome, Flanders, and in Venice toun ; 

And pther Lands fundrie up and doun. 

And 
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And for that he fpak firfl of ane taiT, 
Thaiifoir to begio he fould not fail. 
Than fpeiks Mai%r Johne» now be the Rude, 
Me to begin ane tail fen ye conclude. 
And I deny than had I fair offendit. 
The thing begun the foner it is endit. 

Thi firfl talk tald he Majfter Joint* 

A KING thair was fumtyme, and eik a Queene ; 
As monie in the land befoir had bene. 
This king gart fet ane plane Parliament, 
And for the Lords of hh kinrik fent: 
And, for the wcilfair of his Realme and gyde. 
The thrie Eftaits concludit at that tyde. 
The King gart cal to his^ Palice al thrie. 
The Eftaits ilkane in thair degrie. 
The Bifliops firft, with Prelats and Abbotis, 
With thair Clarks iervants, and Varlottis : 
Into ane hall, was large, richt hie, and hudgCj 
Thir Prelats all richt luflelie couth iud|[e. 
Syne in ane hal, fiil fair farrand. 
He ludgit al the Lords of his hsind. 
Syne in ane Hal, was under that fnl dene. 
He harbourit al his Burgeffis rich and bene. 
Sa of thir thrie Eftaits, al and fum. 
In thir thrie Hals he gart the wyfeft cum. 
And of thair mery cheir quhat mak I majr ? 
Thay fiiir als weil as onie folk micht fair. 
The King himfelf come to this BurgeiSs bene ; 
/md thir words tg tbcm carpe I wen?, 

B 3 An4 
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Apd fays, Welcum Burgeffis, my beild and blif t 

Quhen ye fair well I ma na mirths mis. 

Quheo that yopr fliips halds hail and foundf 

In riches gudes and weilfair 1 aboi^nd. 

Ye ar the caus of my life, and nly cheir^ 

Put of far Lands yoifr Marchandice cums hdi:« 

pot ane (hing is, for fliort, the caufe ^uby 

7'ogidder heir yow gart cum have I. 

To yow Ihave ane queftiopn to decla;ir9 

CJuhy Surges bairns thryves not to the thrid ai|* f 

Bot cads away it that tbair eldars wan. 

Declairme now this queftioun, gif yecaHj 

To yow I g^f tt^is queAioun, ^ and Turn, 

I'pr to declair againe the mome I cum. 

Ur(t6 his Lords fhan cumen is the King, 

Dois gladlie ai he faid baith old and ying : 

My luftie Lords, my Leiges, and ray lyfc, 

J am in llurt quhen that ye ar in ftryfe. 

Quhen ye hav6 peace, and quhen ye haye pleaianp^ 

Than I am glade, aad derfiie may I dance. 

Ane held dow not on boidie ftand allane, 

Forout members, to be of micht and mane ; 

For to uphald the bodie and the h^id ; 

And fickerlie to gar it fiand in fleid. 

Thairfoir, my Lords, and my Barrouns bald, 

To me alhail ye ar help and uphald. 

And now I will ye wit, with diligence, 

CJnhairfoir that I gart cum fie confluence : 

And quhy ye Lords of my Parliament 

i have gart cum, I will tell my intent. 
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Anequeflioii&Ihavf, yjc man declair^ 
That in my minde is ever mair and mair;. 
Qyhairfbir, and.quhy, an4 quhat i$ the cf^i^^ 
Sa worthie Lords, wa^ in myne. elders dayis ; 
Sa iiill of firedom^ worihipy smd hoQQur^' 
Hardie in hart, to (land in^everi^ flour*: 
And now in yow I find the hail, contrair ?) 
Thairfoir this dout and queiUonn ye dedalr* 
And it deciair, uad^r the. hieil panei.;. 
The mome this tyio& q^^ that L cum ^ano* 
THAN tili his Clerg^ came this iw>bil l^ing i 
Welcum Kfliops hciaid, with my.bIi$Q,g;^ 
Weicummybeidmeny myhteQe, andalmy bipilds 
To me y^ ar b^ith H^lnieit^ Speij:^ ^pd Scheild* 
For ricbt as Moyfes ftu^de upon the, Sfontt 
Prayand to Go4 of Hevio, sut h^ w;aa wojot |^ 
And richt fa, be your devoit oi:ifQun^ 
Myne enemies ibuld put to con^ifioun^ 
Ye ar the gained gait^ and gyde^^ to God; 
Of al my Reakne ye ar the rewV and rpd* 
It that ye dome think it fould be done ; 
Quhen that ye ihrink I have one ibnyie ibn<« 
Thus be ypw ay a^i^ exs^ple mem tais : 
And as ye ^ than al and Cund^e iayis ; 
It that ye think richti or yit ^e^jibun^ 
To that I can nor na map haye cbeiroun. 
And that ye thinH u.nrefropn,^ or wra[\g» 
Wee al and fundrie fings th? famtn faqg. 
Bet ai^ thiPg i? 1 wald y<B upd^rilud?. 
The caufe iqto this place fqr to cgi\4u.dCi 

B 4 Quhairfoir 
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Quhairfoir and quhy I gart yow hidder cun^| 

My Clargiei and my Clarks, al and fum ; 

To yow I have na iither tail, nor tbeamcy 

Exceptand to yow Biihops a probieame ; 

Quhilk is to mt ane que&ioun and dout ; 

Out of my mind I wald ye put it out. 

That is to fay, Qyhairfoir and quhy 

In auld times and days of ancefhy, 

Sa monie Bifliops War, and men of kirk, 

Sa grit wil had ay gude warkes to wirk. 

And throw thair prayers, maid to God of micht. 

The dum men fpak ; the blind men gat their (icht ^ 

The deif men heiring ; the cruikit gat thair fett ; 

War narte in bail bot weill thay culd them beit. 

To feik folks, or into fairnes fyne, 

Til al thay wald be mendis, and mcdecyne. 

And quhairfoir now in your tynoc ye waric ; 

As thay did than quhairfoir fa may not ye ; 

Quhairfoir may not ye as thay did than ? 

Declair menowthis queflioun, gif ye can* 

, T9the BurgeJ/iS, 

VPON the morne, efter fervice and meet. 
The King came in, and fat doun in his fait. 
Into the hal, amang the Burges men ; 
With him ane Glark, with ink, paper, and pen* 
And bad them that thay fould, foroutin mair, 
^is queflioun reid, affolye, and declair. 
And the BurgelTis, that this queftioun weil kne\r| 
Hes ordaned ane wyfe man, and ape treW| 

'■ Thf 
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The queftioun to reid foroutin fail. ^ 
^d he ftude up, and this began his tail* 

The an/kveir to the Jirft quefiioun^ 

EXCELLENT hie, richt michty prince, and King ! 
Your Hienes heir wald faine wit of this thing, 
Quhy burges baimis thryvis not to the thrid air; 
Can never thryve bot of al baggis is bair. 
And ever mair that is for to fay. 
It that thair eldars wan thay cafl away ? 
This queilioun declair f«l weiU I can : 
Thay begin not quhair thair fathers began. 
Bot, with ane heily hart, baith doft and derft, 
Thay ay begin quhair that thair fathers left. 
Of this mater largelie to fpeik mair, 
Qijhy that thay thryve not to the thrid air; 
Becaus thair fathers purelie can begin ; 
With hap, and halfpenny, and a lambs ikin. 
^ And purelie ran fra toun to toun on feit ; 

And than richt oft wetlhod, werie, and wett« 

Quhilk at the laft, of monie fmals, couth mak 

This bonie pedder ane gude fute pak. 

At ilkane fair this chapman ay was fund ; 

Quhil that his pak was wirth fourtie pund« 

To beir his pak, quhen that he feillit force, 

He bocht ful fone ane mekil ilalwart hors* / 

And at the laft fo worthelie up wan, 

He bocht ane tart to carie pot and pan ; 

Baith Flanders coffers, with counters and kift; 

|9e woz a ^rand rich man or anie wifl. 

^ An4 
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And fyneunto the townr, tcrfelafidtbf* 
He held a chop, to fel;bi» cbftffoi^. 
Than bocht he wol^ and wyfelic couth it wcyt 
And efter that fone faylit he the fey ; 
Than (dome he hameravyesie potent man I 
And fpoufit fytoe a miohtie wyfo. rlcht tbatt 
He failit ov«k the iejr & oft andr oft 
Quhil at the lad ane iemcUe fhip.he oofr. 
And waxe fa fol of warldift vRdtk aadi wan-^ 
Hii hands he wi(B in ane fUvwc baiiti* 
Forouttn gold or IHver ibto huedr, 
Wirth thiie tbou&ni pund' was hit ccyjbui^n 
Hiche was }m gounis with unheirgamiei^ pjr i^ 
For ibnday fUk^ for iik da)r grene aadrgfayb 
His wyfe was cumli^ cbd in fcarte^rod. 
Scho had na dout of deirtb of dA nor breid-* 
And efter that, withb a twealie yeir. 
His fone gat op aae ftelwart mam^ and ittiBm 
And efter that this burges we of reid 
Deity as we mon do al indeid% 
And fra he was deid than come his. fbpe^ 
And enteijt in the wekh that he had wooe^ 
He fleppit not bis fteps in the ^reit,. 
To win this welth ; Qor for it was he weit. 
Qpben he wald fieip> he Vtrantit not a i^riok 
To win this welth : na ffur k fwdt na ftvipk* 
Thairfoir that lichtlie cams wil bchtlie ga* 
Te win this wd&h he had na work, nor wa» 
To win this gude hs had not ane il honne; 
(2uhy fould he have the fwtit had aot4he foupe > 

I 
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pon his fingers with riche rings- en raw, 

is mother not tholic the reik- on him to bUww 

nd wil n6t hdir^ for very ihame and £11, 

hat ever his father fald ane (heip ikin*^ 

:e wald hi^i fayne with Benedicite 

l^ha fpak of onie degrading of h^s* degric^ 

^ith twi men and ane varlot at his bak| 

nd ane libberly ful lytil to lak ; 

^ith ane wald hebaith wod and wTakh 

^ha at him fpcak how fald he the claith^ 

t hafard wald he derffie play at dyfc; 

.nd to the taver4M ei^ he was to tyie* 

hus.wifl he never of wa, hot ay of weil, 

[ubil he had flietie flidden fra his feil ; 

pe to the court than can be mA repair^' 

nd fallow him fyne to ane Lords air. 

le weips nocht for na warld's welth, nor wiiif 

iihil drink and dyoe have pourit hidn to the piii# 

[e can not mak be craft to win ane eg ; 

luhat ferlie is tboch burges bairnes beg ? 

ndy SiXf this is the cans, as I declair^ 

[uhy burges bairnes thrives not to the t4irid air, 

^eily quod the Xing, thow ferves thy rewaird ; ' 

or wylelie hes thow this q^eiiioun declaird* 

ir Clafky tak ink, with pen on paper wryte; 

nd as he faid tbow dewlie put on d) t«* 

HAN to his Lords cum is this nobil king, 

lefyrand for to wit the fofyeing » 

If this quef^ioun, this probieame, and this dout, 

'he quhilks Lords had al than round about, 

Adtryfctlic, 
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Advyfetlie, as weil it fould accord, 
Thair language laid upon ane agit Lord. 
The quhilk fhide up, and rich wyfelie did ?^l 
Unto the King, and this began his tailL 

fie an/werg to tie ftcond quiftiotat. 

EXCELLENT hie, richt naichty Prince and furc 
Ay at your call we ar, under your cure. 
And now fen ye have gart us hither cum. 
This dout for to dedair,' baith al and fum. 
That is to fay, the caufe quhairfoir and quhy 
Sic worth ie Lordt war in dayis gane by ; 
Sa ful of fredonne, worfliip, and honour, 
Hardie in hart, to ftand in everie flour : 
And now in us, ye meine ay mair and roair 
Into your tyme ye find the hail contrair ? 
Sir, this it is the caus, quhairfoir ahd quhy: 
Your Jttftice ar fa ful of fucquedry ; 
Sa covetous, and ful of avarice. 
That thay your Lords imparres of thair pryoe* 
Thay dyte your lords, and hcryis up your men : . 
The theif now fra the leillman quha can ken ? 
Thay wryte up leill, and fols, baith al andfuna; 
And dytes them under ane pardoun. 
Thus, be the hulbandman never fa Jeil, 
Hedytit is, as ane theif is toflell. 
Thay luketo nocht bot gif ane man have gude; 
And it I trow man pay the Jufticc fude : 
The theif ful weill he wil himfelf overby j 
, Quhen the leill man into tlie lack wil lyt 
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The leil man for to compone wil nocht confent, 
Becaus he- waits he is ane innocent. 
Thus ar the huibands dytit al hut dout ; 
And heryit quyte away al around about. 
Sunatyme, quhen huibandmen went to the weir, 
Thay had ane jack, ane bow, or els aine fpeir: 
And now befoir quhair thay had ane bow, 
Ful faine he is on bak toget ane fow. 
And, for ane jak, ane raggit cloke hes tane^; 
Ane fword, fweir out, and roufiie for the rane;. 
Quhat fould iic men to gang to ane hoiil, 
I^yker to beg than enemies to boifl ? 
And your Lords, fra thair tennantes be puir. 
Of gold in kift na koifer has na cuir. 
Tra thay be al puir that ar them under; 
Thoch tha be, puir your Lords is na wonder : 
Tor ritch huibands, and tenants of grit inicht. 
Helps ay thair Lords to hald thair richt. 
J^nd quhen your Lords ar puir, this to conclude, 

Thay fel thair fonnes and airs tor gold and gude ^ 

TJnto ane mokrand carle, for dereft pryfc. 

That wift never yit of honour, nor gentryfc. 

This worfhip, and honour of linage. 

Away it weirs thus for thair difparage. 

Thair nianheid,.and thair menfe, this gait thay xpurlej 

For mariagc thus unyte of ane churle. 

The quhilk wift never of gentrie, na honour, 

Offredome, worfliip, vaffalage, nor valour. 

This is the caufe drcidles, for withoutin dout, 

Fra al your Lords how honour h al out* 

And 
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And thu^tny^Lords'bade me.to yow lay. 
How honour, fredoctve, and worCbip, is away* 
THAN fpak the King, your condofion is.qiaami j 
And tbairatteur ye mnk to us a plaints 
And io ydllf -ferttenec th4j8 -ye ftieine-toi^ 
Lcil mcri^r httrt, -and tkeifis gets away; 
And thus methink ye fnei^jilflke J8 ifmiird; 
Yonr tennants, -and your l^iH huibands, ar^uirc 
And, clnhan-that tbay >ar j3^»ird, than ar ye pnrpi 
The ^llk to yow i* baith charge and^ cure ; 
That ye for gold batth'wed^tl wage | 
iTc fel your fones and aifes-inarkge " 
'To cairls of kynde ; and, bot foi* tbair riches^ 
In quhom is na-nurtiwe, -nor iiobikses, 
Fredonie, wor(hip, raanheid, fior honoilt, . 
The quhtlk to us and yow isdiftioiKnir. 
In fan>c kil4busiliort}y I conclude, 
As ye that ar difcel^dand of our hlude, 
Fov the qtthilk thing I will ye underAand^ 
t^Tith Odd's grace* wee talc it ilpon hand, 
To fef W tMs as reffoun cati reiTieid ; 
In tymeto.cnm thairof tha'ir be na pleid; 
l^tth our Juilice thaif fal pas ahe Do6toUfy 
That lufis God, hrs faul, and our honour. 
^The cp&fhilk ial be and Do6tour in tije Law, 
That fal the fekh of verittc Weil fcnaw : 
And ffa hence furlh ht M baith heir' and td 
Baith tketf puneift, and leil men live in lie.' 
For w«i I wait thair eafi be na war thing 
Thaa ^ovetycc,' m Jnftkt, or in Ki»g^ 
6 



Efter this tail in 11576' fal not tabt ; 

Nor ylt of our Juftite to mak-ancpkifrt. 

And afterward fe dM this Kwgi^utcheSifiHin ; 

On hioi micht na «nan plente ^f reflbua. 

Syne bad his Clark, '- fctit onie varfainee* 

Wrytc this in'his birik of 'remctftberatlce. 

THAN to the Cltrgiecame this iiobill king 

Of his qiieftiotin to heir ' the abfol ving. 

And thay, as men of Wifdome-m tl wark, 

Had laid thair fpeich upon tineteutining dark. 

The quhMk invainc in fcute hadnottaoegrie; 

In al fciencc fcvin hewas^^ an A per^ej 

And in termes fltort, and fentence fair. 

The queftioun began for to' doblair. 

That is to fay qiihairfoir and qtAy, 

In auld trtnes and dayes of anccftry, 

Sa monie Bilhops warand men of kfrk 

Sa grit wil had ^ gude warkes to wirk ; 

And throw thair prayers,- aiaid to God of micht^ 

The dum men fpak ; the blind mea gat thair iieht | 

The deif tncn heiting ; the cruifcitgat thair ieit ; 

Was nane in bailbbt weil thay could them beit« 

And quhairfoir nowal that cuir can warie, 

iMethink ye niene quhatrfbir famay not-we i 

And thus it is your quodlibet and dout. 

Ye gave to us, tareid,'and^if it out. 

7beafifwtr to the tbrid fUe^ioun* 

THIS it the cans, ridit michtie Kidg ! atfliore^ 
To your Hiciies as we &1 thus reports 

The 
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Than heyly to fit on the rayne-boK. 
Thir Bifhops cums in at the north window ; 
And not in at the dur, nor yit at the yet s 
Bot over waine and qubeil in wil he get. 
And he ciimmis not in at the dur, 
God*s pleuch may never hald the fur. 
He is na Hird to keip thay fely flieip; 
Nocht bot ane tod in ane lambikin to creip. 
How foiild he kyth mirakil, and he fa evil ? 
Never bot by the dyfmel, or the devil. 
For, now on dayes, is nouther riche nor pure 
Sal get ane kirk, al throw his literature. 
For fcience, for vertew, or for blude. 
Gets nane the kirk ; bot baith for gold and gude. 
Thus, greit excellent King ! the halie Gaill 
Out of your men of gude away is chaift : 
And, war not that doutles I yow declair. 
That now as than wald hail baith feik and fair. 
Sic wickednes this world is within, 
That fymonie is countit now na fin. 
And thus is the cans, baith nl and fum, 
Quhy blind men ficht, na heiring gets na dura. 
And thus is the caus, the fuith to fay, 
Quhy halines fra kirkmen is away. 
Than, quod the King, well underftand I yow. 
And heir to God 1 mak ane aith and vow ; 
And to my crown, and to my cuntrie to; 
With kirk- gude fal I never have ado, 
It to difpone to lytil or to large ; 
Kirkmen to Iprk fen they have ^l the charge. 
Vol. I. C ,Than 
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Than had this nobil King lang tymc and fpacc ; 
And in his tyme was mekil luk and grace. 
His Lords honourit him efter thair dcgric ; 
The Huibands peice had and tranquilitie ; 
The Kirk was frie quhil he was in his lyfe ; 
The B urges fones began than for to thryfe. 
And efter long was never king more W3rlc : 
And levit, and deit, and endit in God's ferviic* 
And than fpat al that fellowfhip, but fail, 
Gsd and Sand Martyne quyte yow of your tail. 
And than fpak Maifter Archebald fallis we 
Glide tail' or evil, quhider that ever it be. 
Thus, as I can, I fal it tel but hyre, 
To hald ray fute out of this felloun fyre. 

The fecQud talll laid be M. Archehdd. 

A KING thair was fumtyrtie, and eik a Queenc, 
As monie in the land befoir had bene. 
The king was fair in perfoun, frelh and fbrs ; 
Ane feirie man on fute, or yit on hors. 
And nevertheles foil ifalts him befell ; 
Hee liiifit over weil yong counfel : 
Yong men he luifit to be him neifl ; 
Yong men to him thay war baith Clark and Preifl. 
Hee luifit nane \yas aid, or ful of age ; 
Sa did he nane of fad counfel nor fagc. 
To fport and play, quhyle up, and quhylum dou' 
To al lichtnes ay was he redie boun. 
Sa ouir the it;^ cummin thair was a dark. 
Of greit icience, of voyce, word, and wark: 
4 
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And dreiSt him, with al his beiynes; 
Thus with this king to mak his reddens* 
Weil faw he wkh this king micht na mail byde, 
Bot thay that wald al fadnes fet on fyde. 
With club^ and bel, and partie cote with eiris. 
He feinyeit him ane fiile, fond in his feiiis; 
French, Dutchc, and Italie yit als, 
Weil could he fpeik, and Latine feinye falsi 
Unto the kirk he came, befoir the king. 
With club, and cote, aad monie bei to ring. 
Dieu gard^ {\x king, I bid nocht hald in hiddil ; 
I am to yow als lib as feif is to ane riddiU 
Betwixt us twa mot be als mekil ^race» 
As froft and fnaw fra Yule is unto Pace. ' 

Wait yee how the Frenche man fayis fynCf 
2V«/ bon^ he fayis, monfieur fans pyne* 
With that he gate ane joud lauchter on loft : 
Honour, and eis, fir, quha may have for nocht ? 
Cum on thy w^y, fir king, now for Sandt Jamc, 
Thow with me, or I with the, gang hame. 
Now be San£l Katherine, quod the king, and fmyldi 
This fule hes iuonie waverand word, and wyld. 
Cum hame with mee : thow fal have drink ynouch; 
Grand mercy ^ quod the fuill agane, and leuch. 
Now quod the king, fra al dulnes and dule 
Wee may us keip, quhil' that wee have this fuil. 
He feinyeit him a fuil in deid and word; 
The wyfbr man the better can be boufd. 
Quhil at the lail this fuil was call it alway 
Fuil of fuilcs, and th^ ilk man wald fay» 

C a Thus 
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Thus was this fuil ay flil with the King, 
Quhil he had weil confiddcrit, in al thing. 
The conditions, ufe, manner, and the gyfe^ 
And coppyit weil the king on his beft wyfe. 
Sa fel it on a day this nobil king 
Unto ane cietie raid for his fporting : 
"this fuil perfavit well the King wald pas. 
Unto ane iither cietie, as it was. 
He tuke his club, and ane table, in his hand, 
For to prevene the tyme he was gangand, 
Sa be the way ane woundit man fandc he ; 
And with this fuil war runners, twa of thrie. 
Sum of the court, and fum of the kitchene. 
And faw ane nian, but Lciche or Mcdycene, 
Sa fair woundit micht nouther ga nor fleir : 
At him this fuil con al the caus fpeir. 
He anfwered, and faid, revcr and theif. 
Thou hes me hurt, and brocht me in mifcheif.. 
With that his wounds war fillit ful of fleis. 
As ever in hyke theair biggit onie beis. 
Than ane of them, that had pitie, can pray 
That he mot (kar they feiloun fleis away. 
Than fpak the fuil and faid, lat them be now m; 
P'or thay ar ful ; the hungry wil cum than. 
. For thir dois nocht bot lits> as thou may fc; 
For thay ar als ful as thay may be : 
Be thir away it is evil, and na gude. 
The hungric fleis wil cum and Ibuk his blude. 
The ofter that thir ficis away be cheill, 
The new ficis will mair of his blude waiil ; 
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And draw his blude, and fonk him fine fa fair ; 

Thairfoir lat them alane ; Ikar them na mair. 

ft 

The fair man him beheld, and him he demes, 
And faid he was not ilk a full as he femes, 
Sone, after that ane lytil, came the King, 
With monie man can gladelie fport and iing ; 
Ane cow of birks into his hand had he, 
To keip than well his face fra midge and fle. 
For than war monie fleand up and doun. 
Throw kynd of yeir, and halt of that regioun. 
Sa lukit he ane lytil by the way, 
He law the woundit man, quhair that he lay. 
And to him came he rydand, and can fraine, 
Quhat ailit him to ly and fairly graine ? 
The man anfwered, I have fik Hurt, 
Por beith with theif and rever I am hurt. 
And yit, fuppois I have all the pyne. 
The fait is yowris, fir King, and nathing myne. 
For, and with yow glide counfal war ay clieif, 
Than wald ye flanche weill baith rever and theif. 
Have thow with the, that can well dance and fing, 
Thow taks nocht thocht thi realms weip and wring. 
With that the King the bob of birks can wave, 
The fleis away out of his woundis to have : 
And than began the woundit man to grane. 
Do nocht fa, fir, allace I am flane. 
How fayis thow, thow tell me quod the Kin^', 
Quhy thow fayis fa I ferly of this thing? 
And fa faid al his men, that flude about, 
Thow wald be haill and thay war chafit out. | 

C 3 T\k ! 



J 



>i P R I E S T S O F 

The fair can fay, be him that can us fave,, 

Your fule, fir King, hes mair wit than ye kave* 

And weil I ken, be his phifnomie. 

He hes mair wit nor al your cumpanie. 

My tung is fweir, my bodie hes na flrenth» 

Frane at your f ule he can tel yow at lenth ; 

I am but deid, and I may fpeik na mair, 

Adew, fir, for I have faid : weil mot ye fair. 

Fra this fair man now cummin is the King, 

Havand in mynd great murmour and moving; 

And in his hart greit havines and thocht ; 

Sa wantonly in vane al thing he wrocht. 

And how the cuntrie throw him was misfame. 

Throw yong counfel ; and wrocht ay as a barne^ 

And yit, as he was droupand thus in dule. 

Of al and al he ferlcit of his fule t 

Quhat kynde of man this fuil with him fould be ; 

And quhat this fair man be this fuil micht fe. 

And quhat it is the cans, quhairfoir and quhy, 

He was wyfer than al his cumpany. 

Quhan cummin was the king to that citie. 

Full fail than for his fule frainit he. 

And quhan the king was fet doun to his meit, 

ynto bis fuil gart mak ane femely feit ; 

Ane Roundel with ane cleine claith had he, 

Keir quhair the king micht him baith heir and jR 

Than, quod the king, a lytilwie, and leuch, 

Sir fuill, ye ar lordly fet aneuch : 

(iuhan ye ar ful, quhat cal thay yow and how 

Sa hamely as ye ar with me now ? 
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Sir to nay name thay cal me fule Fidus^ 
Befoir yow as ye may fe me fit thus ; 
And of this cuntrie ccrtes am I borne, 
With luk, and grace, and fortoun me beforne. 
Schir fuill, tell me gif that ye law this day 
Ane woundit man ly granand by the way ? 
Ye, fir, forfuith (ik ane man couth I lie : 
And in his wound was monie felloun fiie* 
Now, quod the king, fir fuill, to me ye fay 
Quhy Ikarrit ye not thay flies al away ? 
Thocht ye it was ane deid of charitie, 
In feik mans wound for to leife ane flie ? 
Sir, trow me weill, full fuith it is I fay. 
Better was flil thay fieis, jthan ikarrit away ; 
For gif fa be the fleis away ye Ikar ; 
Than efter them ciims hungriar be far. 
Thairfoir war better let them be, but dout, 
For the full fleis halds the hungrie out* 
The hungi ie flie, that never had been thair, 
Scho fouks the mans wound fa wonder iair; 
And quhen the fleis ar ful than byde thay ftil. 
And flops the hungrie beis to cum thaiitil. 
Bot, fir, allace, methink fa do not ye ; 
Ye ar fa licht and ful of vanitie : 
And fa weil lufis al new things to perfew ; 
That ilk feffioun ye get ane lervant new. 
Q^ihat wil the ane now fay unto the uthet^^ 
Now fteir thy hand myne awin deir brother; 
Win fad be tyme ; and be nochi lidder 2 
For wit thou weil, Hal binks ar ay flidd«r. 

C 4 Thaiifoir 
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ThaiiToir now, quhither wraag it be or richt^ 
Now gadder faft, quliil we have tyme and micht. 
Se na man now to the King eirand fpeik, 
Bet gif we get ane bud ; or ellis we fal it breik. 
And quhan thay ar full of lie wrang win, 
Thay get thair leif : and hungryar cums in. 
Sa fharp ar thay, and narrowlie can gadder, 
Thay pluck the puir, as thay war powand hadder* 
And taks buds fra men baith neir and far ; 
And ay the laft ar than the firft far wan 
Juftice, Crounar, Sariand, and Juflice Clark, 
Removes the auld, and new men ay thay mark* 
Thus fla thay al the puir men belly flaucht.; 
And fra the puir taks many felloun fraucht : 
And fteirs them, and wait the tyde wil gang. 
Syne efter that far hungrier cums than. 
And thus gait ay the puir folk ar at under : 
This world to fmk for fin quhat is it wonder ? 
Thairfoir now, be this exampil we may fe. 
That ane new fervant is lyke ane hungrie fle. 
Than, quod the King, quhat fay ye to our fule, 
Suppois that he had bene ane dark at fcule ? 
To God now, quod the King, I mak ane vow. 
Ye ar not fik ane fule as ye let yow- 
Thus wonderit al, the King that fat about. 
And of this fule had ferly, dreid, and dour, 
Thoch he was fule in habit, in al feiris. 
Ane wyfer fpeik thay hard never with thair eiris. 
Thus ferlyit al thair was, baith he and he, 
Quhat maner of ane thing micht this be; 
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And lyke to ane was nocht into Rome, 
Yit than his word was ful of al wifdomc. 
For he as fule began guckit and gend, 
And ay the wyfer n\^n ncirar the end. 
And thus the King, and al his cumpany. 
Upon this fuil had wonder and ferly. 

Of the JUfing of the ntaum 

SYNE efter this ane gentleman percace 
Had flane ane man, al throw his rakleihes. 
And to the court he come, and tald this thing 
Unto ane man was inward with the King: 
And faid, fir, lo I am in the King's grace ! 
That hes ane mdn flane in ray fault, allacel 
And wil ye gar the King to that confent. 
For it I fal yow pay, and content. 
This courteour held on this to the king ; 
And tald him al this tail to the ending. 
And than the king, for his lufe and inftance. 
Bad bring the man that happened that mlfchatice. 
Unto the king his taill quhen he had^tald ; 
Ful fliarplie to this man he could behald : 
Ane femelie man of mak fa femit he. 
To flay that man he thocht ane greit pitie. 
And bad him pafle quhair he lykit to ga j 
And be gude man and efter fla na ma. 
Sone efter that, within half a yair, 
Ane uther man he flew withoutin weir. 
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He wepes, and he (ichs now fa fair. 

That he ilk miiTe will efter do na mair : 

In all your realpne thair is na wichter man; 

Greit pitie is it for to tyne him than. 

Ye m^y him have, and of his golfd and geir. 

He will ftand yow in Heid in tyrae of weir. 

Suppais he hes ilane twa, better it is that yp 

Have twa men (lane, than thus for to ila tMc» 

Xl^airfoir heir I befeik yow in this cace 

That ye wald tak him in your gudelic grace. 

The King bad than bring him to his prefence» 

And him forgave all fault and offence: '' 

And bad him ga, and do iik miile na mair; 

Thus tuke this man his leif and hame can fair« 

Syne efterward this man that we of reid 

The thrid man hes he flane yit indeid. 

Of the thride Jlaynt metim 

THAN to the court agane maid his repair^ 
Sik grace to get agane as he did air. 
Sa come hee to the courteour to tell 
His fortoun, and his cace how it befell. 
This courteour to fpeik wald not fpair, 
For yow forfuith, fir, dar I fpeik na mair: 
Sa oft and oft ye have done fik iiiifcbeif ; 
I dar not fpeik it to the king for greif. 
Now be my faul, and fa mot I do weiU, 
Is na remeid, als far as I can feill. 
Or quhither that ye fal live the land, allacc. 
Or put yow yit into the King's grace. 

This 
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This courtcoiir agane unto the King 
Now cummin is, and tald hail this thing ; 
And how the nian, befoir the twa had flanc, 
The thrid man thus hes he flane agane* 
With that the King, quhen that he hard the tai 
In grit grcif than wox he wan and pail. 
And fwetth he faid, bring him now heir to me 
Sal ne}ther gold nor gude let him to die. 
<5et he my pitie, than God put me out of my 
And he wald gif me all the Golden Inde. 
Syne gart he bring to him the famyn man. 
Set doun to judge, to heid or to hang. 
This man, that was fa cumbred of this cace, 
Oo kneis fel, and a&it the Kings grace : 
The king plainly all grace can him deny; 
And taUi to him the caus, and re^bun quhy. 
With that upon ane lytil bony ilule 
Sat Fidtus, that was the Kings fule, 
And faid, now an ye gar not heid or hang 
This man, for them that he flew, it war wran 
The iirft man, weil I grant, he flew ; 
The uther twa in faith them flew yow. 
Had thou him puneift, quhan he flew the firft, 
The uther twa had bene levand I wifl : 
Thairfoir, allace, this tail, fir, is over trew 
For in fjude faith the lall twa men ye flew. 
The Pfalmes fayis David war and wyfe 
Bliil: mot thay be that keips law and juftice : 
Thairfoir I wald that ye ibuld not prefume 
Na to have count, upon the day of Dome, 



mm 



P E B L I S, 29 

For mans body thair to give ane yeild, 

Quhome to ye fould be flckar fpeir, and flieild. 

Of all the realme, quhom of ye beir the croun, 

Of lawit, and leirit ; riche, pure ; up and doua ; 

The quhilky and thay be flane with mans hand, 

Ane count thairof ye fall gif I warrand ; 

Lefle than it be throw fum grit negligencCf 

Quhairin his mercy or in his defence* 

And on the day of Dome, be Sand Faull, 

The Bifliops mon ay anfwer for the faull ; 

Gif it be loft, for fault of preift or preiching^ 

Of the richt treuth it haif na chefing ; 

In fa far as the faull is forthy 

Far worthier is than the blait body ; 

Many Bifliops in ilk realme wee fee : 

And hot ane King into ane realme to bC;^ 

Thus hes the faull mair work and cure 

Than the body, that is of na valure. 

Be this was faid, the King fayis, wa is mec ! 

For I am fule of fules weill I fee. 

I fe weill I have lytil part of fcule. 

That thus fould be informit with ane fule: 

I fe weil be this taill this fule can tcl 

That I had greitly neid of wyfe counfell. 

To fend for all my Lords I confent ; 

I defyre this to be in Parliament. 

And it be trew my fule hes faid me heir, 

I fal weil rewaird him withouttin weir: 

And be it fals, and ful of fantafy, 

Ane fule he is, and fule him hald fal I. 

Aiui^ 
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And, throw this fule, this maa-flayer did get 
Unto the Parliament pcrfyte relpet. 
And eiter quhan thir Lords al can cum 
Unto this Parliament, baith al and fum, 
Be al the thrie Eflaits it was found, 
Coniiderand al the mater, crop and ground^ 
This Fi6his, that was callit the fule. 
Was wyfe in word, thocht he was dark in fcole* 
The King bad al the thrie Eftaits that thay 
Sould lit.doun al, and fic a ganand way, 
Qnhat men in hous war meit with him to dwell. 
Of wiidome for to gif him counfel ; 
And for to mak, be his Eflaits thrie. 
Into this realme concordant unitie. 
And quhen that al this deid was dewlie done. 
The King fweir, be bis fceptour and his croun, 
That be fould never gif mercie to nane 
That flaucbter in his realme committit than 
V^ganis his will, hot throw his negligence. 
Or ellis that it be fund in his defence. 
And fik ane rewll maid he into his land. 
That luck and grace in it was ay growand. 
And than this nobill King all lichtnes left ; 
All hot ane thing that was not fra him reft. 
The quhilk for ill toungs long had bene : 
Ane ftill llrangenes betwixt him and his Queer 
He beddit nocht richt oft, nor lay hir by, 
Bot throw lichtnes did lig in lamenry. 
SA happenit throw cace, into the toun. 
Unco ane burges innis he maid him boun;* 
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Anc lytill wie befoir the feifi: of Yule, 

In cumpanie bot fyvefum, and his fulc 

This b urges had ane dochter to him deir, 

Aric bonie wenche (lie was, withoutin weir : 

The King on hir he cafts his luftie eine. 

And with hir faihe wald in ane bed haif bene. 

Hec wift full Weill that nane had hee 

That was fa fubtill as Pidus was^ and flee ; 

He callit hfm, and privilie can fay, 

Sik fantefie hes put me in effray, 

I am fa ful of luft and fantefy, 

With this madyn, on benk that fits me by. 

For gold, for gude; for wage, or yit for wed; 

This nicht I wald have hir to my bed. 

Than, quod the fuill, I underfland vow Weill ; 

I tnk on hand to do it everie deill. 

Sit ftill now* fir, wil ye let me allane ; 

Be mee this eirand fall be iindertanc. 

Sone efter, quhan thay war at fport and play, 

The fule came to this bonie prettie may ; 

And faid, Madyn wift ye of the degrie 

How plefant it is to God virginitie ? 

Tak exaropill S. Margaret and Katiine; 

And monic uther fants that ar fine : 

In Kevins blefie that hcs fik joy and grie. 

With crown on heid, for thair virginitie. 

I wait, for all the gold into this toun, 

Of madynheid ye wald not tyne the croiin* 

Bot ay the King Went he had befie bene 

Of the mater that was thir twa betwene : 
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And to the virgine yong thus fpak the King, 

Quhat my fulc fayis a trow be na leving. 

Sir, quod dio, his faw was fuffiiaDd ; 

And as he fayis I fall do God willaod. 

Be that the kings Stewart cummin is 

To have the king to his fupper, I wis ; 

The king faid to his fule in privatie 

Of the eirandy Fi£tus, how fal it be ^ 

Now hard yow not hirfdf confent thairto. 

That as I faid to yow dio hecht to do ? 

Bot ane thing have I hecht (ickerly 

That nane fal cum about hir, fir, bot I. 

The virgine is bot yong, and thinks fhamc ; 

And is full laith to cum in ane ill name* 

And quhan the kings fupper was at end, 

Fi6tus the fule unto the Queene can wend ; 
And to hir faid, do my counfel, madame, 
To yow it fall be nouther fin nor fhanae. 
A b urges dochtcr, to hir father deir. 
This nicht the King thinks to have but weir. 
And tald hir all the cace, and maner how 
Hir for to have he gart the King weil trow ; 
l^ot that, be God, that with his blude us bocht, 
"With hir to gar him fin was never my thocht. 
The King commands to his chief Chalmerlane 
Quhan ever I cum with hir I be intane ; 
And in his bed fal prively in creip, 
Quhil that the king fal cum thair and fieip ; 
And privelie thus, be the day agane. 
Away with me the madyn fal be tane. ; 

Thairfoi 
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Thairfoir, madame, for God be not agaft, 

About your "held your cloke clenlie caft : 

Quhairfoir fould ye dout or be a drad ? 

Is nane bot ye fould bruik the King's bed. 

The warfi: may fall, fuppofe it wittin war, 

Methocht he hang yow vvil be never ikar^ 

And thus is my counfel, Madame, ye do» 

In faith, quod flio, and I confent thairto* 

AH thus and thus befoir as ye have hard 

The Queene is brocht unto the king's bed; 

The quhilk ail nicht in uthers arms lay ; 

Qiihat man to tcl of al thair fport and play ? 

The king thocht never nicht to him fo fliort ; 

Sa lykit he that nichts play and fport. 

And on the morne, a lytil befoir day. 

The fiile came in and tulce the Queene away. 

And thus and thus, efter nichts thrie, 

With his avvin Queene grit gaming had and gllc ; 

And weft he wend that it had bene but weir 

That with him lay the burges dochter deir; 

Quhome throw he had fik joy and fik plefance^ 

Quhilk maid him ay the fuic for to avance. 

Sa was the King fa amorat of his fulej 

Befydc himfelf ay fat upon a llule. 

Was never yet mair joy and plefance fene 

Than the king hes in bed with his awin queene. 

And that was na grit ferly to befal, 

For flio was fair, and gude, and yong withalp 

And thus the fule, quhen he perfaving had 

How that the king fa joyful was and glade, 

Vol. I. . D Unt< 
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Unto the king he came in privitie, 

And faid, now, fir, ane thing that ye tel me ; 

Quhairfoir it is the cace fane wit wald I 

Qiihy that ye have in yow fik fantafy 

To ly with wemen, and of law degrie, 

Aganis your Quen*s wil and majeflic ? 

Coniiderand weil that flio is fair and giide^ 

With ilkane uther bewtie to conclude. 

Or quhy at hir ye have al this defpyte ? 

And quhy ye find in uthers fik delyte? 

Or quhat plefance ye had thir nichts thrie, 

With your awin Qiieene in bed than mair to be ? 

The king anfwered, and faid, now fickarly 

I cannot tel the reflbun, caus, nor quhy, 

Fidlus, my fule, with the na mair to flytc, 

Bot wantonlie ay followcs my appetyte. 

And quhan that my delyte is upon uther. 

Than mony folk wil cum, and with me fludder 5 

And fum wil tel il tailes of the Queene, 

The quhilk be hir war never hard nor fenc. 

And that I do thay fay al weil is done. 

Thus fals clattcrars puts me out of tone : 

And thus, bccaus I am licht of feirs. 

And heirs evil tailes, and lichtly lendis my eiris. 

And thus of hir I have na appetyte, 

And of al others ay have I grit delyte. 

Sir, quod the fule, wil ye not confent 

Thir thrie nichts that ye war weil content ? 

Ye that I grant, be God that is of micht, 

Had never nane man- plefance on the nicht. 

\ Cod, 
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God, quod the King, fend my fortoun had bene 

Sen flio I had thir nichts thrie war Qiieene ! 

Quhat wil ye gif me, than fpeiks the fiile, 

Suppofe I be na cunning dark in fcule, 

Within thrife dayes to mak it well fene, 

With God's law for to mak hir your Queened 

And thair to do fstl na man fay agane ; 

And do I not my heid fal be the pane. 

Than, quod the King, thairto 1 hald my hand, 

ThovvTal have gude gold, lordfliips, and land. 

Or caft fra the thy cote, and be thow wyfe, 

Ane bifhoprik fal be thy benefyfe. 

Than, quod the fule, without feinyeing or fabrl, 

Hald up your hand to hald this firme and llabil. 

The King thairto fware oft and oft, 

And thair he has his hand haldin on loft. 

And now, quod the fule, it fallis to na King 

To brek his vow, or yit his oblilling: 

And it that I have hecht thus fone lal be ; 

Scho is ybur Queene ye had thir nichts thrie. 

That, quod the kiag, be him that deid on rude. 

Sir fule, I trow ye may not mak that gude. 

Sir I |>ray yow be not ^vil payit nor wraith, 

Efter fa llrait ane oblcfling and aith. 

And gif that ilic plcHt yow thir nichts thrie ; 

Fra hyneforth now quhairfoir may not fa be? 

Richt now ye wald have had hir to your wyfc ; 

And thair'ui now with me ye mak ane flryfe. 

<iiihat, quod the king, be him that was borne in YvlCj 

1 hou art ane auld fcoller at rhe fcule, 

D 2 I farly 
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I farly quhair fik fophine thou lies fiind, 
That with my awin band thou hes me bun4« 
Notwithflanding I am hartly content 
To my awin Queene I wil hartly confent ; 
And mair attour, I fweir the be the hevin, 
) fal hir never difpleis for od nor evin^ 
With thy that (he may preif that it was fho^ 
Thir nichts thrie with quhom I had ado. 
And wi^h that word, foroutia mair carping. 
Unto the Queene*s chalme;* conie the King, 
And fimply to hir prefencc can perfew, 
And tempit hir with tokens gudeand trewi 
And (Ickarly he fand that it was iho 
With quhonae thay nichts thrie he had ado. 
Than joyful .was he in his hart's fplcne. 
Of the plefance he had with his awin Queene^ 
Than on his kneis he alkit forgivenes 
For his licht lay tes, and his wantones : 
And flio forgave Uim meiklie this ful tyte 
That he had done throw lichtnes of dely te ^ 
. For \Yeil fho faw that al was fantefy 
That he u(it, and richt greit foly. 
And thus the King and Queene, into this cacc. 
Thank it thair God for thair weilfair and grace. 
And fyne this fule thay thankit of al. 
That caufed (ik concord amang them fal. 
And off his coate thay tirlit be the crounj| 
And on him kefl ane fyde darkly goun j 
And quhen this fyde goun on him micht be, 
Ane cunning dark and wyfe than femit he. 
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5yhc eftcr forte ane Bilhop thair was deid j 
Ful fone was he maid Bifhop in his fteid. 
A.nd to the King and Queiene he was ful leif ; 
A.nd of thair in\Vart coiinfell ay maift cheif. 
And God fend fik examples ay wer feac 
To ilkane King that liiifit nocht his Queene I 
God gif us grace and fpace on eird to fpend! 
Thus of my tail now cummin is the end. 
And than fpak al the fallowfliip thus fyne, 
God quyte yow, fit*, your tail, and fant Martyn^. 
Sir Williame than fayis, now fallis me 
To tel ane tail ; thoch I be of yow thrie 

The febilleft, andleift of literature; 

Yit than, With all my diligence and cure^ 

To tell ane taill now fik ane as I have : 

Of me methink yoU fould na lither crave. 

Tht thridtaili t aid he Maift er fVilUanUi 
A KING thair is, and ever mair will be, 
Thairfoir the King of kings him call we* 
Thus he had a man, as hes mony. 
Into this land, als riche as uther 5ny. 
This man, that we of fpeik, had freinds thrie ; 
And lufit them nocht in ane degrie. 
The firfl freind, quhil he was laid in delf, 
He lufit ay far better than himfclf : 
The nixt fi;eind than alfweil luifit he, 
An he himfelf luifit in al degrie : 
The thrid freind he luifit this and fwa 
In na degrie like to the tother tvva i 

D 3 Suppoia 
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Suppois he waa anc friend to him in name^ 

To him as freind yit wald he never dame. 

The tothcr twa his frdndis war indeid 

As he thocht ^uhen that he had onie neid. 

S» fell it on ane day fcne efier than 

This [Kingjhe did (end about this rich man j 

And fent to him his officer, but weir, 

Thus but delay befoir him to compeir. 

And with him count and give reckning of all 

He had of him al tyme baith grit and fmal. 

With that this officer pafl on gude fpeid, 

And fummond this riche man we of reid ; 

And al the cace to him he can record, 

That he in haift fould rum to his awin Lord, 

This rich man be he had hard this tail 

Ful fad in mynd he wox baith wan and pail. 

And to himfeife he faid, fickand ful fair, 

Atlace how now ! this is ane haifly fair ! 

And I cum thair, my tail it wil be taggit ; 

For 1 am red that my count be ovtr raggit* 

Quhat fall do, now may I fay, allacc : 

A cumbred man I am into this cace. 

I have na uther help, nor yit fupplie^ 

Bot I wil pas to my freinds thrie: 

Twa of them I hiifit ay fa weil, 

But ony fault thair freindiliip wil I feik 

The thrid freind 1 leitlichtly of ay; 

Quhat my he do to me bot fay me nay ? 

Now wil I pas to them, and preif them novtf. 

And tel them al the caus and mancr Ijow. 
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To the fir ft friend. 

THVS came he to his fremd that he 
Lufit better than himfelf in al degrie. 
And faid, lo freind my hart thow ever had ; ^ 

And now, aliace, I am ful ftraitly flad. 
To me the King his officer hes fend ; 
For he wil that my count to him be kend : 
And I am laith, allane, to him to ga, 
Without with me ane freind be ane or twa, 
Thairfoir I pray yow thatye tel me now to 
In this mater quhat is the befl ado ? 
And thus anfwered thrs freind agane, that he 
Over al this warld lufit as A per C, 
The devill of hell, he faid, now. mot me hing, ] 

And I compeir befoir that crabit King ! 
lie is fa ful of juHice, richt, and refToun, 
I lufe him not in ocht that will me cheffoiin. 
He lufis not na riches, be the Rude, 
Nor hilenes in hart, nor evil won gude. 
Than evil won gude to gar men gif aganc 
Thair may be na war ufe now in ane. 
Agane him can I get na gude defence ; 
Sa jufl he is, and flark in his confcience# 
And al things in this warld that I call richt, 
It is nocht worth an eg into his ficht : 
And it that is my lyking and my eis 
To him alway will neither play nor pleis: 
And that to me is baith joy and gloir, 
As fantafys judgit him befoir. 

D 4 And 
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And thus he is aganis me ay and ever ; 
And Weill I wait thairfoir he lufit me never. 
He hes na lyking lufe, nor luft of^me, 
Na I to him quhill the day I die. 
Quhairto thairof fould mak ony mair ? 
I cum nocht to the King, I the dcclair. 
Fra tyme that thow art under now areifl 
Of the, in faith, I have but lytle fcift. 
Be me I trow, thow art but lytill meind ; 
Pas on thy way and feik another freind. 
Now is this man fair murnand in his mynde^ 
Say and, allace my freind is over unkynde ! 
Quhome I wend was fupport and fupplie. 
And now, allace, the contrair now I fie ! 
Away he wend, fayand in wordis wylde, 
I grant be God that I am all begylde. 

The fecound fritnd. 

VNTO this tother friend cummin is this man^ 
That as himfelfe befoir he lufit than. 
And faid, lo freind, the King hes fend for me 
His officer ; and biddis that I be ^ 
At him in haift ; and cum fone to his call : 
And to him mak my count of grit and fmall. 
That I of him in all my dayis had. 
And 1 fie richt I am flraitlie ftad ! 
Now, as my freind, I bidder come to the 
Quhome as mylelfe I lufe in al degre. 
For quhen I am in ftryfe, or yit in Hurt, 
Into my hart methink thow fould be hurt. 
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Thairfoir I pray that thow wald underta 
"With me iinto yon King that thow wald ga. 
This freind aafwered, and faid to him aganc, 
I am difpleifit, and ill payit of thy pane ; 
Bot I am nochtiredie, in onie thing, 
With the for to compeir befoir that king, 
Thoch he hes fend for the his officer ; 
I may not ga with the quhat wil thow mair ? 
Sa-with the I bid nocht for to lane ; 
I am fui red that I cum never agane. 
Quha fal me mend, and of my bail me beit^ 
To tak the fower and for to leif the fweit i 
Quhat I have heir day lie in faith I feill ; 
And that qnhat I fall have I weit not weill. 
Thairfoir this tail is trevv into al tyde, 
Quhair ane feiris weil the langer fould he bydc^ 
Thairfoir, mcthink that 1 fould be to fwek 
Befoir yon king with yow for to appeir* 
Bot a thing is to fay in termes lliort, 
With yow my freind I wil ga to the port : 

Truft weil of me na mair of mync ye get, 

Fra )e be an is in at the king's yet. 

And thus (liortly, with yow for to conclude, 

Mair nor is faid of me ye get na gude* 

With ^lat the man that thus charged his freind. 

He faid, allace I may na longer leind ! 

Sen I my twa bell freinds cou^h aflky : 

I can nocht get a freind yit to my pay, 

That dar now tak in hand, for onie thing, 

With me for to compeir befoir yon king. 

Qiiliafaevcr 
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Qiihafaever may vcnnomc or poifoun taifl. 

That be the hand in qnhom thair traift is maift# 

Me to begylc quha hes mair craft and gin 

Than thay in quhomc my traift ay maift is in ? 

Qiihat ferly now with nanc thoch I be mcind. 

Sen thus falfly now failycs me my freind ? 

Now weil I fe, and that I undcrta. 

Than feinyeit freind.better i^ open fa. 

Als fuith it is as fliips faillis over watters. 

And weil I wait al is not gold that glitters. 

Now is over lait to preif my freind indcid, 

Qjhan that I have lik mifler, and fik neid x 

Better had bene be tyme I had overtane, 

To prcif my freind, quhen mifler had I nanc. 

Allace, quhat fal I fay ? quhat fal I do ? 

1 have na ma freinds for to cum to. 

Bot ane the quhilk is callit my ihrid freind ; 

With him Itrow I will be lytil meind. 

To ga to him I wait bot wind in waif^ 

For in him-l have lytil trouth or traift ; 

Becaus to him I was fa oft unkinde ; 

And as my freind he vva? not in my mynde ; 

Bot helelie and lichtlie of him leit, 

And now to him thus mon I ga and greit, 

How fould I mourne, or mak my mane him to^ 

Befoir with him 1 had fa lytil ado. 

Suppois to me he was ane freind in name, 

Yit than as friend to him wald 1 never clame, 

Of him I had ful lytil joy or feift; 

Of al my freinds in faith I lufit him leiil. 

Qi 
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Quhat ferly is I be not with him mcind; 
1 held him nocht hot for a quarter freind. 

Te tbt ibrid freind, 

NOW cummin the man that we of reid 
Unto this thrid freind, quhen he had iieid. 
And tald him the maner, and the caoe. 
How on him laid an officer his mnce. 
And fumn^ond him, and bad he fould compeir 
Befoir the King, and gif ane count perqueir ; 
And to him mak ane fliarp count of al 
He had into his lyfe, baith grit and fmaL 
And thus ar^fwered his freind to him agane 
Of the in faith, gude freind, I am ful fane. 
Of me altyme thow gave but lytil tail ; 
Na of me wald have dant nor dail. 
And thow had to me done onie thing, 
Nocht was with hart ; bot vane gloir, and licthing* 
With uther freinds thou was fa weill ay wount. 
To me thow had ful lytil clame or count. 
To. the thow thocht I was not wort ane prene. 
And that I am ful rade on the befene ; 
And yit the lytil kyndnes that thow 
To me hes had weil fal I quyte it now. 
For with the fal I ga unto the King, 
And for the fpeik, and plie intil al thing. 
Quhairever thow ga, with me tliow fall be meind. 
And ever halden for my tender friend. 
The King he lufis me weil, I wait, 
Bot ever, allace, to me thow cum over lait ; 

And 
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And thow my eounfal wrocht had in al thiogi 

Ful welcum had thou bene ay to that King* 

Betwixt us twa wit he of unkyndnes, 

Sone wil thow feil he wil the lufe.the les : 

Wit he betwixt us twa be onle lufc, 

He wil be rich: weil payit and the apprufe : 

And he to me wit thow maid ony fait, S 

To the that wil be ful fowre and fait. 

And than weil fal thou find, as thou lufit me^ 

In al maner of way fa fal he the. 

Qiihat is thair mair of this mater to meine ? 

With the befoir the king I fal be fene, 

Quhaircver thow ga, withoutin ony blarney 

As tender freind to the I fal ay clamc j 

Without offence to be thy defendar. 

And ay trewly to be thy protedtour* 

Befoir quhat judge thou appeir up or douii, 

The to defend I fal be reddie boun. 

And quhither I cum agane heir ever or never 

Fra the thus fal I never mair diflever. 

Thoch he the bind and cafl the in a cart. 

To heid or hang, fra the I fal nocht part* 

Quhat wil thou mair that I may fay the til ? 

1 am reddte; cum on quhanever thou wil. 
'AUacel allace! than fayis this riche man, 

Over few I lind are in this warld that can. 
I Chcis ay the bed of thir freinds thrie, 

Qnhill that the tyme be gane that thay fould be* 

'ihow leifs nocht fin qnhill fin hes left the; 

And than qiihan that thow fcis that thow man dej 
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Than is over ]ait> allace ! havand ilk letf , 
Quhan deith's cart will fland befoir the yet. 
AUace, fend ilkane man wald be fa kynde 
To have this Utter freind iiji.to his mynde ! 
And nocht traifl in this utHer freinds twa. 
With him befoir the King that wil nocht ga ! 

^ha he thir thrie freinds^ 
GVDE folk, I wald into this warld that ye 
fiould underlland quhilk ar thir freinds thrc ; 
Quha is the King ; quha 13 this officer ; 
And quha this riche man is. I will declair* 
The King is God, that is of michts maift. 
The Father, Sone, and eik the haly Gaift, 
In ane Godheid, and yit in perfones thre^ 
Thairfoir the King of kings him call we. 
This officer but dout is callit Deid ; 
Is nane his power agane may repleid : 
Is nans fa wicht, na wyfe, na of fik wit, 
Agane his fummond fuithly that may fit. 
3uppofe thay be als wicht as ony wall, 
Thow man ga with hin^ to his Lords halU 
Is na wifdome, riches, na yit fciencc, 
Aganis his officer may mak defence : 
Is neyther caftell, torret, nor yit tour, 
May fear him anis the moment of ane hour. 
His ftraik it is fa (liarpe it will not flint 
Is nane in eird that may indiire his dint ; 
He is fa trew in his office, and lele, 
Is na praktik agane him to appelc. 

Gold, 
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Gold, nor gvidcy corn, cattell, nor yit ky. 
This officer with bud may nocht overby. 
This riche man is baith thow and he. 
And al that in the warld is that mon die. 
And als fbne as the deid till us will cum, 
Than fpeik we to our freinds all and fum* 

^bat is menit be the firfi freind* 

THE firfl: frcind is bot gude penny and pelfe, 
That mony man lufis better than himfelfe. 
And quhan to me or the cumis our deid. 
Our riches than will Hand us in na field : 
To pairt fra it fuppofe we graine and greit. 
It fay is feinveil ! agane we will never meit ! 
Thus, have we ever fa mekill gold, and gude. 
With us nane may we turs, fuppofe we war wod. 
The mair golde and gude that ever we have. 
The mair count thairof this King will crave, ' 
And thus the day, and deid, quhan we mon die, 
Fra us away full faft all riches will flie. 
Thus hald I man imwyfe, I underta, 
That halds ane for his freind, and is his fa« 
Thir thre ar ay haWin for fais evill. 
Our awne flefche, the warld, and the devill. 
And thus thy freind, fa mekil of the mais, 
Is countit ane of thy maift felloun fais ; 
And now with the he will nocht gang ane futc 
Befoir this King, for the to count or mute. 
Thus may thow fie this warlds wit forthy 
Befoir this King is bot grit fantafy. 
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^ba is menit ht the ficound frtind^ 
THIS fecund freind, lat fe, quhome will we call 
Bot wyfe, and barne, and uther freinds all ? 
That thus anfweres, and fayis in tym^s fchort^ 
We will nocht ga with the bot to the port : 
That is to fay unto the Kings yet ; 
With the farder to ga is nocht our dct. 
Quhilk is the yet, that we call now the port ? 
Nocht but our graif to pas in as a mort. 
And than with us unto that yet will cum 
Baith wyfe, and bairnes, and freinds al and fum : 
And thair on me, and the, lang will thay greit, 
Into this world agane or ever we meit. 
In at the yet with the now quha wil ga, 
That I have tald heir of thy freinds twa ? 
Riches, nor gude 5 wyfe, barne, nor freind. 
Of thir foirfaid with the will never leind. 
And quhan that thow art laid into thy hole. 
Thy heid will be na hyer than thy fole# 
And than quhair is thy cod, courche or cap, 
Baith goun and hude had wont the for to hap ^ . 
Nocht bot ane (heit is on thy body bair ; 
And as thow hes done heir {a finds thow thair. 

^hat is menit hi the ihrid freinim 

THIS thrid freind quhome will we cal, let fie; 
Nocht ellis bot Almos deid and charitie* 
The quhilk freind anfwered with words fwcit, 
Of roe, ^8 freind fuppofe thow lytle leit, 

Yit, 
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Yit, for the lytle quantancc that we had, 

Sen that I fe the in flurt fa ftraightly flaci, 

Quhairevcr thow ga, in eird or art, 

With the m\ freind yit fall I never part, 

Quhairevcr thow ga, fuppofe a thowfand fhore the, 

Even I thy Almos deid fall ga befoir the. 

For as thow feis watter dois flokkin fyre, 

8a do I Almos deid the Judges ire. 

Thairfoir, gude folkes, be exampil we fe 

That there is nane thus, of thy freinds thrc. 

To ony man that may ^o gude, bot anc \ 

Almas deid that it be feindie tane* 

Into this warid of it we lat lichtly. 

Throw fleftiely lufl fulfillit with folly ; 

Quhill all our tyme in fantafy be tint. 

And than to mend we may do nocht bot minte. 

It for to do we have na tyme, nor grace. 

Into this eird quhill we have time and fpace. 

Than cum is deid hJve done ! do fort thy det ! 

Cum on away the cart is at the yet. 

Than will we fay with mgny woful wis 

AUace ! allace ! be tyme had wittin this ! 

I fould have done pennance, faft, and pray ; 

And delt my guds in almis deids alway, 

Thairfoir my counfall is that we mend, 

And lippin nocht all to the latter end. 

And fyne, tp keip us fra the finnes fevin. 

That we may win the hie blys of hevin : 

And thus out of this warld that we may win 

But iliame, or det, or deidly fin. 
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And than fpeiks the tother twa full tyte. 
This gude tale fir I trow God will yow quyte* 
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Argument of Part t. 
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fortit to a deftri^^Complaint agan Porfuit^^turt 0/ 
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//////&# Palace of Honour — Court efDik^K — Court 
of Ve n u^ — Hir attendants-^Tht poet complains agan her i 
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PROLOGUE- 



8 1. 
QuHEN paill Aurora with face lamieiTtabill 
Her ruflet mantill borderit all with fabill, 
Lappit about, be heuinly circiimflance, 
iThe tender bed aind aires honorabill 
Of Flora quene till flowris amiabill^ * 

Iti May I rais to do my obfervance ; 
And enter! t in k gardyne of plefance 
"With fol depatnt, as Paradice deledabil, 
And blifsfuU bewis, with bloined varyance.; 

E 3 Sa 



54 T H E P k L O G U £• 

IL 

Sa craftily dame Flora had ouir fret 
Hir heuinly bed, powderit with mony a let 
Of ruby, topas, perlc and emerant. 
With balmy dew, bathit and keyndlie wet ; 
Quhill vapours bote richt frefche and wcil ybet, 
Dulce of odour, of fiour, maift fragrant, 
The fllver dropis on dafies diftillant : 
Quhilk verdour branches ouir the alars yet. 
With fmoky fence the myftis refiedant. 
III. 

The fragrand flowris bloumand in thair feis, . 
Ouirfpred the leuis of natures tapeilries ; 
Abone the quhilk with heuinly harmonies 
The birdis fat on twiflis and on greis, 
Melodiouily makand thair kyndlie gleis, 
Whaife fchill nottis fordinned.all the ikyis* 
Of repurcuft air the echo cryis. 
Amang the branches of the blomit tries, 
And on the laurers filver droppis lyis. 
IV; 

Quhill that I rownned in that Faradice^ 
Replenifchit, and full of ail delioev 
Out of the fey Eous alift his held 
I mene the hors whilk drawls at deuice f 

The affiltrie and goldin chair of price 
Of Tytan ; whiik at morrow fecmb reid ; f 
The new colour that all the okht lay detd 
Is redorit, baith iowllis, flowris, and rice, f 
Recomfort was^ tiirow fnnm gudlyheid* 



V. 

The dafy and the rairyguld urilappit, 
Qjjhilks all the nicht lay withthcif leuis. happiti 
Thame to referlie frsfc rewmes pungitive* 
The umbrate trees that Tytan about w^pit 
War portrait, and on the eirth yfehappit, 
Be goldin bemis viuificatiue 
Quhais amene heit is msifk reftoratiue. 
The greilioppers amangis the vergerd gnaj^ti 
And beis wrocht material for thair byvt« 
VL 
Richt hailfbme was thefeflbun of the yrir 
Phebus furth yet depured bemis clear 
Maift nutritiue till all things vegetant* 
God EoLUs of witad lift nocht appear, 
Nor auld Saturne with his mortal fpeift 
And bad afpe6^ contrair till etirie plant* 
Neftunus nold within that palice hani^ 
The beriall ftremis rynning men micht heh*| 
By bankis grene with glancis variant. 
VII. 
For till behaW that hcuinly place donipletei 
The purgit air with new engendcfit hcit. 
The fo^enbrouod with Colour, ure, and fton«*> 
The tender grene, the balmy dropjMS fwcic^ 
8a rejoycit and comfort was my fpreit^ 
I not, was it a vifion or fantone. 
Amyd the bulkis rowming myne alone? 

♦ Scunt. L. e4» 
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Within that garth of all plefance repleit 
A voice I hard preclair as Phebvs fchone* 
VIII. 
Singand O May thow mirrour of foles^ 
Maternali moneth lady and maidres. 
Till eiirie thing adown refpirature, 
Thyne heuinlie werk and worthie craftinefs 
The fmall herbis conllranis till incres* ' 
O verray, ground till werking of nature ! 
Quhais hie curage and affucurat cure 
Caufis the eirth his fruits till ezpre» 
Dtffundant grace on euerie creature* 
IX. 
Thy godly lore, cunning, incomparabilly 
Dantis the fauage bciftis maift unftabill^ 
And expellis all that nature infeftisr 
The knoppit fyonis with leuis agreeabill. 
For till reuert and burgione ar maid abill* 
Thy mirth refrefches byrdis in thair neftis ; 
Quhilkis the to pralfe and nature neuer rellis : 
Confefland yow maifl potent and lowabili 
Amang the brownis of the olive twidis* 
X. 
In the is rute and agment of curage. 
In the enforces martis vaflalage, 
In the is amorous lufe and harmonie^ 
With incrementis frefche in luilie age^ 
Quha that conflrainit ar in luifis rage^ 
AddrclTand them with obfervance airlic, 
^ ^Weili auchtit the till glore and 0iagnifie««« 
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And with that word I raized my vifagc 
Soir aSrayit half in an frenefie. 

XL 
O Nature Quenc ! and o ye lufty May t 
Qyod I, tho* how lang fall I thus foriiay 
QuUk yow and Veuvs in thia garth defenik? 
Recounfel me out of this greit aSray, 
That I may fing yow laudis day be day. 
Ye that all mundane creatures preferuis ^ 

Comfort your man that in this fanton (leruis. 
With fpreit arraifit and euerie wit away 
Qyaiking for feir, baith pulfis^ vane, and nemii« 
XIL 
My fatal weird my febill wit I wary. 
My defie heid qnhome lake of brane gart vary. 
And not fuflene fo amiabiU a foun. 
With ery courage febill ftreathis fary, 
Bounand me hame and lift na lunger tary ; 
Out of the air come ane impreiBoun, 
Throw whais licht in extaiie or fwoun, 
Amyd the virgultis all intill a fary, 
As feminine fa febilit fell I down* 
XIII, 
And with that gieme ia dafyt was my micht, 
Qfihill thair remanit nouther voice nor iicht, 
Breith motion nor heiring * natural, 
Saw never man fo faynt a leuand wicht. 
And na ferly^ for ouir excelland licht 

♦ h«ti8. L* ed. 

Corruptit 
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Corruptis the witt, and garris the blude awalll 
Untill the hart, that it na danger aill 
Quhen it is fmorit, memberis wirkis not richt» 
The dreidfuli terrour f^a did me aflailh 
XIV, 
Yet at the laft I not how lang a fpace 
A lytle heit appeirit in my face. 
Whilk had to foir been paill and voyde of blude. 
Ifftio* in my fwoun I met a ferly cace ; 
I thoucht me fet within a defert place 
Amyd a forreft by a hyddeous flude, 
With gryfly fifche, and fchortly till conclude, 
I fall difcryue as God will give me grace 
Myne vifioun in rural termis rude. 
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THOW barrant wit ouirfet with fantafyif, 
Scfaaw now the craft that in thy memor lyit ^ 
Schaw now thy fchame, fchaw now thy badnyAie, 
Schaw now thy enditc reprufe of rethoryii, 
Schaw now thy beggit termis mair than thiyi«, 
Schaw now thy rymis *, and thyne haiiotricy 
Schaw now thy dull exhauft inanitie, 
Schaw furth thy cure and write thir freneiyis 
Qghilks of thy fempill cunning nakic the. 

ir. 

My rauift fjpreit on that defert terribtil, 
Approchit near that uglie fiude horribill 
Like till Cochjti the riuer infernally 

* ranys. L« ed. 
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With vile water qiihilk maid a biddious tnibtt 
Rinnand ouir heid, blude rmd^ and impoffibill 
That it bad been a riuer natural. 
With bray is bair, raif rochi» like to fall, 
Quhairon na gers nor herbis wer vifibill 
Bot fwappis * brint with blaftis Boriall. 
IIL . 
This laifhlie flude rumbland as thonder routi^ 
In quhome the fifch yell and as eluis Ichoutit, 
Thair yelpis wilde my heiring all fordeifit, 
Thay grym monftures my fpreits abhorrit anc^ douttt# 
Not throw the foyl but mulkane treis fproutit 
Combuft, barrant, unblomit and unleifity 
Auld rottin runtis quhairin na fap was leifit, 
Moch, all waift, widderit with granis raoutit 
A ganand den quhair mm'therars men reifit* 
IV. 
Quhairfoir my felvin was right fair agaft. 
This wildernefs abhominabill and waifl^ 
(In quhofne nathing was nature comfortand) 
Was dark as rock f , the quhilk the fey upcafltf 
* The qnhiflilling wind blew mony bitter blaft, 
Kuntis ratillit and uneith micht I iland. 
Out throw the wod I crap on fute and hand* 
The river ftank, the treis clatterit faft. 
The foyl was nocht bot marres flyke and fand* 

V. 
And not bot caus my fpreitis wer abaifit^ 
All. foUitair in that defer t arrai&c 

♦ ikapf is. f royk* 

All* 



OF HONOUR* 6f 

^llace I faid is nane other remeid, 
Cruel Fortun quhy hcs thow me bctraifit ? 
Quhy hes thow thus my fatall end compa^f ? 
Allace> Allace, fall I thus fone be deid ^ 
In this defert and wait nane other reid? 
Bot be devourit with fom beift rauenous 
J weip, I waill, I plene, I cry, I pleid 
Inconflant warld and quheill contrarious« 

VI. 
Thy tranfitory plefance quhat auaillis ? 
Now thair, now heir, now hie, and now deuailiis^ 
Now to, now fra, now law, now magnifyis. 
Now hait, jiow cauld, now lauchis, now beuaillii. 
Now feik, now haill, now werie, now not aillis. 
Now gude, now euill, now weitis and now dtyis. 
Now thow prommittis, and richt now thow denyis^ 
Now wo, now Weill, now firm, now frivolous. 
Now gam, now gram, now louis, now defyis 
Inconflant warld and quheill contrarious. 

VIL 
Ha, quha fuld haue afFyance in thy blis ? 
Ha quha fuld haue firm efperance in this, 
Whilk is alace fa ffreuch and variant ? 
Certes nane, fum hes no wicht ? furely yis« 
Than has myfelf been guilty ? ye, I wis. 
Thairfoir alace fall danger thus me dant ? 
Qnhidder is become fo fone this duillie hant ? 
And ver tcandait in winter furious i 

f Mar^tH* A defcriptlon of the inconftance of Fortoim. 
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Thui I bewaill my fsikis ftfugnnmt 
Inconftant warM an<i q^ieU contrsriem. 
VIII. 

Bydand the deid thus ift my estaSe, 
Ane dyn I hard approacbing feft me by, 
Quhilk mouit fra the pl^e SeptentnonaU, 
As heird of beaf^is fbrnping with loud cry^ 
Bot than God wait, how affrayit was I ! 
Traiftand to be ftrangUt with beftiall. 
Amid a flock richt priuelie I ibiU, 
Quhair luikand out anon I did tfpy 
Ane luflie rout of beifiis rationalU 
IX. 

Of Lady ts fair, and guidlie men arayit * ^ 
In conilant weid, that weili my fpreitis payitf 
With degeft mind, quhairin all wit aboundit 
Full foberlie their haiknayk thay ai&yit, 
Efter the faitis auld and not forwayit. 
Their hie prudence fchaw furth and naitbing roj^siiit 
With gude eflfeir quhairat the wod refoundit. 
In fteidfaft ordour, to vefia unafirait 
Thay ryding furth with fiabiinefs ygroundit. 
X. 

Amiddis quhom born in ane goldin chair, 
Ouirfret with perie and (lains maifi preclair. 
That drawin was by halknayis all * milk quhkc, 
Was fet a Queue, as lyllie fweit of fwair. 
In purpour rob hemmit with gold ilk gair, 

# The quene of fapyence with her court. f four. 

Quhilk 
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^^ihilk gemmit clafpis clo&d all perfite^ 
A. diademe maift plefandlie polity, 
Set on the treilis of her giltin hair. 
And ia her hand a fcepter of delyte« 
XI. 
Syne nixt hir raid in granate violat 
Twolf Damifellis, ilk ane on thair eftait, 
Quhilks femit of her counfell maift fecre. 
And nixt them was a luftie rout God wait, 
Lords Ladyis and mony fair Prelate, 
Baith bom of hie eftait and law degre> 
Furth with thair Qiiene, thay all by paffit me 
Ane efie pais, thay ryding furth the gait. 
And I abaid alone within the tre. 
XII. 
And as the rout was paffit one and one *^ 
And 1 remanand in the tre alone, 
Out throw the wod came rydand Catiues twane^ 
Ane on ane afle, a widdie about his mone. 
The uther raid ane hideous hors upone, 
I paffit furth and faft at thame did frane 
Quhat men thay wer \ Thay anfwerit me agaQe, 
Ouir namis bene Achitophel and Sinone, 
That by our fubteil menis^ feill hes (lane. 
XIII. 
Wait ye qpoth I, quhat figniiies yonc rout? 
Synon faid ya : and g^e ane hideous fchout, 
We wretchis bene abjed thair-fra I wis. 

* Craftye Synone and fals Arclutofel. 

Yont 
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Yonc is the Qnene of Sapience but dout. 
Lady MiNERiTE, and yonc twelf hir about 
Ar the prudent Sibillais full of bNff, 
Cassandra eik Delbora and Circis, 
The fatall lifters twynand our weirdis out, 
Judith, Jael, and mony a Prophetis^ 
XIV, 
Quhilks groyndit ar in firnne intelligence. 
And thair k ah into yone court gone hence 
Cterkis diuine, with probleumis curius. 
As Salomon the well of faptence, 
And Ar^stoteu. fulHllit of prudence^ 
Sallust, SfiNEK, and Titfs Liutus *, 

FlTHAGORAS^ PoRPHYRE, PfiRMENYDU»| 

BIelysses with his fawis but defence,^ 
Si)>R.ACH9 Secundvs, and Solenyus» 
XV. 

FrifOLOMEUs, Ipocras, Socrates, 
Empedocues, Neftenabus, Hermes, 
Galxek, Auerroes, and Plato> 
Enoch, Lamech, Job, and Diogenes, 
The ck)queDt and prudent Ulisses, 
Wik Jo&ephus, and facund Cicero, 
ASelchisebech with uther mony mO;* 
Thair veyage lyis throw out this wildemes. 
To the Falice of Honour all they go» 
XVI. 

Is fituate from hence liggis ten hunder. 
Our hoHis oft or we be thair will founder, 

P Wjfe and leaned meiv 
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Adew we may na langer heir remane. 
Or that ye pafs, quod I, tell me this wonder, 
How that ye wrcichit catiuei thus at under, 
Ar fociat with this Court Souerane ? 
Ac HI TOP HELL maid this answer again, 
Knawis thow not ? Haill, eird quaik, and thunder 
Ar oft in May with mony fchour of rane. 
XVII. 

Richt fa we bene into this compauie 
Our wit aboundit and uiit was lewdlie. 
My wifdom ay fulfillit my defire. 
As thou may in the Bybill weill efpy : 
How David's prayer put my counfell by, 
I gart his fone againis him confpire. 
The quhilk was flane, whairfoir up be the fwire 
Myfelf I hangit, fruftrat fa foulilie. 
This Synon was a Greik that raiiit fire 
XVIII. 

Firft mto Troy as Virgil dois report, 
Sa tratour like maid him be draw ouirthoirt 
Quhili in he brought the hors» with men of armit 
Quhainhrow the town deftroyit was at fchort. 
(Quod I) Is this your deftanie and fort } 
Curfit be he that forrowis for your harmis. 
For ye bene fchrewis baith be Goddis armis. . 

Ye will obtene na entres at yone port. 
But gif it be throw forcerie and charmis. 
XIX. 

Ingres to haue, quod thay, we not prefume^ 
It fuficis us, to fe the palice blume. 

Vol. I. F Aq4 
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And (land on row me qiihair better folk befie charrit. 
For to rfemane, adew, we haur na tume, 
This ilk \Vay cummis the Courtis be our duriie. 
Of Diane, and VpNtis, that feill has marrit. 
With that they raid away as thay war flcarritt. 
And I agane maid like ane fclricHe grume 
Crap in the nuifkane aiken flok miniarrk. 
• XX, 
Thus wretchetlie I maid myrefidence, 
Imagining feill fyft for fome defence. 
In contrair fauage bdiftis maifl cruell. 
For na remeid hot deid be violence 
Sum time afwagis febill indigence. 
Thus in a part I recornfort myfell, 
Bot that fa little was I dare not tell 
The ftichling of a moufe out of prefence 
Had bene to me mair ugfome than the hell. 

xxr. 

Yet glaid I was (hat t with therti had fpofein, 
Had not bene that, certes my hart had brokin. 
For megirnefs and pufillamitie, 
Remainand thus within the tre all lokid, 
Defirand fafl fom fjgnes Or fum tokin 
Of lady Venus, or hir compariie ,* 
Ane hart trahsformit ran faft by the tree 
With hcundis fent," pn whom DiAne was Wrokig^ 
Thair by I under'ftude that fchb was nie, 
XXlI. 

Thay had before declairit; hir cufnming 
Mair perfe6tlie fdfthy I kiiew the (igrie 
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Was AcTEoy, quhilk Diane nakitwatit 
Bathing in a well, and eik hir madynnis yihg« 
The Goddes was commovit at this thing. 
And him in forme hes of a hart tranflatit. 
I faw alace! his houndis at him flatit. 
Backwert he blent to give them knawledging 
Thay reif thair Lord, miiknevV hirici, at him * batit. 
XXIII. 

Sine ladyis come with lullie gilten trefEs, 
In habit wilde maift like till Foftereffis. 
Amiddis quhom heich on ane eliphant 
In figne that fho in chaflitie increffis. 
Raid Diane that Ladyis hartis dreflis^ 
Till be flabill and na way inconflant- 
God wait that nane of thame is variant. 
Ail chaift and trew virginity profeffis. 
I not, hot few I faw with Diane hant. 
XXIV. 

Intill that court I faw anone prefent 
Jephteis douchrer a lullie Ladle gent, 
Offerit to God ir\ her virginitie. 
PoLiXENA I wis was not abfent, 
PANTHtsitB with mannis hardyitient, 
Effygin, and Virgekius douchter fre; 
With other flouris of feminitie, 
Baith of the NeW and the Auld Teftament, 
All on thay raid and left me in the tre. 

• thayra. 
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XXV. 

In that defert difpers ia fonder fkattlrit, 
Were bewis bair quhome rane and wind Z>a batterit^ 
The water flank^ the field was odious 
Quhair dragonis, leflertis, afkis, edderis fwatteriti. 
With mouthis gapand forkit taillis tatterit. 
With mony a flang and fpouttis vennimoUSy 
Corrupting air be rewme contagious, 
Maift grofa and vile» enpoyibnit clouds clatterlti 
Reikand like hellis linoke, fulfurious. 

XXVL J 

My daifit heid fordullit diflelc, 
I raidt up half in ane lithargie^ 
As dois ane catiue ydrunkin in lleipw 
And fa appeirit to my fantafie, 
A fchynand licht out of the northeift iky, 
The]|whilk with cure io heir I did tak keip* 
Proportion founding * dulceft, hard I peip^ 
In mufick number full of harmony ,^ Jj 

Difiant on far was carit be the dcip» 
XXVII. 

Farther, by water, folk may foundis heir^ 
Than by the eirth, the quhilk with poris feir 
Up drinkis air that moult is be found, 
Quhilk in compad water, of ane riueir. 
May nocht enter, bot rinnis thair and heir, 
Quhill it at laft be carit on the ground. 
Aad thocht throw din be experience is found 
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rhe fifche ar caufit with'm the riueir fteir 
a with * the water the noyis dois not abound. 
XXVIII. 
Violent din the air brekis and deria 
>inc greit motiown of the water fteiris,— 
The water ileirit, fifhes for feirdnefs flies. 
Bot out of dout na fifche in water heiris. 
For as we fe, richt few of thame hes eiris. 1 
And eik forfuith bot gif wife clerkis leis, 
Thair is na air in with waters nor feis, 
But quhilk na thing may heir as wife men leiris. 
Like as but licht, thair is nathing that feis. 

XXIX. 
~ Aneuch of this, I not quhat it may mene* 
I will returne till declair all bedene. 

My dreidfull dreame with griflie fantafies 

I fchew befoir quhat I had hard or fene, 

Particularlie fum of my panefuU tene. 

Bot now God waite quhat feirdnefs on me lyii I 

Langer (1 faid) and now this time is twyis, 

Ane found I hard of angellis as it had beney 

With harmonie fordinnand all the fkyis. 
XXX. 
Sa dulce, fa fweit, and fa melodious, 

That eueric wicht thair with micht be joyous, 

Bot I and catiues dullit in difpair. 

For quhen a man is wraith or furious, 

Melancholick for wo, or tedious, 

Than till him is all plefance maifl: contrair : 

* tioth. 
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And femblablie^ than fa did with me faic* 
This melodic intonit heuialie thus 
For profound wo, conllrainit me mak cair. 
XXXI. 

And murnand thus, as ane maift wofull vvicht, 
Of the maid plefant court I had a ficht, 
In warld adoun fen Adam was creat. 
Quhat fang ? (Jiihat joy ? Quha|: harmpcy ? Q^h^t Ucht ? 
Quhat mirthfull foiace plef^^pce all at richt ? 
Quhat frefche bewtie ? Quhs^t excelland eftate ? 
Quhat fweit vocis, Quhat wordi« fuggurait ? 
Quhat fair debaitis, Qiihat luiffuU * ladyis bricht ? 
Quhat hiflie gallandis did on thair fervice wait ? j 
X>^XII. 

Quhat gudlie padance and quhat minftrcliile I 
Quhat game thay maid, in faith not tell can I, 
Thocht I had profound wit angelicall. 
The heuenlie foundis of thair harmonic, 
Hes dynnit fa my drerie fantafie, 
Baith wit and reflbun half is loifl: of all. 
Yet (as I knaw) als lichtlie fay I fall, 
That angellike and Godlic company 
Till fe, me thocht a thing celeftiall. 
XXXIII. 

Proceidand furth was draw ane chariots, 
Be.courfouris twelf, trappit in grene velyote, 
Of fine gold wer jundures and hamaffingis— 
The lymnaris wer of burnifhit gold God wote, 

♦ lufsum» 
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Mth aixtre and quheillis of goW I bot^. 
Of goldin cord wer lyaoiis, and the fix ingis 
Feflinnit conjuna in maflk goldin ringis — 
Evir haims conuenicnt for fic note, 
And raw filk brechamis ouir thair halfi6 hingis. 

The bodie of the c^irt qf evir bone. 

With Crifolitis and mony pi^eeious ftone 

Was all ouirftet, in dew proportiouP* 
Like (lernis in the firmament quhilks fchonCy 
Keparrellit was that Godlike plefand one ^9 
Tyldit abone, and to the cirth adoun, 
In richeft claith oi gold of purpure broua 
But fas, nor uth^r frenyies, had it none, 
Saiff claith of gold anamilHt all faiiiouru 
XXXV. 
Quhair fra dependant hang thair meglr bellis^— 

Sum round, fum thraw* in found the quhilks excellis, 

All wer of gold of j^ralfy maid fine, 

Quhilks with the wind concordandlie fa knellis 

That to be glaid thair fo^nd all wicht compelliS| 

The harmonie was fa melodious fine, 

In mannis voice and inflrument deuine, 

Quhairfa thay went it feemit nathing el!U 

£ot ierarchies of angellis ordquirs nine. 

xxxxvi. 

Amid the chajr fulfill^ of plcfance, 
Ane lady fat at quhais gbeyfance, 

* woaQ- 
F4 Wa« 



7* THE P A L I C E/ 

Was all that rout : and wonder is to heir 
Of her excelland ludie countenance 
Her hie bewtie qiihilk maift is to auance 
Frecellis all, thayr may be na compeir. 
For like Phebus in heift of his fpheir 
Hir bewtie fchane cafland fa greit ane glance^ 
All fairheid it oppreft baith far and nein 
XXXVII. 
Scho was peirlefs of fchap and portraiture^ 
In her had nature iinifchit hir cure, 
As for gude havingis thair was nane bot fcho. 
And hir array was fa fine and fa pure. 
That quliairof was hir robe I ana not fure. 
For nocht bot perle and ilanis micht I fee. 
Of quhom the brightnefs of hir hie bewtie« 
For to behald my ficht micht not indure, 
Mair nor the bricht fone may the bakkis ee« 
XXXVIIL 
Hir hair as gold or Topafis was hewit, 
Quha hir beheld, hir bewtie ay renewit. 
On held (ho had a creft of dyamantis, 
Thair was na wicht that gat a ficht efchewit, ^ 
War he never fa conftant or waill thewit, 
Ka he was woundit, and him hir feruant grantis* 
That heuinlie wicht, hir criHall ene fa dantis, 
For blenkis fweit nane paffit unperfewit, 
Bot gif he wer preferuit as thir fan^is. 
XXXIX. 
I wondert fair and fafl in mind did ftair, 
Qnhat creature that micht be that was fa fair. 
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Of fa pcirlefs excellant womanheld. 
And farlyand thus I faw within the chair 
Quhair that a man was fet with lymmis fquair. 
His bodie weill cntailyeit eiierie fleid. 
He bair a bow with dartis haw as leid. 
His claithing was als grene as ane huntairi 
Bot he forfuith had na eine in his heid. 
XL. 
I underJftude be fignes perfauabill 
That was Cupyd the God maift difFauabiU; 
The lady, Venus, his mother, a Goddes ; 
I knew that was the court fa variabill, 
Of eirdly iufe quhilk fendlll flandis flabiH, 
Bot yet thair mirth and folace neuertheleft 
In mufick tone and menftrallie expres 
Sa craftilie with curage agreabill 
Hard neu«r wicht fie melodie I ges. 
* XLI. 
Accompanyit luftie yonkcirs with all, 
Frefche ladyis fang in voice virgineall, 
Concordia fweit, diners entoned reportis^ 
Pro^qrtionis fine with found celefliall ' ** 

Duplat, triplat, diateflferiall :j 

Sefque altera, and decupla refortis, 
Diapafon of mony fundry fortis, 
War foung, and playit be feir cunning menftrall 
On iufe ballati» with mony fair difportis* 
XLII. 
In modulation hard I play and fing 
Faburdoun, prickfang, difcant, countering, 

Cant 
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Cant organe, figuratloun, and gemmell ; 
On croud, lute, harp, with mony gudlie fpring, 
Schalmes, clariounis, portatives, hard I ring, 
Monycord, organe, tyropane, and cymbell. 
Sytholl, pfalterie, and voices fweet as bell 
Soft relefchingis in dulce dejiuering, 
Fradionis diuide, at reft, or clois compelL 
XLIII. 
Not Pan of Jrchaid fa plefandli* playis, 
Nor king David quhais playing as men fayis, 
Conjurit the fpreit the quhilk Saul confpundit, 
Nor Amphion with iiiony fubteil layis, 
Quhilk Tbehes wallit, with harping in kis d^yis? 
Nor he that firft the fubtelj craftia foundit, 
Was not in mufick half fa weill y-groundit 
Nor knew their meafure tent taill be na wayis. 
At thair refort baith heuin and eiid |'eiouQdit« 

Na mair I uncjerflude tUair numbers fine. 
Be God than dois of Greik * a fwine, 
Saif that me think fweit foundis gud^ to heir* 
Na mair heiron my laboui* will I tyne, 
Na mair I will thir verbilli^ fweit define, 
How that thair mulick tones war mair ?l^r 
And dulcer than the mouing of the fpheir. 
Or Oriheus harp of Tbra^^ with fQund diujfle,^^ 
ClaskerianE; maid p^ upyis cpmipeir^ 

♦ a gekgo, or. 
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XLV. 

Thay condifcend fa Weill in anc accord. 
That by na joint thair foundi^ bene difcord. 
In eueric key thay werren fa expert. 
Of thair array gif I fuld male re^rorcj, 
Lufiie fpringaldis and moqy gudlie lord. 
Tender younglingis with pieteous virgin bart« 
Elder iadyis l^new noair of lu^is art, 
Diners uthers quhilks me not liil remord, 
Quhais lakkeH weid was filkis ouirt)rouderit *• 

XLVI. 
In veflures quent of niony findrie gyfe, 
I faw all claith of gold npen might deuiie, 
Purpour colour, punik afid fcarlote hewis^ 
Veluot robbis maid with the grand aflyie. 
Dames, fatyne, begaryit mony wife, 
Crameflie faiine, veluot enbroiide in diners rewis, "^ 
Satine figures champit vvith flouris and bewis, 
Damisfiure, terc, pyle quhaiion thair lyis, 
Peirle, Orphany quhilk curie ftoit renewis. 

XLVIL 
Thair riche entire maill peirles to be^^l4 
My wit can not difcriue howbeit I wald. 
Mony entrappit flcid with filkis feir 
Mony pattrell neruit with gold I tald 
Full mony new gilt harnafing not aid. 
On mony palfray lujffiuP Ladyis cleir. 
And nixt the chair 1 faw formcfl appeir. 
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Upon a bardit curfer flout and bald. 
Mars God of flrifti enarmit in biraeift geir« 
XLVIII. 

Euerie inuafibill wapon on him he bair, ^ 
His luik was grym, his bodie large and fquair. 
His lymmis weill entailyiet to be ftrang. 
His neck was greit a fpan lenth weill dr mair, 
His vifage braid with crifp broun curland hair. 
Of flature not ouir greit, nor yet ouir lang. 
Behaldand Venus, O ye my liife, (he fang). 
And fcho agane with dallyance fa fair 
Hir knicht him cleipis quhair fa he ryde or gan|^« 
XLIX. 

Thair was Arcyte, and Palemon afwa 
Accompyniet with fair Aemilia, 
The Quene Dido with hir fals lufe Enee, 
Trew Troilus, unfaithfull Cressida, 
The fair Paris, and plefand Helena, 
Conftant Lucrece, and traift Penelope, 
Kind PiRAMvs, and wo begone Thysbe, 
Dolorous Progne, trift Philomena, 
King Davids lufe, thair iaw I, Barsabe« 
L. 

Thair was Cbix with the kind Alceyoi^, 
And Achilles wroth with Agamemnon, 
For Br I SSI DA his lady fra him tane ; 
WofuU Phillis, and hir lufe Dbmophoon^ 
Subtell Medea, and hir knicht Jason. 
Of Fare I faw thair Paris and Veane. 
Thair was Fhedrai Theslvs and Ariane, 

The 
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*The fccreit, uife, bardie Ipomedon, 
^ssu£iR, Hester, irrepreuabill Susans* 
LU 
Thair was the fals unhappy Dal i da, 
Cruell wicket and curft Deianira^ 
Waryit Biblis and the fair Absolok, 
Ypsyphile, abominabill Sylla, 
Tristram, Ysidb, Elkana and Anka, 
Cleopatra, and worthie Mark Anthone^ 
JoLEy Hercules, Alcest, Ixion. 
The onlie patient wife Grbssillida, 
Hyacynthus * that his hcid brak one ane ilone* 
Lll. 
Thair was Jacob with fair Rachel his maik^ 
The quhilk become till Laban for hir faik, 
Fourtene yeir bound, with hart immutabillf 
Thair bei^ bot few fie now I undertaik. 
THir fair Ladyis in filk and claith of laik. 
Thus lang fall aot all foundin be fa flabill,^ 
This Venus court, qiiilk was in lufe maifl abil^' 
For till difcrive my cunninges to waik, 
Ane multitudef thay war innumerabilh 
LIII. 
Of gudlie folk in euerie rank f and age. 
With blenkis fweit frefche luflic grene curagc. 
And dalyance thay riding furth in feir. 
Sum leuis in hope, and fum in greit thirlage 
Sum in difpair, fum findis his panis fwagc. 

* N«riiffu«, f kyna 
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Garlandis of flouris aud rois chaipletis feir, 
Thay bair on held ; and famin fang fa cleir, 
Quhill that thair mirth cbmmoiiit my enrage. 
Till fing this lay quhilk folh^wand ye may heir. 
LIV. 

Conftj-ainit hai-t bclappit in diHres *, 
Groundit in wo, and full of heuities, 
Complane thy pnnefnll cairis infinite, 
Bewaill this warldis frail unfleidfaftnefs, 
Hauand regrait, ien gain- is thy gladnes. 
And all thy folace returnit iu difpire, 
O catiue thrall inuolupit in fyte f, 
Confes thy fatall wofiill vvretchednefs, 
Deuidc in twane and fnrth diffound all tyte 
Aggreuance greit in mifcrable indyte. 
LV. 

My cruell fate fubjecfiit to pennance 
Predeilinate, fi\ void of all plefance 
Hes cveric greif amid my hart ingraue. 
The ftide inconftant dcftenie or chance, 
Unequallie dois hing in thair balance, 
My demerites and greit dolour I haue. 
This purgatorie redoiibh's all the laue, 
Ilk wicht hes fum vveilfair at obeyfancQ, 
Saif me byfning J, that may na grace rcfaiie 
Deid the addres, and do me to my giaue. 



* A ballet of inconflant love 
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Lvr. 

Wo worth (ic ftrang misfortune anoyons, 
Qyhilk hes oppreft my fpreit's maifl joyops, 
Wo worth this warldis freiich felicitie, 
Wo wofth my ferueiit difeis dolorous. 
Wo worth the wicht that is not piteous, 
Qnhair the trefpalTour penitent thay fe. 
Wo worth this deid that daylic dois me die. 
Wo worth Cup YD, and wo worth fals Venus, 
Wo worth thame baith, ay waiyit mot thay be, 
Wo worth thaif court and curfit deftenie* 
LVil. 
Loud as I mocht in dolour all deflrenyiet. 
This lay I fang, arid not ane letter fenyeit, 
Tho' faw I Vhnus on hir lip did bite, 
And all the court in hade thair horfis renyeit 
Proclamand loude, quhair is yone poid that plenyeit, 
Quhilk deith deferuis, coroittand fie defpite^ 
Fra tre to tte thay feirching but refpite. 
Qiihill ane me fatici> quhilk faid and greit difdenyeiff 
Auant villahe thow reClus imperfite. 
LVIII. 
All in ane feuir out of my muikane bowr. 
On knei^ 1 crap> and law for feir did lowre. 
Than all the cOurt en rhe thair heidis fchuik. 
Sum glowmand grim, fum girnand with vifage fowrO| 
Sum in the nek gaue me feil dyntis dowre. 
pluck at the craw thay cryit, deplome the niik, 
Pulland my hair, with blek my face they bruik, 

Skrj'm- 
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Skrymmoric fery gaue mc mony a clowrc 
For chyppynutie ful oft my chaftis quuik. 
LXIX. 

With pane, torment, thus in thair tenefuU play, 
Till Venus bound tbay led me furth the way, 
Quhilk than vtras fet amid a goldin chair ; 
And fa confoundit into that fell affray,] 
As that I micht confidder thair array. 
Me thocht the field ouirfpred with carpettis fair 
(Quhilk was to foir brint barranc vile and bair) 
Wcr * maift plefand, bot all (the fuith to fay)| 
Micht nocht ameis my greuous panefuU fair. 
LX. 

Enthronitfat Mai^s, Cupyd and Venus: 
Tho' rais ane clerk was cleipit Varius, 
Me till accufen as of a deidlie crime. 
And he begouth and red ane dittay thug. 
Thou wickit catiue wod and furious 
Prefumpteoullie now at this prefent time. 
My lady hes blafphemit in thy rime, 
Hirfone, hir felf, and hir court amorous. 
For till betrais awaitit heir fen prime. 
LXL 

Now God thow wait me thocht my fortune fey, 
With quaikand voce and hart cald as a key. 
On kneis I kneillit and mercy culd imploir^ 
Submittand me but only langer pley, 
Venus mandate and plefure to obey. 
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<5f ace was dcnyit and my traupll forloir, 
Tor fcho gaue charge to proceed as befoir j 
"Than Varius fpak richt floutlie me to fley, 
Injoynand filcnce till afk grace ony moir. 
LXII. 
He demandit my anfwcr Qiihat I faid ? . 
Than as I mocht with qurage all mifmaid, 
Fra time I underflude na mair fupplie, 
Sair abaifit, beliue I thus out braid ; 
Set of thir pointis of crime now oa me laid, 
I may be quite guiltleft in vcritie : 
Yit firft agane the Judge quhillc beer I fe, 
This inordinate court, and proces quaid, 
I will objed for caufes twa or thre. 
LXIII. 
Inclyhand law (quod I) with piteous face, 
1 me defend, Madame, pleis it your grace. 
Say on (quod fcho) Than faid I thus but mair j 
Madame ye may uoe fit into this c^ce, 
For Lady is may be judges in na place. 
And mairattour I am na feculair, 
A fpirituall man (thocht I be void of lair) 
Cleipit I am, and aucht my lines fpace 
To be remit till my Judge ordinair. ' 
LXIV- 
I yow bezeik Madam with biffie cure 
Till giue ane gracious Interlocuture, 
pn thir exceptiones now propofiit l^it. 
Thane fuddenlie Venus (I you aflure) 
Deliuerit fone and /tvith a vpice fo jfture. 
Vol. I. / G Anfwcrit 
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Anfwerit thus, thow fubteil fmy God wait, 
Quhat wenis thow to degraid my hie eflait, 
Mc to decline as Judge, curft creature ? 
It beis not fa, the game gais uthcr gait. 

LXV. 
As we thS find thow fall thoill Judgement, 
Not of a clerk we fe the reprefent, 
Saif onlie falfet and disfaithfull taillis. 
Firft qiihen thow come with hart and haill intent, 
Thow the fubmittit to my commandement. 
Now now thairof methink to fone thow faillis. 
I wene na thing but follie that the aillis. 
Ye clerkis bene in fubteil wordis quent, 
And in the deid als fchairp as ony fnaillis. 

LXVI. 
Ye bene the men beywrayis my coramandis, 
Ye bene the men difturbis my fervandis. 
Ye bene the men with wickit wordis feill, 
Quilk blafphemis frefche luftie young gallandi». 
That in my feruice and retinew ilandis. 
Ye bene the men that cleipis yow fa leill, 
With ^allis beheft quhill ye your purpois fteill. 
Sine ye forfweir baith bodie, treuth, and handis. 
Ye bene fa fals ye can na word conceiil. 

LXVII. 
Have done (quod fcho) Schir Varius alfwyth 
Do write the fentence, lat this catiue kyth 
Gif our power may demen his mifdeid. 
Than God thow wait gif that my fpreit was biyth 
The feverous hew intiU my face did myith 
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All my mal-eis for fwa the horribiU dreidf 
Haill me ouir fet : I micht not fay my creid, 
For feir and wo within my Ikin I wryith, 
I micht not pray forfuith thocht I had neid* . 
LXVIII. 
Yet of my deith I fet not half ane fie. 
For greit effeer.me thocht na pane to dicy 
But fair I dred me for fome uther jaip. 
That Venus fuld throw her fubtillitic, 
Intill fum byfning beiA transfigurat me, 
As in a beir» a bair» ane oule, ane aip, 
I traiiUt fa £pr till have bene mifchaip. 
That oft I wald my hand behald to fe 
Gif it alterit,.and oft my vifage graip* . ;. 
LXIX. 
Tho' I reuoluit in my mind anone. 
How thatDiANB transformit Acteone, 
And Juno eik as for a kow gart keip 
The fair lo that lang was wo begone, 
Argus her yimpnit that ene had mony one, 
Quhome at the laft Mercurius gart fleip. 
And hir deliuerit of that danger dcip ; 
I rememberit alfo how in a ilone. 
The wife of Loth y-changit fair did weip. 
LXX- 
I nmbethocht how Joue and auld Saturns 
Intill ane wolf thay did Lycaon turne ; 
And how the michtie Nabuchodonozor 
In beiftlie forme did on the feild fojurne, 
And for his gilt was maid to weip and mwrne. 

G a Thir 
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Thir feirfuU wonders gart me dreid full foir ; 
For by exqnplit oft I hard tofoin 
He fuld bewar that feis his fellow fpume, 
Mifchance of ane Aild be an uthuris loir. 
LXXI. 
And rolland thus in diuers fantafiet 
Terribill thoichtis oft my hart did gryis. 
For all remeid was alterit in difpair. 
Thair was na hope of mercie till dcuyis, 
Thair was na xnicfat my friend be na kin wyis» 
All haillelie the court was me contrain 
Than was almaifi writtea the fentence fair^ 
My febill minde ieand this gneit fuppryis. 
Was than of wit and eueiie blis full bair. 



TH« 
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Argument of Part II. 

^Ai Court efthi MtlSBS afffris — Famous poets thair attend- 
Aff/j-— Calliope inquiris Venus qubat the poet bad 
dom^^Hi is repre^it; and Jingis in praife of Venus- 
Calliope gives him till a nymph with qubam he tra^ 
'vellis our monie countries^ and reftis en Farnajfus — A 
feftival^ at quhilk Ovi D and uther poets appeif'^Froceid' 
ing wtb the i^mph^ the poet cumis to apk/androcl in a 
plane. 

PARTSECUND. 

§ I. ' 

LO thus amid thi$ hard perplexetie, 
Awaitand euer qiihat moment I fuld dicy 
Or -than fum new transfiguratioun. 
He quhilk that i« eternal veutie. 
The glorious Lord, ringand in perfpuirif ihrc, 
Prouydit he« for myfaluatioun^ 
Be fom good fpreitis reuelatioun, 
Quhilk interceffioun maid I traift for me, 
I foryet all imaginatiowi. 

G 3 /All 
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II.. 

All haill my dreid I tho foryet in hy. 
And all my wo; botyet I wiil not quhy. 
Save that I had fome hope till be releuit. 
I raifit than my vifage haifleliey 
And with a blenk anone I did efpy, 
A luik flcht quhilk nocht my hart engreuit. 
iyne heuinlie rout out throw the wod efcbeviC 
of quhome the bountie gif I not deny> 
Uneth nvay be intill ane fcripture brewit. 
III. 

With lawrcir crownit in robbis fide all new» 

Of a faffoun and all of fteidfaft hew, 

Arrayit weill ane court I faw come neir> 

Of wife digeft eloquent fathers trew, 

And plefand ladyis quhilks frefchc bewtie fchew, 

Singand foftlie fiiU fweic on thair maner 

On Poet wife, all diuers verfis feir, 

Hidoryis greit id Latine toung and Grew, 

With frefche indite and foundis gude to heir. . 

IV. 
And fum of thame ad L^am play it and fang 

Sa plefand verfe quhiil all the roches rang 

Metir Saphik, and alfo Elygie. 

Thair inftrumentis allmaid war fidillis lang. 

But with a firing quhilk neuer a wreifi: yeid wrang. 

Sum had an harp and fum a fair p&ltrie ^, 



* After this line infert as L. ed. 

On lutis fum thair accemis (ubtelle* 



Deuydit 
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X)euydit weill and held the meafiire lang. 
Ha foundis fvveit of plefand melodie. 
V. 

The ladyis fang in voices dulcorait 
Facund epiftilJis quhilks quhylum Ovid wrait 
As Phillis Quene, fend till Duke Demophoon : 
And of Penelope the greit regrait, 
Send to hir Lord fcho douting his eflait. 
That he at Trey fuld loifit be or tone. 
How AccoNTius till Cydippe anone 
Wrait his complaint, thair hard I weill, God wait. 
With other luftie miflives mony one. 

VI. , 

I had greit wonder of thay Ladyis * feir, 
Quhilks in that airt micht haue na f compei<r 
Of caftis quent, rethorik colouris fine^ 
Sa poetlike in fubteill fair maneir. 
And eloquent firme cadence regulair. 
Thair veyage furth contenand richt as line. 
With fang and play (as faid is) fa deuine, 
Thay faft approching to the place weill neir, 
Q^hair I was torment into my greit { pine. 
VII. 

And as that heuinlie fort now nominate, 
Remouit furth on gudlie wife thair gait. 
Toward the court quhilk was tofoir expremit. 
My curage grew, for quhat caufe I nocht wait, 



* thair layis. f naway. 

} inmygaftly. 



S^t 
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Saif that I held me payit of thair cfiait ; 
And thay wer folk of knowledge * as it fcmit. 
Als into Venus court full faft thay demit ; 
Sayand, yone luflie court weill ftop or meit f , 
To juftifie this byfning quhilk blafphcmit. 
VllL 

Yone is (quod thay) the court Rethoricall, 
Of polit termis fingand Pocticall, 
And confland ground of famous ftories fweit, 
Yone is the facund well celeftiall, 
Yone is the fontane and originally 
Quhair fra the well of Helkm dois fleit, 
Yone are the folks that comfortis euerie fpreit^ 
Be fine delite and dite angelically 
Caufand gros leid, all of maift gudnefs gleit. 
IX. 

Yone is the court of plefand fteidfaflnes, 
Yone is the court of conflant merines, 
Yone is the court of joyous difcipline, 
Qjihilk caufis folk thair purpois to exprefs. 
In ornate wife prouokand with gladnefs. 
All gentill hartis to thair lair inclyne. 
Euerie famous poeit men may diuine, 
Is in yone rout, lo yonder thair princes, 
Thespis, the mother of the mufis nine, 
X. 

And nixt hir fine hir dochter firfl begot, 
^ady Clio, quhilk craftilie dois fet, 

. * Icnawlagis. f our mate. 

Hiftoryis 
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Hiftoryis auld like as thay war prefent ; 
Euterpe cik whilk daylic dois hir det, 
In dulce blaftis of pypis fweit but let ; 
The third lifter, Thalia, diligent 
In wantown writ, and chronikill dois imprint ; 
The feird indytis oft with cheikis wet, 
Sair tragedies, Melpomene the gent. 
XL 

Terpsichorb the fyft with humbill foun, 
Makis on pfalteris modulatioun ; 
The fixt Erato like thir lovers wilde. 
Will fing, daunce, and leip baith up and doun. 
PoLTMNiA, the feuinl mufe of renoun, 
Dytis thir fweit rethorick colouris milde, 
Quhilks are fa plefand baith to man and childe ; 
Urania, the aucht fifter fchene with crown, 
Writis the heuin and ftarnis all bedene. 
XII. 

The nynt, qnhome to nane uther is compeir. 
Calliope that luftie lady cleir. 
Of quhom the bewtie, and the worthincfs, 
The vertewis greit, fchynis baith far and neir. 
For fcho of nobill fatis hes the fteir. 
To ^rite thair worfchip, vi6torie and prowes, 
In kinglie ft'yle quhilk dois thair fame incre^, 
Ecleipt in Latine heroicus, but weir 
Chief of all write, like as fcho is maiftres. 
XIII. 

Thir mufis nine lo yonder may ye fee, 
With frefche nymph is of water and of kyf 

a And 
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And fair ladyis of thir tempillis auld» 
Fyerides, Dryades and Saturee^ 
Nerioes, AoNESy Napee, 
O/ qiihome the bounties neidis not be tauld. 
Thus deaiit the court of Venus mony fauld : 
Quhilk fpeiche refrelhit my perplexitie, 
Rejoifand wcill my fpreit befoir ^as cauld. 
XIV. 

The fuddane ticht of that iirme court forefaid, 
Recomfort weill my hew befoir was faid, 
Amid my fpreit the joyous heit redoundit, 
Beh aiding how the luftie mufis raid. 
And all thair court quhilk was fa blyth and glaid, 
Qiihais merines all heuines confoundit. 
Thair. faw I weill in poetrie y-groundit, 
The greit Homeir, quhilk in Greik * language faid, 
Maift eloquentlie, in quhpme all witt aboundit. 
XV. 

Thair was the greit Latine Virgilius, 
The famous father Poeit Ouidius, 
DicTEs, Dares, and eik the trew Lucane ; 
Thair was Plautus, Poggius, and Persius ; 
Thair was Terence, Donate, and Sbruius, 
Francis Petrarche, Flaccus Valeriane ; 
Thair was Esope, Cato, and Allane j 
Thair was Galterus and Boetius ; 
Thair was alfo the greit QuiNtiLLiANE. 



* Grew. 



Thair 
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XVI- 

Thair was the Satyr Poeit Juuenall ; 
Thair was the mixt and fubteill Marti all : 
Of ^hehes bruyt thair was the Poeit Stage ; 
Thair was Faustus, and Laurence of the Vale j 
Pom PON I us, quhais fame of late fans faill. 
Is blawin wyde throw euerie realm and place ; 
Thair was the moral wyfe Poeit Horace, 
With mony uther clerk of grcit auail ; 
Thair was Brunnell, Claudius, and Bocchace. 
XVII. 

Sa greit ane preis of pepill drew us neir. 
The hundredth part thair names ar not heir, 
Yit faw I thair of Brutus Alb^on^ 
Geffray Chaucier, as tf/fry^fans peir 
In his vulgare; and morall John Goweir- 
Ltdgate the monk i*aid muling him alone. 
Of this natioun I knew alfo anone, ; ■- 

Greit Kennedib and Dunbar yit undeid. 
And QuiNTiNB with ane huttockon his heid. 
XVIII. 

Howbeit I culd dcclair and weill indite. 
The bounties of that court dcwlie to write. 
War ouir prolixit tranfcending mine ingine. 
Tuitching the proces of my panefuU fite, 
Beliue I faw thir luftie mufis quhite, 
With all thair rout toward Venus decline, 
Quhair Cupide fat with her in throne diuine, 
I ftandand bundin in ane forie plite, 
Bydand thair giace, or than my deidlie pine. 

Straicht 
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XIX. 

Straicht to the Quene thir famin mtifis raid^ 
Maifb eloquentlie thair falutatioDis msLidf 
Venus again yaid thame thair falufing, 
Richt reverentlie, and on hir fcit upbraid , 
Befeikand thame to iicht, nay, nay thay faid, ^. 
We may not heir mak na lang tarying. "^ 

Calliope maifl facund and keening, 
Inquirit Venus quhat wicht had hir nuToiaid, 
Or quhat was caule of hir thair fojourning* 
XX, 

Sifter, faid fcho, behald yone byfning fchrew, 
A fubtell (my, confider weill his hew, 
Standis thair bound, and bckinit hir to me, 
Yone catiue has blafphemit me of new, 
For to degraid, and do my fame adew, 
A laithlie ryme difpiteful fubtelle 
Compylet hes, reheirfand loud on hie, 
Sclander, difpite, forrow and velanie *, 
To me,- my fone, and eik our co\ut for aye. 
XXI. 

He hes defemit deith, he fall lie f dei;d. 
And we reraaine forfuith into this fteid. 
To juflifie that rebald rennegait, 
Quod Calliope, fitter away all feid, 
Quhy fuld he die, quhy fuld he lois his held ? 
To flay him for fa fmall ane cryme God wait, 
Greitar degrading war to your eftait, 

• Wallajvay. f bc^ 



To 
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To fie as he to mak counter pleid *, 
How may anc fulc your hie honour f chek ma;t ? 
XXII. 

Quhat of his lak, fa wide your fame is blaw, 
Your excellence maift peirles is fa knaw, 
Na wretchis word may depair your hie name« 
Giue ftte bis life, and modifie the law. 
For on my heid he ftandis now fic aw, 
That he fall efter deferuc neucr mair blame, 
Nocht of his deith ye may report hot fchatne, 
In recom pence for his miflcttand faw, 
He fall your heft in euerie part proclame. 
XXIII. 

Than, Lord I how glaid became my febill goift. 

My curage grew, the vvhilk befoir was loift, 

Seand I had fa greit ane aduocait, 

That expertlie but prayer, price or coft, 

Obtenit had my friwoU J a^lioun almoft, 

Quhilk was befoir pcrifchit and deiblait : 

This quhilc Venus ftude in anc ftudie ftrait^ 

Bot finallie fcho fchew till all the oift^ 

Scho wald do grace, and not be obftihait. 

XXIV. 
I will faid fcho haue mercie and pieticy 

Do flaik my wraith, and let all rancour be ; 

Quhair is mair vice than to be ouer cruell ? 

And fpecially 13 women (ic as me. 



♦ All out than wes his fclander, or fich pledc- 
f renown. | fi*eweL 



A lady. 
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A lady, fy ! that ufis tyrannic, 
A vennomous ather and a * ferpcnt fell. 
A vennemous dragoun or ane deuill of hell» 
Is na compeir to th€ iniquitie 
Of bald wemen, as tliir wife clerkis tell. 
XXV. 
Greit God defend I fuld be ane of tho, 
Qiihilk of thair feid and malice never ho. 
Out on fie gram, I will haue na repreif, 
Calliope, fifler, (faid to hir Venus tho). 
At your requeift this wretche fall frcily go. 
Heir I remit his trefpas ; and all grief 
Sail be forget, fa he fall fay fum breif. 
Or fchort ballat, in contrair pane and wo. 
Twitching my laude, and his plefand relief* 
XXVL 
And fecundlie, the nixt refTonabill command, 
Quhilk I him charge, fe that he nocht gane (land| 
On thir conditiounis filler at your requeift, 
He fall gang fre ; quod Calliope inclinaad. 
Grant mercie fifler, I obleis be my hand. 
He fall obferuc in all pointis your behefl. 
Than Venus bade do llaik fone my arreifl- 
Bcllyue I was releuit f of eurie band, 
Uprais th« court, and all the parlour ceifl:, 
XXVII. 
Tho fat I down law lie upon my kne, 
At command of prudent CalliofEi 



• No woman is, rather a* 
f relefcliit. 



Yeildand 
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Yeildand Venus thankis ane thoufand fyith. 
For fa liie friendfliip, and mercifiill pictie, 
Excelland grace, and^reit humanitie, 
The quhilk to me trefpaflbur did fcho kyith. 
I the forgiue, quod fcho, than was I blyth, 
Doun on ane flock I fat me fuddenlie 
At hir command, and wrait this lay alfwyth. 
XXVIII. 
Uowemmit witt dcliuerit of dangair, 
Maift happelie deliuerit fra the fnair^ 
Relenit fre of feruice and bondage, 
Expell dolour, «xpell difeifis fair, 
Avoid difplefure womenting and cair, ' f 

Reflaue plefance, and do thy forrovv fwage, 
Behald thy glaid frefche luflic grene curage, 
- Kejoice amid thir louers but difpair *, 
Prouide ane place to plant thy tender age, 
In lefland blis to remane and repair f • 
XXIX. 
Quha is in welth ? Quha is weill fortunate i 
Quha is in pes diifeuerit fra debait ? 
Quha leuis in hope, Quha leuis in elperance,' 
Quha flandis in grace, Quha flandis in firm eflait ? 
Quha is content, rejoycit air and 1 alt. 
Or Quha is he that fortoun dois auance ? 
Bot thow that is replenifchit of plefance, 
Thow hes comfort, all weilfair delicate, 



♦ lait and air. 

f Qubair thou in joy and plefour may repair. 



Thow 
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Thow hes glaidnes, thow hes the happie chance^ 
Thow hes thy will, Thow be nocht dcfolait, 
XXX. 

Incres io mirth full confolatioun, 
In joyous fweit imaginatioun. 
Abound in lufe of purify t amouris. 
With diligpnt trew deliberatiouD, 
Rander louingis for thy falvatioun. 
Till V£NUs, a^d under her guerdoun all hourit^i 
Refl gt all eis, but fair or fitefull fchouris, 
Abide in quiet, maifi: conftant weillfair*, 
Unwemmit wit deliuerit of all dangeir. 
XXXI. 

This lay was red in oppin audience, 
Of the muiis and in Venus preience, 
I ftand content thow art obedient, 
Quod Calliope, my companion and defence* 
Venus faid eik it wasibipe recompence, 
For my trefpas, I was fa penitent. 
And with that word all fuddanelie fcho w^nt. 
In ane inftant fcho and hir court was hence : 
Yit flill abaid thir mufis on the bent* 
XXXII. 

Inclynand then I faid Calliope, 
My protedour, my help and my fupplic, 

♦ After this Ijne : 

Be glaid and licht now in thy lufty fiouris. 
The line nioiild rhime to falvatioun, St. XXVUI has alfo an 
extra line. 

My 
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My ibuerane lady, my rederoptioun^ 
My mediatour, quhen I was dampnit to diO| 
I fall befeik the godlie majedie. 
Infinite thankis, laude and benifoun, 
Yow till acquite, according your rcnoun. 
)t langis nocht my pofTibilitie, 
Till recompencc ten part of this guerdoua* 
XXXIII. 

Gloir, honour, laude, and reuerence conding, 
Quha may foryeild yow of fa hie ane thing ? 
And in that part your mercie I imploir. 
Submitting me my life-time induring. 
Your plefance and mandate till obeyfing. 
Silence, faid fcho, I haue eneuch heirfoir, 
I will thow wend and vefie wonderis moir* 
Than fcho me hes betaucht in keiping, 
Of ane fweit nymphe maift faithfuil and docoir* 
XXXIV. 

Ane hors I gat maid Tichelie befene 
Was harneiil all with wodbind leuis grene, 
of the fame fute the trappours law doun hang* 
Ouir him I ftraid at command oF the quene, 
Tho &min furth we ryding all bedene, 
Als fwift fts thocht with mony a merie faog, » 

My nymph alwayis conuoyit me of thrang, 
Amid the muiis to fe quhat thay wald mnae 
Qjihilks fat)2 tnd playit, but neuer a wreift ycid wrang* 
XXXV. 

Throw countreis feir, holtis, androckes hie, 
Ouir vaillis, planis, woddls, wallie, ky^ 

Vot. I. H Ouir 
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Ouir fludis fair, and mony firair moiiDtane, 
Wc war caryit in twinkling of ane eye. 
Our horfis fiaw, and raid nocht, as thocht me. 
Now out of France turfit in ftjkane^ 
Now out of Flanders heich up in AlmanUy 
Now into Egypty now into Italiej 
Now in the realm of Trace^ and now in Spane, 
XXXVI. 
The hie montanes we paflit of Germanie^ 
Ouir jlppennjnus devydand Iialie^ 
Ouir Rym^ the Pow^ and Tiber^ fluidis fair, 
Ouir Alpbens^ by Pyfe the riche cietie. 
Under the eirth that enters in the fee* 
Ouir Rone^ ouir Sane ; ouir France^ and eik ouir Lair^ • 
And ouir Ti^m the golden fandit riuair ; 
In Thfffalie we* paffit the mont Ottfje, 
And UEjtcVLit infepultttre fand thair. 

xxxvir. 

Thair went wc ouir the riuair Pentyus^ 
In SiciU eik we paffit the mont Tmolus ; 
Fleiniiht with iaiffron, honie» and with wyne ; 
The twa toppit famous Pamafus ; 
In Trace we went out ouir the mont EmuSf 
Qphair Orpheus leirit his harmonie maid fyner 
Ouir Carmeins quhair twa prophetis deuyne, 
Remainit, H£LiAS, andHELiSLDs; 
Fra quhome the ordour of Carmelites came fyne. 

xxxyiii, y 

And nixt into the Land of Amafm, 
In haift we paft the fliide Termodjon^ 

' Aod 
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And ouir the huge hill that echt Mynaj^ 
We raid the hill of Bacchus Citberen^ 
And Oymfus the itiont of Macedon^ 
Qjihilk femis heich up iu the heuin to pafi^ 
In that countrie we raid the flude Mela$^ 
Quhaii water makis quhite fcheip blak anoae i 
In Ewropt eik we raid the flude Thanm^ 
XXXIX. 

We raid the iwift riuer l^artbiades^ 
The flude of. Suny JchicoronHs ; 
The hill fa full of wellis cleipit Ida ; 
jfrmemii hill9«; and flude Bmpbratis ; 
The flude of Nyh^ the precious flude Oangii 
The hill of Suill ay bimand jE/^h^i ; 
And ouir the mont of PbrfgU Dindammf 
Hallowit in honour of the mother goddet ; 
Cauld Ctmcmfiu we paft in SytUa^ 
XL. 

We paflit the Audit of Ttgrit and Fl^fin^ 
Of ^hract the riuen Hthrm and Strjwton^ 
The mount of hUdan^ and the flude Joriatu^ 
The fiacund well and hill of HeUcon^ 
The mont EryXy the well of Acherm^ 
Baith dedicate to Vbnvs in certain. 
We paft the hill and defert of IJhm»^ 
Ouir mont Ciwthtu quhair god Apollo ichonei 
Straich^ to Che fflofia CtifiaUmt * fountane. 

H t Betide 
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XLL 
Befide that criftall well fweit and dige((, 
Thame to repois^ thair hors refrefche and reft, 
Alichtit doun thir muQs cleir of hew. 
The companie all haillelie leift and bed, 
Thrang to the well to drink, quhilk ran ibuth wefiy 
Throw out ane meid quhair alkin flouris grcvtr. 
Amang the laif full faft I did perfew. 
To drink, hot fa the greit preis me oppreft, 
That of the water I micht not tafle a drew. 
XLII. 
Ouir horii8 pafturitin ane plefand plane. 
Law at the iiite of ane fair greene naontane. 
Amid ane meid fchaddowit with Ceder treis, 
6aif fra all heit, thair micht we weil remain. 
All kinde of herbis, flouris^ frute, and greine, 
With eurie growand tr^ thair men micht cheis. 
The beryall ftreams rinnand ouir flanerie * grcis, 
Made fober noyis ; th^ fchaw dinnet ag^ne, 
For birdis fang, and founding of the bets, 
XLIIL 
The ladyis fair «tn diners inilrumentis, 
Went play and» i2ngstf)4» danfand, ouir the bentBs, 
Pull angellik and heuiiBii^ was their foun. 
£tuhat creatuns^ am\|d biy hart iroprlntis* ' 
The frefc^fe.bc^vTi«JtJ^l^|^l<|«li€ r^prefctttir. 
The merrie fpeiche, fair hauingi»» jiie renawo^^ ' 
Of 4hait)e, wald fet a wife man half in fwoun« 

Thair 
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Thiir womattlinci wryithit the elcmentis, 
Stoneift the heuin, and all the etrth adoun. 

XLIV- 
The warld may not confidder nor defcriue 
The heuinlie joy^ the bli$ I faw belive, 
Sa ineffable^ abone my witt Ta hie. 
I will na mair thairon my foreheid due, 
Bot briefly furth my febill proccfs drivf . 
Law in the meid an Palyeon picht I fe, 
Maift gudlieil:, and richeft that micht be : 
My govcrnour 6ftner than times fiue^ 
Unto that bald to pafs commandit mc. 

XLV. 
Swa finally (Iraicht to that royall fteed, 
In fellowfchip with my leidar I yeid : 
We enterit ibne, the portar was not thra, 
Thair was na (lopping, lang demand, nor pleid. 
I kneillit law, and unheilded my heid. 
And tho I faw our lady is twa and twa, 
Sittand on deiflis *; familiars to and fra, 
Servand thame fail with ypocras and meid, 
Delicate meitis, dainteis feir alfwa 

XLVI. 
Grcit was the prcis, the feift royal to fcnc, 
At eis thay ate with interludis betwene ; 
Gaue probiewmis feir and mony fair demand! s, 
Inquyrand quha beft in their times had bene, 
Quha triaft lovers in luflie yeirs grene ; 

* deace. 
H 3 Sum 
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Sum faid this way, and fum thairto ganeftandi^t 
Than Calliope, Ouide to appeir comm^a^, 
My clerk, quod fcho, of regiflcr bedene, 
Disclair quha war maiA worthie of thair handi^. 
XLVII- 

With l^urer crownit at hir popimandement, 
Ppftude this poet digeft and eloquent, 
And fchew the fetis of Hercules the ^ang, 
How he the griflie bellis hounds outrent, 
8lew lyounis, mpnfiuris, and mony fell ferpentj 
And to the deith feill michcy gy an tis dang. 
Of Theseus eik he fchew * the wciris lang, 
Agane the quenc Y?olita theTweit, 
Apd how be fl^w the Minotaur jn Creit^ 
XLVIII. 

Of Perseus hie tauld the knichtly deidis, 
Qiihilk vinquiihed, (as men in Ouioe r^idis,) 
Creuell tyrantis and monllures mony one. 
Qf DiANis hdXv xn CalUdott thedreidis, 
How throw ane ladyJs fchot bis iydis bleidis. 
The bretheris deith, and fytie the iifler*s mpQe, 
He fchew bow king Fyramus fone Vssacone, 
After his deith, bo4ie and all hip weid^s, 
Intiil ane ik^rth transformit was anone. 
3CUX/ 

He fchew at Trty quhfit wife the Greik$Jandis« 
How feirs Achilles ftranglit wi^h bjjs handis^ 
The valyeant Cygnus, Neptune's fo^ maj^ deir; 

• Uld. 

Qt^Uk 
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Quhilk at Greiks arriual on the ftrandit* 
A thoufand flew, that day upon the fandis, 
Faught with Ac hill and bluntit all bis %>eir« 
Na wapin was that might him wound or deir, 
Quhill Achilles brifl of his hehne the bandis. 
And wirryit him be force for all his feir. 
L. 

He fchaw full roony tranfmutatiounis. 
And wonderfiill new figouratiounis. 
Be hundrethis, mo than I haue heir expremit ; 
He tauld of lufis meditatiounisy 
The craft of lufe and the falwatiounis. 
How that the furie luftis fuld be flamet. 
. Of diuers uther matters als he demit, 
And be his prudent fchairp relatiounis. 
He was espert of all thing as it femit* 
LI. 

Uprais the greit V i r g i l l i us anone« 
And play it the fportis of Dap hn is and Co&ydqne ; 
Sine Terence come, and playit the Comedy, 
Of Farm£NO, Thrason, and wife Gk a tone. 
JvvENALL like ane mowar him allone^ 
Scude fcornand euerie man as thay yeid by* 
Martial was cu:k, till roift, feith, farce and fry. 
And FoGGius dude with mony girne and grone, 
On Laurence VALLX^fpittand, and cryand fyl 
LIL 

With mirthis thus and meitis delicate, 
Thir ladyis feiflit according thair eflait, 
Uprais at lafl, commandand till tranoynt. 

H 4 Retrci' 
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Retrek wae blawn loude, and than God waite, 
Men micht have fcne fwifit horfis halcUn bait, 
Schynand for fweit, as thay had bene ano)*tit. 
Of all that rc|Nt was oeuer a prick disjoynt. 
For all our tary, and I furth with my mait, 
Mountit on bore, raid famin in gude point, 
LIII. 

Oiiir mony gudlic plane we raid bedenc, 
The vaill ( t H<6on, the camp Damafcene^ 
1 brow Ji>f pbat, and throw the lulUe vaill ; 
Ouir waters wan, throw wortViie woddis grenc. 
And fwa at laft on lifting up our cne, 
We fe the final end of our trauail, 
Amid ane plane a plefand roche to waill, 
And euerie wicht fra we that ficht bad fene, 
Thankand greit God, their heidis law deuaill, 
LIV. 

With Tinging, lauching, merines and play. 
Unto this roche wc rydand furth the way. 
Now mair to write for fcir tremblis my p-^n. 
The hart may not think nor mannis toung fay. 
The eir nocht heir, nor yit the eye fe may, 
It may not be imaginit with men. 
The heuinljc blis the pcrfitc joy to ken, 
Qnhilk now I faw : the hundredth part, all day, 
1 micht not fchaw thocht I had toungis ten, 
LV. • 

Thocht all my members toungis war on raw, 
I war not able the thoufand fauld to fchaw, 
Quhairfoir I fcir ocht farther n)air to write. 



Fa 
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Fo^ quhidder I this in faul or bodie faw. 
That wait I nocht, hot he that all dois knaw. 
The greit God wmt, in euerie thing perfite. 
Eik gif I wald this aiiifioun indite, 
Jangleris fuld it backbite, and fland nana aw, 
Cry out on drcimis quhilks are not worth an mite. 
hVh 
Senthis till me all verity be kend, 
I repute thus better to make ane end. 
Than ocht to fay that fuld heiraris engreif : 
On uther fide, thocht thay me vilipend, 
I confider prudent folk will commend, 
The veritie, and fie jangling rcpreif. 
With quhais corredHoun, fupport and relief 

Furth to proceid, this proces I pretend, 

Traifland in God my purpois to efcheif. 
LVII. 
Howbeit I may not euerie circumilaoce. 

Reduce perfitely in remembrance, 

Myne ignorance yit fum part fall deutfe, 

Twitch'mg this fight of heuiplie fweit plefance. 

Now emptie pen write furth thy luftie chance, . 

Schaw wonderis feill, fuppois ihow be not wife. 

Be dUigente and repel ie the auiftt» 

Be quick and fchairp voidit of variance. 

Be fweit, and cans not gentill bartis griie. 
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Argument oi^ Part IIL 

tiipott a/cendis tbi reck — HeU tf iHtms-^Shifni^ich •/ th^ 
carvel rf tbfftate rf graci-^Firfi fyht of the ?AZAtt 
OF Honour—* jD^^/^/tfcr* •fit — Vbkus tbar^ an^hif 
mrrour qubilk r^fl^Hs at the gret a£b ef mtU t/mes'^ 
Mcc§taU of f acred ami prcfane biftgrh^^PUfand dehait' 
mints ^ mt^ heroes as Fitigali ^c. akd eMebamaers^ aj/im 
fene^^AUegerkaU defiriftiotm rf king Honour and bit 
catrt'^Tbe perfiuns tboh'-^be poet nffijbing topks intil tie 
gardyne ^JJonrts of retboric, /upptfis be droppis from a 
brigj and ^nakp^Addteft to hag James iV« 

PART T H R I D. 

S I. 

YE muCs nine be in my adiutorie, 
That made me fe this blis and perfite glorie; 
Teiche me yowr &cuud caflis eloquent, 
Len me a recent fchairp frefche memorie, 
And cans me dew lie till indite this florie* 
Sum gracious fweitneis in my bretfl imprent. 
Till mak the heirars bowfom and attent, 
Reidand my wreitt illuminate with your loir, ] 
Infinite thankis randerand yow th^rfoir. 

Now 
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II. 

Now bnefly to my purpoife for till gOQt» 
About the bill ky wayis mony one. 
And to the hicht bot aoe paflage ingrau^ 
Hewin in the roche of Aid hard marbeU fiooe* 
Agane the fone like to the gHis it fchone, ^ 
The afceace was hie, and flrait for till con^^. 
Yit ^kan thir isufis gudelie aad foaue, * 
Alichtit dpimt and dam the rochc in hie. 
With aR Ac roo^ out tane my nimphe and U 
^ III. 

Still at the hillis. fute we twa abaid, 
Tb^ fuddanlie my keipar to noe iaid^ 
Afcend galland,: than for feir Iqauik. 
Be not affrayit, ii:hafatd9 be notdifiAayit^ 
And with that word up t^e^ftnait rod abraid, 
I followit fafi:, fcho be the hand me tuick, 
Yit durfl Ineuer for dreid behind me luiL 
With meikle pain thus clam I neir the hicht, - 
Quhair fuddanelie I.faw ane griflie ficht^ 

ly. 

As we approchit neir the hillis heid^ 
Ane terribiil fevixh Inmand in fl^mmis reid,. 
AbhominabiU, and how-aa hell to fee. 
All fuU.of briofiane, pick, and bulling lei(f| 
Quhair mony: wretchit creature lay dek). 
And miferabill catioes yelland loud on hie, 
I faw : quhilk den micbt weill compairit be^ 
Till Xanthui the flude'of 7r0; fa fchill, 
Pirnlkid at y£NUs^hcft contrair A^^kili.^ 

Amid 
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V. 

Amid our paflage lay this uglie iicht, 
Nocht braid but ia horribill to euerie wicht. 
That all the warld to pafs it fuld have dreid. 
Weil I confidderit na vtpj^r mair I micht^ 
And to defcend fa hidious was the hicht, 
I durft not aueottire for this eird on breid^ 
Trimbland I fhide with teith chatterand gude fpeid, 
My nymphe beheld my clwir, and faid let J>e^ 
Thorw fall fiocht atll» and lb the caus (quod fche). 

vr. 

To me thowr art commit, I fall the keip. 
Thir pieteous pepill amid this laithlie deip, 
War wretchis quhilks in luilie yeiris fair^ 
Fretendit thamc till hie honour to creip,] 
Bot iuddanlie thay fell on ilewthfuU fleip, 
Followand plefance drownit in this loch of cair. 
And with that word fcho hint me be the tuir^ 
Carpit me till the hillis heid anone, 
As Abacus was brocht in Bahylom.^ 
Vll. 

As we bene on the hie hill iituait, 
Luik down, quod fcho, confaue ia quhat eflait, 
Thy wretchit warld thow may confidder now. 
At her command with meikill dreid, God wait. 
Out ouir the hill fa hiddious hie and ftrait, 
I blent adoun and felt my body grow, 
This bmkUl eird fa litill till allow, 
Me thocht I faw bim i/i ane fireie rage. 
Of ftormiQ leyi quhilk might na maner fwage. 

Thai 
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VIIL 

That terribill tempcft, hiddcous wallis huge. 
War maift griflie for to behald or judge, 
Quhair nouther reft nor qutst micht appcir» 
Thair was ane perrelqus place * folk for to lodg^ 
Thair was ,na help fupport pot yit refuge* 
InnumerabUl folk I fyw flotterand in feir, 
Quhilk pereift.oo the walterand wallis weir. 
And iecundlie I faw a luftie barge, 
Ouirfett with fejris, and mony doroiy charge. 
iX. 

This gudelie carvell taiklit traift on raw, 
With blanfchit faill milk quhite as ony fnaw, 
Richt fouer, ticht and wonder ftranglie beildit. 
Was ou^the boldyn wallis qqite ouirthraw. 
Contrariouflte the bufterous wind did blaw 
In bubbis tlijck, . that nia fdiif^s fail niicht weild it. 
Now fank fcho law^ how: hie to heuin up heildit. 
At everie part fwa feyi and witidi^ draif, 
Quhili on ane fand the fdiip did budi ai|d daif. 
X. 

It was a pieteous thing, aiaik, alaik, 
To heir the dulefuU cry, quhen that fcho firaik, 
Maift lamental»li the pereift folk to fe. 
Sa faraift drowkit, mait, toiiewrochc, . ai»d utaikt 
Sum on an plank of fir tre, and fum of atk. 
Sum hang upoi^ a tadcill, fum on ane tne. 
Sum fra thair grip fone wafchin with the fee. 



P^lycfc 
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Fart drownit, part to the roche fleit or fwain» 
On ralpis or buir dis^ fine np the hill thef clam. 
XI. 

Tho at my nymphe breifUe I did enquirci 
Quhat fignifyefe that feirfoU wonder feir. 
Yone multitude faid fcbo of pepill drint^ 
Ar faithles folk, (juhilkts qiahill' thay sir heh*^* 
Mifknawis Gpd and foUowis thair f^eir, 
Qlihairfoir thay fall in endliis fire be brint. 
Yone iufiie fchip yow feis pereift and tint. 
In quhome yone pepill maid aoe perrelous] race, 
Scho hecht the^CARVEtx of th« s'tatb or orac^i k 
XXL 

Ye bene aU'bdme thefi:)nmsof Ire^ I gues^ 
Sine throw Bapcifme gettis grace and fiuthfiiln^Sy 
Than in 3roneicarveU furelie ye renlane. 
Oft aorfxM^Aed with thb wsiUUit brnddenes^ 
Quhill ttat lye'fiill in fin and Wretchitnefs, 
Than fchip broken fidi yt diowa-in endles pane^ 
Except byfaiihyit find the plaok agane, 
Be Chrift working gude warkis I underfiand, 
Remane thair with, this fill yow bring to land* 
XIIL 

This may fuffice^ qvod fcho, twitehand this part ; 
Return t^yfheid^ behaid this uther art; 
Confidder wpndetv and beTigjiUnt, 
That thow may better eodyten efterwart. 
Things quhilkis I (all the fcbaw or wie depart, 
Thow fall haue fouth of ientence and not fcant. 
Thair is na welth nor wdBfidrthow fill want, 

Tha 
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The §reit Pahcb of Honour thow fall fc. 
Lift up thy heid, l>ehald that fidit» quod fchc* 
XIV. 

At hir command I raifit hie on hicht| 
My vifage till^behald that heuinlie ficht ; 
Bot to difcriue this matter in effed, 
lo^poffibill war to ony eirdlie wicht. 
It tranfcendis feir abone my micht 
That I with ink may do bot paper blek,, 
I mofl draw fiirth the yok lyis on my nek. 
As of the place to fay my Iciide auife, 
Pleneifl with plefance like to Paradice. 
XV. 

I faw a plane of peirles puleritude^ 
Quhairin aboundit alkin thingis gude^ 
SpycCy wine, come, oyle, tre, frute, floury herbis grene;. 
All fouUis beiftis, birdis, and alkin fudc. 
All maner fifches haith of fey and flude. 
War keipit in pondis of poleift filuer fchcne,i 
With purifyit water as of the crifbll dcne# 
To noy the fmall the greit beiftis had na wSI, 
Nor rauenons foulis the lytill volatilU 
XVI. 

Still in the feffoun all thingis remanit th»r,. 
Perpetuailie but outher noy or fair. 
Ay rypit war baith herbis frutc an^ flouriit* 
Of euerie thing the namis to declair,, 
Unto my febiil wit unpoffibilt wair. 
Amid the meid replet of fweit odouriS| 
A palice flude with mony royal towri0» 

3 Q^basr 



.ti THEPALICK 

Quhair kyrnellis quent feill turets men micht find, 
And goldin fanis wai^d with the wind. 
XVII. 
Pinnaktllis, fyellis, turnpekkis mony one. 
Gilt birneift torrls, quhilk like to Phebus fchone, 
SkarfmeDt, reprife, corbel), and battellingist 
FuUyery, bordouris of many precious ftone, 
Subtill muldrie Wrocht mony day agone, 
On butterySy jalme, pillaris and plefand fpringia* 
Quick imageile with mony lu(lie fyngis, 
Thair micht be fene : and monie worthie wichtis, 
Befoir the yet arrayit all at richtis. 
XVIII. 
Furth paft my nymphe, I followtt fubfequcnt, 
Straicht throw the plane to the firfl waird we went. 
Of the palice, aud enterit at the port. 
Thair faw we niony flaitlie tournament, 
Lancis brokin, knichtis laid on the bent. 
Plelaod paftdnce, and mony luftie fport, 
Thair faw wp als» and fum time battell mort ; 
AU thir quod fcho, on Venus feruice vaikis, 
In deidis of annis for thair ladyis iaikis. 
XIX. 
Vefyand I ftude the principal place but peir. 
That heuinlie palice all of cridall cleir, 
Wrocht as me thocht of polifl berial (lone. 
Bofiliall nor Oliab but weir, 
Qnhi'Clk fawBa fanBorum maid maid riche and deir. 
Nor he that wroucht the temple of Salomon, 
Nor he that buildit the royall TUon^ 

Nor 
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Nor he that forgit Darius fepulture, 
Culd not perfoniic fa craftilic anc cure. 
, XX. 
Studiand heiron my nyirphe unto me fpak. 
Thus in a flair quhy ftandis thow ftupifisik, 
Gouand all day^ and nathing hes veiite. 
Thcw art pcolixt, in haiii retume thy bak, 
Ga efter me and gude attendance tak, 
Quhat now thow fcis luik efterwart thow write. 
Thow fall behald all Venus Wis perfite, 
Thairwith fcho till ane garth did me conu»y, 
Quhair that I faw eneuch of perfite joy. 
XXI. 
J\mid ane throne with ftanis richc quirfret, 
And claith of gold Lady Venus was fct, 
By hir, hir fone Cupide quhilk nathing feis. 
Quhair Mars enterit na knawledge micht I get. 
Bot ftraicht befoir Venus vifage but let, 
Stude emeraut ftagcs twelf, grenc precious grels, 
Quhairon thair grew thre curious goldin treis,*- 
Suftentand Weill the goddes face beforne, 
Ane fair mirrour be thame qucntly upbwnc. 
XXII. 
Qiihair^^it makk was I haue na ftill. 
Of berially ciiflall, glas, or birnift fteili^ 
Of diamant, or of the carbunkill gem ; 
Quhat thing it was deHne may I not weillj 
Bot all the bordour circulair cueric deiU, 
Was plait of gold, cais, (lock, and uttei^ hem. 
With vertious ftaois picht that blude wald ftem. 
Vol. I. _ I Fpi 
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For qiiha that woundit wm ia the tornamcnt^ 
Wox haill fra he upon the mirrour blent. 

xxiii. 

This rojjall rillik fa riche and radioySy 
Sa polid, plefand, purify it, precious, 
Quhais bounteis half to- write I not prefume.. * 
Thairon to f^ wis fa delicious, 
And fa excelland fchaddowis gracious. 
Surmounting far in brichtnes, to niy dome^ 
The coifllie fubtill fpektakill of R^mg^ 
Or yet the mirrour fent to Canack, 
Quhairin men micht ful mony wonders fe, 
XXIV. 

In that mi^rour I micht fe at ane fichc, 
1 he deidis and fatis of euerie eirdly wicht^ 
All thingis gone like as thay war prefent* 
All the ereatiounis of the angelU brichti 
Of Lucifer the fall for all his micht : 
Adam firit man and in the eirth yient.^ 
And No YES flude thair faw I fubfequent: 
Babylon beild, that towre of fic renouni 
Of Sodomn the feill fubuerfioun, 
XXV. 

Abraham^ Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, I fevr^ 
Hornit Moyse* with his auld Hebrew law, 
Ten plaiges m Egypt fend for thair trefpas. 
In the Red fey with all his court on raw, 
King Pharaoh drynt, that God wald neuer knaw> 
I faw quhat wife the fey deuydit was, 
And all the Hebrewis dry fute ouir it pas. 



Sine 
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^inc in defert I faw.thamc fourty yeiris j 

Of JosUE I faw the worthie weiris, 
XXVI. 
Of Jndicum the battdlis ftrang anone, . 
1 faw of Jepthe, and of Gedeone, 
Of AMALEtH the cruel homicide, 
The wonderfull workis of douchtie duke Samsone, 
Quhilk llew^a thoufand with ane afles bone ; 
Rent tempillis down, and yettis in his pride. 
Of quhais fVrength marvellis this warld fa wide. 
I faw duke Sangor thair with mony a knok. 
Six hundrcth men flew with ane pleuchis fok, 
XXVII. 
The prophet Samuel faw I in that glas, 

Anoytttitking Saull, quhais fone Jonathas, 

I faw vincus ane greit oift him alane. 

Young Dauid flu tlie griflie Golyas, 

Quliais fpeir heid wecht thre hundreth unces vva«, 

Jesbedonab the gyant mekill of mane, 
Lay be the handis of michtie Dauid flsne. 
With fingers fex on ather hand but weir; 
Dauid I faw flay baith lyon and beir, 
XXVIII. 
This Dauid cik at ane onfet aftound, 
Aucht hundreth men I faw him bring to ground. 
With him I faw Bananyas the ftrang, 
Quhilk twa lyounis oi Mcah did confound, 
And gaue the ftalwart Ethiop deidis wound, 
With his awin fpeir that of his hand he thrang. 
Uuauafltlie this champion fa I gang, 



Tint all his leiges hartis be his fait, 
He was to thame fa outragious ungrait. 
Of twelf tribes ten did fra him 6i\jdt* 
I faw the angell fla, be nichtis tide. 
Four fcoir thoufandis of Sen n ache ribs oift, 
Quhilk canjc to weir on yewrj with greit boift* 
XXX. 

I faw the life of the king Es^echy, 
Prolongit fifteen yeir; and' the prophet Rklt, 
Amid a firie chair to Faradiee went. 
The floryis of Esras and of N«emy, 
And Daniell in the lyounis caue faw I, 
For he the dragon flew, Bkl brake and fcbenti^ 
The chyldir thre amyd the fornace fent ; 
I faw the tranfmigratlonn in Babylvn^ 
And baith the buiks of FaraiipQmcnon. 
XXXI. 

I faw the hailte archangell Kapha ell, 
Marie Sara, the douchter of Raguell,. 
On Tobias for his juft father's faik, 
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Jonas in the quhaillis womb dayis thrc, 
And fchot fiirth fine I faw at Niniuf. 

xxxir. 

"Of Job I favr ihc patience maift degeft. 
Of Alb^cawder I faw the greit conqueft, 
Quhilk in twelf yetraf wan ncir this warld on breid. 
And of Aktiqchus the greit unreft, • 
How tyranlie he Jenjorie all opreft, 
Of Macra^eus full monic ane knkht lift 3cid^ 
That gatt all Greet afnd Egypt ftand in dreid^ 
In quiet brocht his realme throw his prowcs. 
I faw his brether Stmon and Jon at has 

xxxiir. 

Quhiiks war maift worthic quhil thair dayis Tang. 
Of l^hehs eik 1 faw the weirs lang, 
Quhair Tt-Diirs allone (few fiftie fcnichtis ; 
How finallie of Grece the charapionis ftrang, 
All haill the flour of kaichtheid: in that thran^ 
Deih-byit was, qnhill Treseus with his michtii 
The toun «nd Creon wan for all his (lichtis* 
Thair faw I how^ as Statius dbis tell, 
Amphiorax the btichop fank to helU 
XXXIV- 

The faithfuiMadyis of Oridel micht cdnfidder, 
2n daithis bkck all bairfiKe ^^s togidcKer, 
Till Tbebis itgi^ fra tihair lopdis v<rar flain^ 
Behald ye m^il that cailis ladyi^lidder. 
And liehf of lahis, qtihat kmdnes brocht them bidder 1 
Quhat treirth wt^ Infb' did' in t&^ir Breifts VJCtam^i 
I ^raift yi UA reid in w> wirit atg^ne, 

1% ♦In 
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In an rcalme fa mony of fie conftancc. 
Pcrfaue thairby wemen ar till auance. 
XXXV. 
Of duke PiRiTHOus the fpoiifage in that tide, 
Quhair the Centaur is reft away the bride, 
Thair faw I ; and thair battel! , huge to fe. 
And Hercules quhais renoun walkis wide. 
For IxiONA law by 7'royis fide, 
Faucht and ouircome a monflour of the fey. 
For quhilk, quhen his rewaird denyit was, ho 
Maid the firft fiege, and the deftnidioun. 
Of michtie fr^y, quhylum that royall town* 

xxxvr. 

To win the fleis of gold tho^faw I fent, 
OfGrece the nobillis with Jason confequent, 
Haill thair conquell, and all Medeas llichtis. 
How for Jason Ypsifhile was fchcnt. 
And how at Troy as thay to Calc&ss went, 
Greikis tholit of king Lao me don greit unrichtis | 
Quhairfair Trey deflroyit was be thair mlchtia, 
IxiONA reuifl, and Laomedon flane; 
Bot Pryamus reftorit the toun agane* 
XXXVII. 

The judgement of Paris faw I fine. 
That gaue the apill, as poetis can define^ i '\\ \ 
Till Venus as goddes maift gudlie. 
And how in Grece he reuifchit quene Helyne, 
Quhairfoir the Grttkis with thair greit aavyne. 
Full mony thoufand knichti^, haiftiUe . 
Thame till reiiepge^ feiilit towart fn^ kdiy. ;. 



I , 
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1 Taw how be Ui#ixes, with grcit joy, 
<iuhatwife AcHiLL was foand, and brocht to Troy. - 
XXXVIII. 

The cruell battellis, and the dintis firang. 
The greit debatei and eik the weiris lang* 
At ^rojh feige, the mirronr to me fchew % 
Snftenit tea y'cir« G reiki $ Trtj unit atnang, 
And ather partie fet full afc in thrang, 
Quhair that Hector did douchtie deids anew, 
Qnhill feirce Ac hill baith him and TrOvlus flew* 
The -greit hors maid 1 favv, and Troy fine tint. 
And fair ///tf« all io flammis briiit, 
XXXIX, 

Sine out of Trcy^ I faw the fugitiues, 
How that Eneas, as Virgil Weill difcriiies, 
In countreis &ir was by the feyis rages, 
Bewauit oft, and how that 'he arriues, 
With all his flote, but danger of thair lines. 
And how thay wai'^reflett baith man and page, 
Be quene Dino remanand in Cartilage. 
And how Eneas fine, as that thay tell. 
Went for to feik his father doun to hdl. 
XL. 

Ouir $tix the flude I favv Eneas fair, 
Qiihair Charqn was the buftuus ferriar ; 
The fludes four of hell thair micht I fe ; > 
The folk in pane, the wayis circulair, 
The weltcrand fione wirk SygiPHo miph cair. 
And all the plefance of the camp Eli/e^ 
Quhair^uld Akchises did coramoua with Enee, 

^ 4 And 
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And fchew be line all his focceffiouiu 
This ilk £v£As» maiil famous of renoun^ 
XLI. 
I fsLvr to goddes make the iacrifice, 
Quhairof the ordour and maner to deinfb^ 
War ouir prolext; and how Ekbas fine,- 
Went to the ichlp and eik I faw quhat wife. 
All his nauie greit hunger did furprife. 
How he in Itsiit finallie with greit pyne» 
Anyiut at the flrandis of Latg^nt^ 
And how he faucht wcill baith on laadis and feys. 
And TuRNUS flew> the king oi Ruiihism 

xui. 

Rome faw I beildit firft be Romo(.u8, 
And eik how lang as writes Liufus, 
The Roman kingis aboue the pepiU rang^ 
And how the wickit proud TARoyiNtua, 
With wife arid bairnia be Brutus Junius, 
War expelit * Rome for thair infuflferabill wrangi 
E(>t all the proces fo&' till fcbaw war laog,^ 
How chaift L,tJeR.£C£. the gudlieii and bed. 
Be Sextus Tarqitine was cniellie oppreft%l 
XUII. 

The Punick battelHa in that rairrour clear, 
Betwene Carthagi and Romani$ moijy yeir, 
I faw becaufe Eiieas piteous 
Fled fra Dido be adnQonitioutiia ft;ir^ 
Betwene thir pepill raifc anc langfum weir ; 

♦ Cxilit. 



OF HONOUR. Ill 

I faw how worthie Marcus Regulus, 
Maift vailyeand, prudent, and vidorious^ 
Howbeit he noicht at libertie gone fre. 
For comfnoun proiite cheiiit for to die. 
XLIV. 
TyLLvs Seruilius douchtie in his davir. 
And Marcus Curtius* eik in the mirrour I faw, 
Quhilk throw his ftoutnefs in the fiery gap, 
For commoun profitc of Rome himfelf did thraw, 
.Richt unabaifitlie hauand na dreid nor aw, 
Mountit on hors, unarmit thalrin lap ; 
And Hanniball I faw be fatall hap. 
Win contrair Romanis mony fair vidorie, 
Qaihill SciFio eclipfit all bis glorie. 
XLV. 
This worthie Schipio cleipit Aphricake, 
I faw vincus this Hanniball in plane. 
And Carthage bring unto finall mine ; 
And fine to Rome couqncrit the realme of Spane» 
How king JuGURTHA hes his brether flane, 
Thair law I eik ; and of his weir the fine. 
Richt Weill I faw the battleis inteflinc, 
Of Cai^ilinb and of Lentulus, 
And betweoe Pompey and Cesar Julius. 
XLVi. 
And breifiie euerie faou^us douchtie deid. 
That men in llorie may fe, or chronikill reid ; 
I micht behald in that mirrour exprefs, 

♦ And Q^lncyus cik. 
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The miferie, the criichie, the dreid, 
Pane, forrow, wo, baith wretchitnes and neid, 
The greit inny, couetoufnefs, donblencs, 
Tiiitchand war4dlie iinfaithfnil brukihicfs, 
I i"a the fcind fall folkis to vices tyft, 
And all the cumming of the Antechrift* 
XLVir. 

Plefand debaitments qiiha fa richt reportw, 
Thair micht be fene, and all maner difportis ; 
The falcoiiais for the riuer at thair gait 
lilewand the foul lis in periculo mortis , 
Layand thame in be companeis and fortis, 
And at the plunge part faw I handillit hait» 
The werie hunter befie air and lait, 
With queuing houndis feirching to and fia, 
To hunt the hart, the bair, the da, the ra, 
XLVlil. 

**1 faw Raf Coil year with his ihraw in brow; 
Craibit JoHNE^the Re if, and auld Cow kewpis fow ; 
And how the wran came out of A'lffay, 
And Peirs Plewman that maid his workmen few ; 
(ireit GowMACMORNE and Fyn Mac Cowl, and how 
Thay fuld be goddis in Ireland z^ thay fay f . 
'Ihiiir fawl M \ jtla n d upon auld Beird Gray j * 
l\OBENE HuDE ; and Gilbert with the quhite heind, 
liovv Hay of Nauchton tlew, \xi Madin land, 

* This curious ftr.nza wantinj^ in the London edition, probably 
feccnufc the editor could make nothing of the ftrange names. 1% 
and the next are ludicrous. 

f Here Oirian'tJ heroes are palpably referred to Ireland* 

Tk« 
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XLfX. 
The Nigromancie thair law I eik anone^ 
CfBENYTAS, Bongo, and Frier Bacon e. 
With mony fubtill point of juglairie ; 
Of Flanders piis made mony precious ilone^ 
Ane greit laid fadill of a fiching bone. 
Of ane nutmug thay maid a Monk in hy, 
Ane paroche kirk of ane penny pye : 
And Benytas of an muflell maid an aip, 
With mony uther fubtill mow and jaip. 

And fchortlip to declair the verity. 
All plefand paftancc and ganbmis that micht hc^ 
In that mirrour war prefent to my licht. 
And as I wonderit on that greit fcrlie, 
Venus at laft, in turning of her eye, 
Knew Weill my faccj and faid be goddis micht. 
Ye bene welcome my perfonair to this hicht. 
How paffit yow, quod fchb, this hiddeous deip? ^ 
MadaifiC, Quod 1, 1 not mair than ane fchcip, ) 
U. 

Na force thairof faid fcho, fen thow art heir. 
How plefis the pur-paftance and effeir ? 
Glaidlie (quod I) madame, be :God of heuin* 
Rememberi^ thow faid fcho withoutin weir. 
On thy proroit quhen o^. thy greit dangcir, 
J the deliuerit, as now is not to neuin. 
Than anfwerit I agane with fober ileuin, 
Madame your precept quhat fa be your will, 
Heir I rem ane ay rcddy to fulfill, 

6 Weill 
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LII. 

Weill Weill, faid fcho, thy will is fufScient^ 
Of thy bowfome anfwer I ftand content. 
Than fuddanlie in hand a^ie bulk fcho hint. 
The quhilk to me betaucht fcho or I went, 
Commandand me to be obedient, 
And put in ryme that proces than qnite tint. 
I promifit hir forfuith or feho wald ftint. 
The bulk reiTanand, thairon my cure to preif, 
Inclynand fine, lawlie I tuik my ierf, 

LIII. 
Tttitchand this bnik perauenture ye fall heir ♦, 
Sum time after quhen 1 haue mair lafeir. 
My nimphe in haift fcho hint me be the hand, 
And as we faxnyn waikit forth in feir, 
I the dedair, quod fcho, yone mirrour cleir. 
The quhiik thow faw befoir Dame Venus ftaud, 
Signify is natking ellis to underhand, 
Bor the greit bewtie c^ thir ladyis facis, 
Qiihairin loners thinks thay beliald all gracee* 

LIV. 
Scho me eon^yit InaHte to feU, 
With greit pieafance ftraicht to tlie ric&e caAell, 
Qnhair moriy few I preis to get Ingres. 
Thair fa*f I Siwow and Achii-ophell^ 
Prei/Tand t<? climb the walli^ and how they fellv 
Lucius Catt* AiiJiE faw 1 thaif exprefo^ 
In at an window pteh to haine entree, 

• By thys boke he riio^ Virgli. Margin - 
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But &ddaulie Tulliv s coane wkfa mt buik. 
And ilraik him dowa quhUl all hit chaftis quUc» 
LV. 

Fafl climniand up thay luflie wallls of fkxier 
I faw JuGURTHA and trelTonabill Tryphone^ 
Bot thay na grippis thair micht hald for ilidder* 
Prefland to dim ftiide thoufands mony one. 
And to the ground thay faliin euerie one. 
Than on th^ wall ane Garritour I confidder, 
Froclaimand loude that did thair hartb fwidder p 
*< Out op all falflicid the mother of euerie viccr 
«* Away inuy^ and biriiand coueticel** 
LVI. 

That Garritour my nimphe unto me taid. 
Was cleipit Lawtie keipar of that hald. 
Of hie honour i and thay pepill oiitichett, 
Swa preliTand thame to dim quhylum war baldv 
Richt verteoui young ; bot fra time thai wox afd^ 
Fra honour haill on vice thayr myndc is * itt^ 
Now fall thow go, fakl fcho, ftraicht to the yct^ 
Of thiis palice, aeid enter but offiencei 
Eor the porter is dcipit Patience 

Lvn. 

The michtie prince, the greitcft emperour^ 
Of yone palice, quod fcho, hecht hie Hom>Uft^ 
Quhome to dois ferue moiy traifl officiair. 
For CHEgiTiE of gudiincls the flour, 
I& maiiler houihatd in yone cri^lall tour, 

* mindis« 

Firme 
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Finiic Constance is the kingis fecrctair. 
And Liber ALiT IE hecht his thefaurair. 
Innocence and Deuotioun as effeiris. 
Bene clerk.8 of dofet and cubfculairis. 
LVIIL 

His comptrollar is cleipit Discretioun ; 
HuMANiTiE and Trew Rblatioun, 
Bene Ifcharis of his chalmer mome and ewin, 
Peice,. quiet Rest oft walkis up and down, 
Intill his ball as Marfcalls of renoun, 
TEMPbR ANCE is cuik his meit to taifl and preif, 
HuMiLiTiE carver, that na wicht lift to gicif, 
H»8 maifter fewar hecht Verteous Discipline, 
Mercie is copper and mixes weill his wine 
LIX, 

His Chancelair is cleipit Concience, 
Qiihilk for na meid will pronounce fals fentence. 
With hfrn ar Aflcffoiiris four of ane alTcnt, 
Science, Prudence, Justice, Sapience, ..- 

Quhilks to na wicht lift comniittint)frence. | 

The Chekkcr rollis and the Kingis rent, J 

As Anditouris, thay ouiri'ee what is fpent, i| 

Laubourius diligence, Gude Warkis, Cftl 
i.iuiyc, .| 

Bene Outftewartis and Catouris to yone king, f 
LX. 1^ 

Gude Hope remains euer a^nongyone fort, *[ 
A fine minftrail with mony mow and fyott, | 
And Pe I tie is the kingis almofeir, 
S}ne Fortitude (the richt qnha lift report) j 
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Is Lcutenand all wretchis to comfort ; 
The Kingis Minyeoun roundand io his eir, 
Hecht Veritie did neiier kill man deir. 
And f<4iortlie eiierie vertew and plefance, 
Is fubjed to yone Kingis obeyfance, 

Lxr. 

Cum on, faid fcho, this ordinance to vifite. 
Than paft we to the criftall palice quhite> 
Quhair I afaade the entrie to behold, 
I bad na mair of plefance nor delite. 
Of luftie ficht, of joy and blifs perfite, 
/Nor mair weilfare to haue abone the mold. 
Than foF to fee that yctt of birniflied gold, 
Qiihairon thair was moft curioiiflie ingraue. 
All naturall thingis men may in eird coiftauc. 
LXII. 

Thair was the eirth invironit with the fey, 
Qjihairon the fchippis failland micht I fe ; 
The Air, the Fire, all the four Elementis, 
The Spheiris feuen, and Primum Mobile, 
The Signis tuelf pcrfedlic euere gre. 
The Zodiack haill as buiks reprefentis. 
The Pole antartick that euer himfelf abfentis, 
The Po|c artick, and cik the Urfis twain, 
The Seuin flarnis, Pheton and the Chaflewanc. 
LXIII. 

Thair was ingraue how that Ganymedes 
Was reift rill heuin, as men in Ouide reidis. 
And unto Juppiter maid bis chief butlair. 
The douchteris fair into thair lullie weidis. 



lij 
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Of DryaHia *, amid the fey but dreidis 
Swymmand ; and part war figurit thair, 
Upon ane craig dryand thair yallow hair» 
With facts not unlike for quha them feing 
Micht weiil confidder that thay all fifteris being. 
LXIV. 
Of Planettii all the conjun^Hounis, 
Thair epifciclis and oppofitiounis, 
War portrait thair y^and how thair courds fwagts» 
Thair natural and daylie motiounis, 
Eclipds, afpe^tis and digreiliounis, 
Thair faw I, and mony gudlie perfonages, 
Qnhilks femit all luflie quick images. 
The warkmanfchip exceeding mony fold, 
The precious mater thocht it was fyh^tt gold. 
LXV. 
Wonderand heiron agane my will but let. 
My nymphe in grcif fchot me in at the yet, 
Qiihat deuill, (faid fcho) hes thow nocht ellis ado, 
Bot all thy wit and fantafie (o fet 
On fic doting ? And tho for feir I fwet, 
Of hir langage 1 hot than anone faid fcho, 
Lift thow fe farlies, behald thamc yonder lo, 
yit ftudie nocht ouir mekill adreid thow warie, 
For I perfaue the halflings in ane facie. 
LXVL 
Within that Palice fone I gat ane ficht, 
Quhair walkand went full mony wort hie wicht 
Amid the clois, with all mirthis to waill.. 

♦ Dorida. 

For 
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For like Phebus with fyrie bemis bricht, 
The wallis fchane, caftand fa greit ane licht, 
It femit like the heuin Imperial 1. 
And as the cedar furmountis the rammal 
In perfitc hicht, fa-of that Court a glance 
Exceidis far all eirldlie vane plefance. 
LXVIL 
For lois of ficht coniidder micht I nocht. 
How perfitelie the riche wallis war wrocht. 
Swa the reflex of chriftall flanis fchone. 
For brichtnes fcarllie blenk thairon 1 mocht: 
The purifyit filuer furelie as* me thocht, 
Infteid of fyment was ouir all that wone ; 
Yit round about full mony ane beriall ftone. 
And thame conjundlie jonit faft and quemit. 
The clois was paitkit with filuer as it femtt. 
LXVIII. . 
The durris and the windois all were breddit 
With maffie gold, quhairof the fynes fcheddit. 
With birneift Euir baith Palice and Towris 
Wai' theikit weill, maiil craftilie that cled if^' 
For fa the quhitely blanfchit bone ouirfpred it, 
Midlit with gold, anamalit all colouris, 
Importurait of birdis and fwcit flowrif , 
Curious knottis, and monie hie deuife, 
Quhilks to behald war perfite paradice* 
LXIX, 
And to proceed my nymphc and I forth wcn^ 
Straicht to the Hall throwout the Palice gent^ 
1^ foihlie me. 
VoLtL K And 
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And ten ilages of Topas did afcend* 
Schute was the door : in at a boir I blent, 
Quhair I beheld the glaidefl reprefcnt, 
That euer in eirth I * wretchit catiuc kend« 
Breiflie this procefs to conclude and end, 
Me thocht the flure was all of Amytiil: ; 
Bot quhairof war the walli9 I not wif^* 
LXX. 

The multitude of precious flainis feir 
Thairon fa fchone, my febili ficht but weir 
Micht not behald thair verteous gudlines. 
For all the ruif as did to me appeir, 
Hang full of plefand lowpit fapheiris cleir. 
Of Dyamontis and Rubies as I ^es^ 
War all the buirdis maid of maift riches. 
Of fardanis, of jafp, and fmaragdane, . 
Traiflsy formis, and benkis, war poleifl plane* 
LXXf. 

Baith to and fro amid the Hall thay went. 
Royal Princes in. plait and armouris (quent, 
Of birnieft gold couchit with j}rc'^ious ftanis. 
Enthronit fat ane God Omnipotent, 
On quhais glorious vifage as I blent. 
In extafie be his brichtnefs atanis 
He fmote me doune, and briflit all my banis : 
Thair lay I flill in fwoun with colour blaucbt 
QuhiU at the lait xny nymphe up hes me caucht* 



Sine 
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LXXIL 
Sine with greit pane, with womenting and cair^ 
In hir armis fcho bair me douii the flair. 
And in the ddis full foftiie laid me doun ; 
tJpheld my held to tak the hailfome air. 
For of my life fcho ftude in greit difpair. 
Me till awalk was flill that Lady boun^ 
Quhilk finallie put of that deidlie fwown ^ ' 
I fwyith ouircome, and up mine ene did cadi 
Be merrie man, quod fcho, the werft is paSt* 

Lxxni. 

Get up, £:ho faid, for fchame be na cowart^ 
My heid in wed thbw hes anc Wyfes hart, 
That for a plefand fichtfwas fa mifmaid ! 
Than all in anger upon my feit I Hart* 
And for hir wordis was fa apirfmart. 
Unto the nymphe I maid a bufleous braid : 
Carling,' (^uod I) quhat was yone that thow (aid ? 
Soft yow, (faid fcho) thay are not wyfe that flryfis^ 
For kirkmen war ay gentill to the^ Wyifis* 
LXXIV. 

I am richt glaid thow art worthin fa wicht, 
Lang eir me thocht yoW had nouther force nor4iiicht| 
Curage poc^ill for to haue^reiuit a^fla. 
Quhat aillit the to fell ? quod I, the ficht, 
0f yone goddis grim fyrie vifage bricht, 
Ouir-fet my wit and all my fperiets fwa^ 
I micht not Hand. Bot was that fuith? Ya, ya« 

* thcr. 
- K * Than 
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Thaa faid the nymphe richt inerilie and leucb. 
Now I confider thy mad * hart weiLI aneucb* 

LXXV. 

N I will na mair, quod fcho, the thus aflky^ 
With fie plefanpe as may thy fpreitis affray : 
Yet fall thow fc furely, fen thow art heir. 
My Ladyis court in thair gudlie array; 
For to behald thair mirth cum on thy way. 
Than hand in hand fwyith went we forth in £eir| 
At a poileme towart the fair herbier« 
In that paflage full fail at her I franit^ 
Quhat folk thay war withia that hall remanit, 

LXXVI. 
Yone was, faid fcho, quha fa the richt difcriueg^ 
Maifl valyeand folk and verteuou^ in tbau- liues. 
Now in the court of Honour thay remain, 
Verteouflie, and in all plefance thriues. 
For thay with fpeir, widi fwordis^ and with, l^uutfi 
In jufl batteil war fuodin maift of mane : 
In thair promittis thay ilude euer firme and plane: 
In thame aboundit worfthip and lawtie : 
Illuminate with liberallitie. 

LXXVII. 
Honour, qnod fcho, to this heuenlie Ruig^ 
Differs richt far fra warldlie gouemtng, 
Quhilk is bot pompe of eirdlie dignitie, 
Giuen for eflait of bludcj micht.or fie thing: 

♦ mait. 

And 
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And in this countric Prince, Frelate, or King, 
AUanarlie fall for verteW h^tlOurit be. 
For eirdlie gloir is tlocht hot vanitie, 
That as we fe fa fuddenlie will wend, 
Bot verteous honour neuer mair fall end. 
LXXVIII. 

Behald faid fcho, and fe this warldis gloir, 
Maifl inconflant, maift Hid, and ti^fitoir, ' 
Profperitic in eird is biit sT d^eme, 
Or like as man war fleppand oiiit- ane fcoir. 
Now is he law that was fa hie befoir. 
And he quhyluffl was feome pure of his deme. 
Now his efiait fchynis like the foneubeme. 
Baith up and doun^ h^lth to' and fra. We fe. 
This warld walteris, as dois the wallie fey. 
LXXIX. 

To papis, bifchoppitf, prelatis and primatis, 
Emperouris, ki Agis, prin ces , proteftatis , 
Deith fettis the terme and end of all thair hicht. 
Fra thay be gartie*, let fe quha on thame Waitis,^ 
Nathing remahis bot fame of thair eflaitis: 
And nocht elHs bot verteiious warkis richt 
Sail with thame wehd ; nouther thair pompe nor micht. 
Ay vertew ringfs in left and honour clcir, 
Remember than that vertew hes na pair. 
LXXX. 

For vertew is a thing fa pretious, 
Quhairof the ehd is fa delicious, ' 
The Wartd eatiiiot t confidder quhat it is. ^ 

* began. t ™^ °ot. 

K 3 It 
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It makis folk perfite and g)oriou$« 
It makis lan£li8 of pepill vitious, 
It caufis folic ay live in lefl^nd blis. 
It is the way tQ hie honour I wia. 
It dantis deith and euerie vice throw michf^ 
Without vertew iy on all eirldlie wicht. 
LXXXL 

Vcrtew*i8 cilc the pcrfitQ fickcr way. 
And nocht ellis, till le(iand honour ay^ 
For mony hes^fene vitious pepill uphyit, 
And efter foone thair glorie vanifchit away, 
Quhair of ^xamplis we fe this, euerie d9y : 
His eirdie pompe is gone quhen that he diet. 
Than is he with na eirdlie friend fuppleit, 
Saifand vertew: w«ill is him hes fie a feir I 
Now will I fchaw, quod fcho, what folk bene here, 
LXXXII. 

The ilrangefl Sampsoun is into yone haldj( 
The feirce ^pui^ant Hei^cules fa bald. 
The feirce Achill, and all the nobillis nyne, 
SciPio Affricane, Pompeius the aid, 
Uthcr mony-quhais namis befoir are tald, , ^ ^ 
"^ith thoufandis pna than I may heif defyne, 
And luflie lady is amid thay lordis fyne, 

SemIRAMIS, ThAMIR, HiPPOLITA, 

Penthessilea^ Medea, Zevosia. 
^ Li^XXIH, 
Of thy regioun yonder bene honourit part,j 
Jl^c kingis Grbgour^ Kenneth, and l^ingJ^o^jERXf 

t forfy 
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With uther ma that bc^ne hot heir reheirfit *. 
Wary it, quod fcho, ay be thy megir hart ! 
Thow fiild have fenc had thow biddin in yone airt, 
Quhat ^'iie yone heuenlie company conuerfit. 
Wa worth thy febill brane fa fone was perffit ! .. : 

Thow micht haue fene remanand quhair thow was, 
Ane huge pepill puneiil for thair trefpas, 
LXXXIV. 

Quhilkia be .wilfall manifeft arrogaace, 
Inuyous pride, pretendit ignorance. 
Foul doubilinefs and diiTait unamendit. 
Enforces tbame thair felfis to auance, ' "..'^ 

Be fle falflieid, but lawtie or confiance. 
With fubtelnefs and ilichtis now commendit ; 
Betraifand folk that netier to thame offendit. 
And upheis thamefelf throw fraudfull lippis, 
Thocbt God caus oft thair eirdlie gloir eclippis* 
.^ LXXXV*^ 

And noblis cummin of honourabill anceftrie^ 
Thair verteuous ncAilitie ftttis nocht by, *. 

For diftioneft unlefuU warldlie wayis. 
And throw carniptit couetous Inqy, 
Bot he that can be dowbill, nane is fet by, 
***^^*^^^''^«^ is wifdome ; lawtie, honour, away is* 
few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis, 
thair greit wrangis to reforme, but Iqt, 

judgement yone God was yonder fet# 

* This accoviQt of the porfons fccn in Honour's court is far toe 
ihort ; but the poet had foredalLed the names in defaibing other 
cpurts. 

K 4 Remanand 
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It makis folk perfite and ^oriou$. 
It makis lan£li8 of pepill vitious, 
It caufis folk ay live in lefl^nd blis» 
It 18 the way tQ hie honour I wia, 
It dantis deith and euerie vice throw michfi 
Without vcrtew iy on all eirldlie wicht. 
LXXXL 

Vertew*i8 cijc the pcrfitcj fickcr way, 
And nocht ellis, till leiknd honour ay^ 
For mony hesrfene vitious pepill uphyit, 
And efter foone thair glorie vanifchit away, 
Quhair of ^xamplis we fetbia. euerie deiy : 
His eirdie pompe is gone quhen that he diet. 
Than is he with na eirdlie friend fuppleit, 
Saifand vertew: w^ill is him hes fie a feir | 
Now will I fchawy quod fcho, what folk bene here, 
LXXXII. 

The ftrangeft Sampsoun is into yone haldj^ 
The feirce *puiflant Hei^cules fa bald. 
The feirce Achill, and all the nobillis nyne, 
SciPio Affricane, Pompeius thealdf . 
Uthcr mony-quhais namis befoir are tald, ,. ^ ^^ 
*^ith thoufandis pna than I may heir defyne» 
And luftie ladyis amid thay lordis fyne^ 

SeMIRAMIS, ThAMIR, HiPPOLITA, 

Penthessilea, Medea, Zevosia. 

Of thy regioun yonder bene honourit part,j 
Tl^c kingifi Grbgour^ Kenneth, and l^ing.I^0|5ER?T.f 

t forfy • 
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With uther ma that bc^ne hot heir reheirfit *. 
Wary it, quod fcho, ay be thy megir hart ! 
Thow fiild have fene had thow biddin in yone airt, 
Quhat wiie yone heuenlie company conuerfit. 
Wa worth thy febijl brane fa fone was perffit f 
Thow micht haue fene remanand quhair thow was, 
Ane huge pepill puneiil for thair trefpas, 
LXXXIV. 

Quhilkia be wilfttll manifeft arrogance, 
Inuyoqjs pride, pretendit ignorance. 
Foul doubilinefs and diiTait unamendit. 
Enforces thame thair felfis to auance, * /^ 

Be fie falflieid, but lawtie or confiance, 
With ftibtclncfs and flichiis now commendit ; 
Betraifand folk that netier to thame offendit. 
And upheis thamefelf throw fraudfull lippis, 
Thocbt God caus oft thair eirdlie gloir eciippis* 
' LXXXV*^ 

And noblis cummin of honourabill anceftrie, 
Thair verteuous ncAilitie ftttis nocht by, *. 

For diilioned unlefiill warldlie way is. 
And throw cprmptit couctous Inqy, 
Bot he that can be dowbill, nane is fet by, 
Diflait is wifdome ; lawtie, honour, away is* 
Richt few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis. 
And thair greit wrangis to reforme, but Iqt, 
In judgement yone God was yonder fet# 

* This acco^Qt of the porfons fccn in Hoaoiir's court is far toe 
Ihoit ; but the poet had foredalled the names in defaibing other 
cpurts. 

K 4 Remanand 
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It makis folk perfite and g)oriou$. 
It makis ian£li8 of pepill vitious, 
It caufis folic ay live in Icft^nd Wis, 
It is the way tQ hie honour I wia. 
It dantis deith and euerie vice throw michf^i 
Without vcrtew iy on all eirldlie wicht. 
LXXXL 

Vertew*i8 cilc the pcriitcj fickcr way, 
And nocht ellis, till le(iand honour ay« 
For mony hesfene vitious pepill uphyit, 
And efter foone thair glorie vanifchit away, 
Quhair of ^xamplis we fe tbia. euerie deiy : 
His eirdie pompe is gone quhen that he diet. 
Than is he with na eirdlie friend fuppleit, 
Saifand vertew: w^ill is him hes fie a feir | 
Now will I fchawy quod fcho, what folk bene here, 
LXXXII. 

The ilrangefl Saaipsoun is into yone hald« 
The feirce ^pui^ant Hei^cules fa bald. 
The feirce Achill, and all the nobillis nyne, 
Scipio Affricane, Pompeius the aid, . 
Uthcr mony -quhais namis befoir are tald, , ^ ^ ^ 
*^ith thoufandis pna than I may heif defyne. 
And luflie ladyis amid thay lordis fyne^ 
Semiramis, Thamir, Hippolita, 
Penthessilea, Medba» Zevosia* 
^ Li^XXIH. 

Of thy regioun yonder bene honourit part, 
fl^c kingis Gr£gour, Kenneth, apd i^ingi^o^ER.Tf 

f forfy 
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With uther ma that bc^ne hot heir reheirfit *. 
Wary it, quod fcho, ay be thy megir hart ! 
Thow fiild have fene had thow biddin in yone airt, 
Quhat ^'iie yone heuenlie company conuerfit. 
Wa worth thy febijl brane fa fone was perffit ! .. 

Thow micht haue fene remanand quhair thow was, 
Ane huge pepill puneiil for thair trefpas, 
LXXXIV. 

Quhilkis be wilfall manifeft arrogaace, 
Inuyoqjs pride, pretendit ignorance. 
Foul doubilinefs and diiTait unamendit. 
Enforces tbame thair felfis to auanccy ' /^ 

Be fie falflieid, but lawtie or confiance, 
With fubtelnefs and ilichtis now commendit ; 
Betraifand folk that netier to thame offenditf 
And upheis thamefelf throw fraudfull lippis^ 
Thocbt God caus oft thair eirdlie gloir eclippis* 
' LXXXVi 

And noblis cummin of honourabill anceftrie^ 
Thair verteuous ncAilitie ftttia nocht by, *. 

For diflioncft unlefull warldlie way is. 
And throw cprmptit couetous Inqy, 
Bot he that can be dowbill, nane is fet by, 
Diflait is wifdome ; lawtie, honour, away is* 
Richt few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis^ 
And thair greit wrangis to reforme, but Iqt, 
In judgement yone God was yonder fet» 

* This accoviQt of the porfons fccn in Honour's court is for toe 
Ihort ; but the poet had foreiialLed the names in defaibing other 
Cf>urts. 

K 4 Remanand 



154 THE P A L I C ^ 

It makis folk perfite and gjlorious. 
It makis fan£li8 of pepill vitious, 
It caufis folk ay live in lefl^nd blis» 
It is the way tQ hie honour I wis, 
It dantis deith and euerie vice throw michf]| 
Without vertew fy on all eirldlie wicht. 
LXXXL 
Vertew*i8 cijc the pcrfitcj fickcr way^ 
And nocht ellis, till le(hnd honour ay^ 
For mony hesrfene vitious pcpill uphyit, 
And efter foonc thair glorie vanifchit away, 
Quhair of ^xamplis we fe this, euerie d9y : 
His eirdie pompe is gone quhen that he diet. 
Than is he with na eirdlie friend fuppleit, 
Saifand vertew: w^ill is him hes fie a feir ! 
Now will I fchawy quod fcho, what folk bene here, 

LXXXII. 
The ilrangefl Sampsoun is into yone haldj( 
The feirce ^pui^ant Hei^cules fa bald. 
The feirce Achill, and all the nobillis nyne, 
SciPio Affricane, PoMPEius theald, . 
Uthcr monyjquhais namis befoir are tald, , ^ ^ 
*^ith thoufandis pna than I may heir defyne, 
And luilie lady is amid thay lord is fyneji 

SeMIRAMIS) ThAMIR, HiPPOLITA, 

Penthessilea, Medba» Zevosia. 
^ Li^XXm. 
Of thy regioun yonder bene honourit part, 
Jt^e kingis Gr£gour, Kenneth, apcl l^ing J^oi^eRtT.; 

tforfy 

Witli 
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With uther ma that bc^ne hot heir rehelrfit *. 
Waryit, quod fcho, ay be thy megir hart ! 
Thow fiild have fene had thow biddin in yone airt, 
Quhat wiie yone heiienlie company conuerfit. 
Wa worth thy febill brane fa fone was perfiit f .. L 

Thow micht haue fene remanand quhair thow was, 
Ane huge pepill puneiil for thair trefpas, 
LXXXIV. 

Quhiikis be wilfttll manifeft arrogance, 
Xnuyoujs pride, pretendtt ignorance. 
Foul doubilinefs and diiTait unamendit. 
Enforces thame thair felfis to auance, ' /^ 

Be fie falflieid, but lawtie or confiance, 
With fubtclncfs and flichiis now commendit ; 
Betraifand folk that neiier to thame offendit* 
And upheis thamefelf throw fraudfull lippis^ 
Thocbt God caus oft thair eirdlie gloir eciippis* 
. ' LXXXV* 

And noblis cummin of honourabill anceftrie, 
Thair verteuous ncAiUtie ftttis nocht by, *. 

For diilioned unlefull warldlie wayis. 
And throw cprmptit couetous Inqy, 
Bot he that can be dowbill, nane is fet by, 
Diflait is wifdome ; lawtie, honour, away is* 
Richt few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis^ 
And thair greit wrangis to reforme, but Iqt, 
In judgement yone God was yonder fet# 

* This account of the perfons fccn in Honour's court is far toe 
Ihort ; but the poet had foredalled the names in defaibing other 
cpurts. 

K 4 Remanand 
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It makis folk per^te and glorious. 
It makis lan£lis of pepill vitious, 
It caufis folk ay live in lefl^nd biiSf 
It 18 the way tQ hie honour I wia, 
It dantis deith and euerie vice throw michf]| 
Without vcrtew iy on all eirldlie wicht. 
LXXXI. 

Vcrtew*i8 eilc the perfite fickcr way^ 
And nocht ellis, till leiknd honour ay* 
For mony hes^fene vitious pepill uphyit, 
And efter foone thair glorie vanifchit away, 
Quhair of ^xamplis we fe tbia, euerie deiy : 
His birdie pompe is gone quhen that he diet. 
Than is he with ua eirdlie friend fuppleit, 
Saifand vertew: yr^M is him hes fie a feir ! 
Now will I fchaw, quod fcho, what folk bene here^ 
LXXXII. 

The ilrangefl Sampsoun is into yone haldj( 
The fcirce ^pui^ant Hei^cules fa bald. 
The feirce Achill, and all the nobillis nyne^ 
SciPio Affricane, Pompeius the aid, 
UthcT mony-quhais namis befoir are tald, ; i 
*^ith thoufandis pna than I may heir defync. 
And luilie ladyis amid thay lordis fyne, 
Semiramis, Thamir, Hippolita, 
Penthessilea, Medea, Zevosia. : 

Of thy regioun yonder bene honouritpartjj i 
Jl^c kingis Grbgour^ Kenneth, apcl l^ing I^ijf 

tiDrfy J 
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With uther ma that bc;^ne hot heir reheirfit *. 
Wary it, quod fcho, ay be thy megir hart ! 
Thow fuld have fenc had thow biddin in yone airt, 
Quhat ^iie yone heuenlie company conuerfit. 
Wa worth thy febill brane fa fone was perffit ! 
Thow micht haue fene remanand quhair thow was, 
Ane huge pepill puneiil for thair trefpas, 
LXXXIV. 

Quhiikis be wilfttll manifeft arrogaace, 
Jnuyoqs pride, pretendit ignorance. 
Foul doubilinefs and diiTait unamendit. 
Enforces thame thair fclfis to auance. 
Be fie falflieid, but lawtie or confiance, 
With fubtelnefs and ilichtis now commendit $ 
Betraifand folk that netier to thame ofiendit. 
And upheis thamefelf throw fraudfuU lippis^ 
Thocht God caus oft thair eirdlie gloir eciippis# 
/ LXXXV*^ 

And noblis cummin of honourabill anceftrie, 
Thair verteuous nobilitie ftttis nocht by, *. 

For dilhoned unlefull warldlie wa^is. 
And throw carmptit couctous Inqy, 
Bot he that can be dowbill, nane is fet by, 
Diflait is wifdome ; lawtie, honour, away is* 
Richt few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis^ 
And thair greit wrangis to reforme, but Iqt, 
In judgement yone God was yonder fet» 

* This accoviQt of the perfons fccn in HpiMmr*8 court is far toe 
Ihoit i but the poet had foredalled the n^mes : in defmbing other 
CfHirts. 

K 4 Remanand 
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Lxxxvr. 

Remanand yonder thow roicht haue hard beliue» 
Fronouncic the greit fentence definitiuey 
Tuitchand this^a^ioun and the dreidfull pane^ 
Execute on tranfgreflburs yit on line, 
Swa that thair malice fall aa mair prefcrlue. 
Madame, quod I, for Goddis iake turp ag^ig. 
My fpreit delyris to fe thair torment fane. 
Quod icho, richt now thair fall thow be rejoifit, 
Quhen ^how hes t^Qc the air and better appoi(itt 
LXXXVII. 

Bot firft thow fall confidder commodities. 
Of our garding, £cx full of kidie tries. 
All hie cypttia ♦>? fl: we; maift fragrant, 
Ouir ladyis yonder biflie as the beis. 
The fweit ^ureift 4ouris of rethories 
Gadderis full faft [and] mony gr^ne tender plant? 
And with all plefance pleuieiht is yone hant, 
Q^hair precious flanis on treis dois abound^ 
In fteid of frute chargit with peirles round* 
LXXXVilL . 

Unto that gudlie garth thus we proceid^ 
Quhilk with a large foufie f^r on breid, 
Inueronit war, quhair fifches war aqew ; 
All water foullis war fwcmand thajr gude fpeidf 
Alfe out of grow^nd treis thair faw I breid, 
Fowlis that hit\gand be thair nebbis grev^. 
Out^uir the (lank of mony diuers hew. 
Was laid ane tre ouir quhilk behouit us pafs, 
Bot I can not declair quhairof it was, 

My 
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LXXK«. 
My nymphe weftt oifir, charge^nd «ne fbOovr faft;' 
Hir till obey my.fprcitis wer agaft, 
Sa perrilous wsss the paifage till efpy. 
Away fcho went and fra ttmefcha was pail, .... 
Upon the brig I enterit at the lail, 
Bot fa my harnis tremblit befily, 1 

Qiihill I fell ouir, and bakh my feit (lade by 
Out ouir the heid into the flank adoiio, 
Quhair as me thocht I was in point to droun. 
XC. 
Quhat thrpw the birdi^ fang and this a&ay. 
Out of my fwoon I walkinit quhair I Idj, 
In the gard^ng quhair I fir St doun fell. ^ 
About I ble^, for richt clier was the day, 
Bot ail this luftie plefance was away. 
Me thocht that fair herbrie maift like hell. 
In till compair of this ye hard me tell. ^ 

Allace, allace, I thocht me than in pane. 
And langit fair fgr to haue fwounit agane* 
XCI. 
The birdis fang, nor yet the naerrie flourtg, 
Micht i^t ameis my greiuous greit dolouris. 
All eirdtie thing, me thocht barrane and vile* 
Tl^us I remanit into the garth two houris, 
Curfand the feildis with all the &ir colouris. 
That I a\yoke oft wariand the qnhile ; 
Alwifc my mynde was ^n the }uftie ile ; 
I purpoifet euer till haue duelt in that art, 
Pf rethorick colouris till haue found furo part. 

And 



< 
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xcn. 

And'toaift of all tnj cuiage was agreniti 
Becaus fa fone I of nay dreme efcheuit, 
^ot feand how thay wretchis war tormcDt, 
That honour nkaokit and hoaeftlie mifeheuit^ 
Glaidlie I wald amid this writ haue breuit, r 

Had I it fene bow thay wer flaneor fchent. 
Bot fra I faw all this weilfare was went, . 
Till make an end, fittand under a tree, 
In laud of Honour I wrait thir verfis thre. 
XCIII. 

O hie HoNOUit, fweit heuinlie flour digeft ! 
Gem verteuoifs^ maid precious, gudliefl» 
For hie renoun thou art guerdoWn conding. 
Of worfchip ^eQd the glorious end and red, 
But quhome * in richt na worthie wicht may left. 
Thy greit puilTance may maiil auance all thing, 
And p6uerall to meikaU auaill'fonc bring. /J^ 

1 the require icn thow but peir ait beft, v 

That eftcr this in thy hie bliswe ring, ff 

XCIV. f 

Of grape thy face in euerie phice fa fchynw, ^ 

That fwei^ all fpreit beith beid and feit inclynis, f 
Thy gloir afoir for till imploir remeid. :] 

He docht richt nocht quhilk out of thocht the tynitf 
Thy name bot blame and royal fame diuine is, ^ 
Thow port at fchort lof ^ ouif comfort and reid, i 
Till bring all thing tilLglaiding efter deid, a 

r ' ' : .! 

♦ quhan. I 
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All wicht but ficht of thy greit micht ay crinisy 
O fchene I mene nane may fuflene thy feid. 

xcv. 

Haill rois maift chois till clois thy fois greit mich^ 
Haill flone quhilk fchone upon the throne of licht, 
Vertew quhais trew fweit dew ouir threw all vicc^ 
Wa? ay ilk day gar fay the way pf licht. 
Amend offend and fend our end ay richtj 
Thow ftanty or dant, as fant of grant maift wife» 
Till be fupplie and the hie gre of price, 
Delite the cite me quite of iite to dicht| 
For 1 apply fphortly to thy deuifci . : . : 



...I »iin,«* 
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mnd lOuftif l^riftce } ah tt th$ Ftird^ ISfig •f 
Scottis, 



Trivmpons laud with pahne of vi^torie. 
The lawrct crownc of infinit glorie» 
Maid gracious Prince, ouir fouerain Jambs the feird^ 
Thy Majedie mot haue eternallici 
Supreme honour, renoun of cheualrie, 
Feiicitie perdurand in this eird, 
"With eternc blis in heiuin by fatal weird I 
Reflaue this rouflie rural rebaldrie, 
Laikand cunning, fra thy pure laige unleird. 

Quhilk in the ficht of thy magnificence, 
Confidand in ia greit beneuolence 
Proponis thus my vulgar ignorance 
Maift humbillie with dew obedience, 
Befeikand oft thy michtie excellence, 
Be grace to pardoun all (ic variance 
With fum beneing refpe<a of firm conflance 
Remittand my pretended negligence, 
Thow quhais micht may humble thing auancc. 
"'' 3 Breif 
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Breif breiyal* quhair of eloquence all quitCi 
With ruflet wcid and fentence imperfitc. 
Till cummin f plane, fe that thow not pretend thet 
Thy barrant termis, and thy vile indite 
Shall not be mine, I will not have the witc. 
For as for me I quit clame that I kend the ! 
Thow are bot flouth, thift louis, licht hot lite^ 
Not worth ane mite, pray ilk man to amend the ! 
Fair on with ilte and on this wife I end the. 

* bund. f cum in. 

FINIS. 

riNCIT TANDEM VERITAS |. 

X The London edition lias *; 

" Imprinted at London in Fleteftreete at the fypk of the Rgfe 
** garland^ by Wyllyam Coplande.'' (No datc^ but generally bomul 
with Douglafis Virgil 155 3O 
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B U K E I. 

OUH O that antique fiories reidis, 
Confidder may the famous deidis. 
Of our nobill progenitouris : 
Qphilk fuld to us be richt mirrouris, 
Thair verteous deidis to enfew : 
And vicious leving to eichei^. 
Sic men bene put in memorie 
That deith fuld not confound thair glorie* 
Howbeit tbair bodie bene abfent, 
Thair verteous deidis bene prefent ; to 

Poetis thair honour to avance 
Hes put thame in rememberance* 
Sum wryt of preclair conquerouris. 
And fum of vallyeand emperouris ; 

L 2 And 
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And fum ofnobiil michtie kingis, I j 

That royallie did reull their ringis. ' 

And fum of campiounisy and of knichtis 

That bauldlie did defend thair richtis ; 

Qyhilk vailyeandlie did (land in ftour^ 

For the defence of thair honour* 2% 

And fum of fquyeris donchtve deidil^ 

That Woufiderv wrocfat in weirlie wctdifi. 

Sum wfyt t)f deidn amoiDus s 

As Ch Aue«i& wrait of TtoiJLVts^ 

How that he luifit CRfiStroA; 2^ 

Of Jason and of Medea. 

With help of Cleo I intend, 

Sa MiNERVB wuld me fapience fend, 

Anc nobill fquycr to difcryfe, 

Qjahais douchtines during his lyfe, j» 

1 knaw myfelf, thairof I wrytc. 

And all his deidis I dar indyte e 

And fecreitis that I did not knaw. 

That nobill fquyer did me fchaw. 

Sa I intend the beil I can^ j,j 

Defcryye the deidis and the man: 

Quhais youth did occupie in lufe. 

Full plefantUe without reprufe. 

Quhilk did as monie douchtie deidis^ 

Asmonie ane, that men of reidis, 40 

Qiihilkis ppetis puttis in memorie. 

For the exalting of thair glorie: 

Qghairfoir I think^ fa God me faif» 

He fuld have place amangis the laif» 

That 
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TIsat his hie honour fuld not ftnure^ 45 

CODlidering quhat he ivA indtire* 
Oft times for his ladeia fake : 
I wait Sir Lancelot du lak^ 
Quhen he did lufc king AitTHtntis wyfe, 
Paucht never better with fword nor krqrfc Ji 

For his ladie in no batteH, 
Hor had not half fo juft qiierretf. 
The vcritie quha M (feclatri 
His lufe was ane^adulterair, 

And durft not cum into his ficht, Si 

Bot lyke ane houlet on the nicKt: 
With this £i^uyer it dude not iof 
His ladie luifit him arid no mo: 
Hufbandy nor lemoian had feho nonCf 
And fo he had his lufe alone* So 

I think it is no hap^y tyfe» 
Ane man to jaip his maifleris wyfe : 
As 4id Lan^e<lotb, this I condudie, 
iOf lie amour culd cum na gude* 

Now to my purpois will! pas, #5 

And (haw yow how the fijuyer was t 
Ane gentilman of Scotland borne, 
So was his father him befome : 
Of nobikies lineaUiedifcen£t, 
QuhRkt thair gude fame hei ever defendil. ^o 

Gude WiLUAME Meldrum he was namit, 
Quhllk in his honour was never de£imit« - 
Stalwart and flout in everie ilryfe, 
4q4 boi::ne within the fchyre of Ijjift0 

hi Tp 
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Richt craftelie wi^h gold and $lk* 
Than faid the ladie quhyte as milk, 
** Except my iark no thin^I crave, 
*^ Let thame go henc^ with all the laye." rjp 

Qyod thay to hir, << Be Sana Fh^lave^ 
•• Of this yc get nathing agane/' 
Than laid the fquyer courtellic 
•* Gude freindis I pray yow hartfullic, ' 

•* Gif yc be worthie men of weir, ijij 

** Refloir to hir againc hir geir» 
** Or be greit God that all hc$ wrocht,^ 
•^ That fpuilyie lal be full deir bochi,** 
Quod thay to him, •* Wc the defy ;'* 
And drew thair fwqrdis haiftely : I4p 

And flraik at him with fa greic ire« 
That from his hames flew thjt fyrc 
With duntis fa darflie on him dang. 
That he was never in fie ane thrang* 
Bot he him manfaUie defendit, I4j^ 

And with anc bolt on thame he bendit. 
And hat the ane upon the heid. 
That to the ground he fell down deid : 
For to the teith he did him cleif ; 
Lat him ly thair with ane mifcheif I i jq 

Than with the uther hand for hand. 
He beit him with his birneift brand: 
The uther was baith ftout ^nd firangi 
Apd on the fquyer darfiie dang« 
And than the fquyer wrocht g^eit wonder 155 

Ay till his ^ord did Ihaik in funder ; 

Than 
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Than drew he furth aoe Qiarp dagak^ ' 
And did him cleik be the coll<ur^ 
And evin in at the collerbaney 

At the firft flraik he hes hin^ ilane : l6» 

He founderit fordvvard to the ground* 
If it was the fquyer haiU and found; 
For quhy he was fa weijl enarmit. 
He did efcaip fra thame wnharmit. 

And quhen he law thay wer baith flanCi^ 165 

He to that ladie paft agane : 
Quhair fcho flude nakit on the bent^ 
And faid, " Tak your abulyement :'* 
And fcho him thankit full hun}illie» 
And put hir claithis on fpediHe* 17* 

Than kiffit he that ladie fair^ 
Aad tuik his leif at hir but mair: 
Be that the taburne and trumpet blew 
And everie man to (hipburd drew* 

That ladie was dolent in hajpt, tj^ 

From tyme fcho law he would depart. 
That hir relevit from hir harmes : 
And hint the fquyer in hir armes : 
And faid» ** Will ye byde in this land^ 
<f I fall yow tak to my huiband : l8c^ 

•* Thocht I be caffin now in cair, 
<« I am (quod fcho) my fathcris mr, 
** The quhilk may fpend of pennies rouodi 
f! Of yeirlie rent are thowfand pound**' 

With 
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With that hartlie fcbo did him kis, iSj 

•• Ar ye (quod fcho) content of this ?" 

" Of that (quod he) I wald be fane, 

*^ Gif I micht in this realme remanc. 

•* Bot I mon firft pas into Fiance^ 

** Sa quhen I cum agane perchance, 190 - 

** And efter that the peice be maid, 

" To marie yow, I will be glaid. 

M Fair wcill» I may no langer tarie ; 

** I pray God keip yow, and fwcit fand Marie*** 

Than gaif fcho him aive lufe taking, 19J 

Ane riche rubie fet in ane ring. 
•* I am (quod fcho) at your command, 
•« With jow to pas into Scotland^ 
** I thank* yow hartfullie (quod he) 
** Year ovir young to faill the fee, ' 20c 

•* And fpeciallie with men of weir." 
** Of that (quod fcho) tak ye na feir: 
** I fall me cleith in mennis clais, 
** And ga with yow quhair ev-ir ye pleis : 
*' Suld I pot lufe him paramour, • joj 

" That faifit my lyfe and my honour ?" 
** Ladie, I fay y©w in certane, ^ * » - 4 

** iYe fall have lufe for lufe agane, ' j f 

•* Trewlie unto my lyfis end. 
•* Fairwcill, to God I yow coituViend,** 

With that into his boit he paft. 
And to the fliip be ^o^>it U^» 
4 
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Thay weyit their ankeris, and maid faill, 

This navie with the admirall, 

And hndit in h2Lu\d Brytane, 21 j 

This admirall was Erjlb of Ar^lane, 

Quhilk was baith wyfe and vailyeand, 

Of the biude royall of Scotland: 

Acconnpanyit with monie ^ne knicht, 

Quhilk wer richt worthie men and wicht. aiO 

Among the laif, this young fquyar, 
Was with him richt familiar : 
And throw his verteous diligence, 
Of that lord he gat fic credence : 
That (juhen he did his cpurage Jc^n, ^jj 

Gaif him cure of fyyQ hundreth mea : 
Quhilkis wer to him obedient, 
Keddie at his commandement. 

Jt wer to lang for to declair. 
The douchtie deidis that he did thair: 230 

Becaus he was fa courageous, 
Ladies of him wer amorous. 
He was ane munyeoun for ane dame, 
Meik in chalmer lyk ane lame, 

Bot in the feild ane campioun, 2xz 

Rampand lyke ane wyld lyoun ; 
Weill pradikit with fpeir and fcheild ; 
And with the formeft iij the feild. 
No chiftane was amangis thame all. 
In expends mair liberall. 240 

Ver. 216. He commAndeU Che laad-ibrces. 

Ill 
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In cvcrillc play he wan the pryfc : 
With that he was yerteous and wyie. 
And fo becaus he was weill prnifity 
With everie man he was weill luifit^ 



H ARY the a«cht king of Inghnd^ ^4; 

That tyme at CaUis wes lyaqds 
With his triumphant ordinance, 
JMakand weir on the realme of Frm^t^ 
The king of France his greit armie 
Lay neir hand by in Picariie ; ^50 

C^hair aither uther did afTaili. 
Howbeit thair was na fet battaill : 
Bot thair wes daylie Jkirmifhing, 
Qyhair men of armis brak monie fting. 

Quhcn to the fquyer Melprum i^JJ 

Wer tauld their novcllis all and fijioi: -^ 

He thocht he wald vefie the w^ris. 
And waillit furth ane h^ndreth ipeiris ; 
And fiitemen quhilk wer bauld and flout. 
The maid worthie of all his roijt. 269 

Quhen he come to the king of Francfp 
He wes fone put in ordinance: 
Richt fo was all his companie. 
That on him waitit continuallie. 
Thair was into the Jnilis oifl:, a6( 

jtAe campioun that blew greit boift: 
He was ane flout man and ane ftrang» 
iQjihilk oift wald with hii conduA gang, 

7 Oi^tbrow 
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Outthrow the grci t armie of FtsoHce^ 

His valiantnes for to «iva<ice : ii;9 

And maimer Talbart was hit nanie. 

Of Scottis and Frencbe quhilk fpak di£iaife. 

And on his bonnet ufit to beir^ 

Of iilver fine, takinnis of weir* 

Aod proclamatiounis he gart mak, 1175 

"Hiat he wald for his ladies kik, 

With any gentilman of Ffww, 

To fecht with him with fpeir or laoce* 

Bot no f uncle man in ail that landi 

With him durd battell htoci for hatid, ^te 

Than lyke ane weiriour vaily^and. 

He enterit in the Bcotti} band : 

And quhen the fqiiyer Mfi^Dauw, 

Hard tell, this campioun wes cura» 

Rkht haiilelie he pad him till^ z%^ 

Demanding him quhat waa his will : 

*' Forfuith I can find none (quod he) 

** On hors, nor fute, dar fecht with me.'* 

Than faid he, * * It wer grcit fchame, 

♦' Without battell ye fuld pafs hame. Mt) 

♦* Thairfbir to God I make ane vow^ 

** The mornc my felf fall fecht with yow. 

*< Outher on horfback or on fute» 

^^ Your crakkis I count thame not ane cute* 

^< I fall be fund into the feild, 29; 

•* Armit on hors with fpeir and fcheild." 

liaifter Talbart faid, ** My gude chyld, 

•* It wer jnaiil'lyk that thow wcr wyld ; 

" Thow 
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«« Thow ar to young and hes no micht, 

«• To fecht with me that is fo wicht. gcx 

** To fpeik to me thotv fuW have fcir, 

•* For I have fik praftik in wcir'^ 

*• That I wald not eflfeirit be, 

** To mak dcbait aganis fie thfe i 

•* For I have ft and in monie flour, i^^ 

•* And ay defendit my honour. 

** Thairfoir, my barne, I counfell the^ 

** Sic interpryfis to let be.** 

Than faid this fquyer to the knicht, 
•* 1 grant ye ar b^ith greit and wicht 3 31^^ 

** Young David was far les than I, 
** Qnhen with Golias manfuUie, 
*• Withouttin outher fpeir or fcheild, 
•* He faucht ; and ilevv him in the feild. 
" I traift that God fal be my gyde, 3^$ 5 

•' And give me grace to ilanch thy pryde : 
«* Thocht thow be greit like Gowmakmorne 
** Traift weiH I fall yow meit the mornc : 
** Befide MontruiU upon the grene, 
*' Befoir ten hoiiris I fal be fene. 320^ 

** And gif ye wyn me in the feild, 
" Baith hors and geir I fall yow yeild : 
** Sa that ficlyke ye do to me.'* 
** That I fall do be god (quod he) 
*• And thairto I give the my hand.*' ^zg 

And fvva betwene theme maid an band, 
That thay fuld meit upon the morne. 
Bot Talbart maid at him bot fcorne ; 

Lycht1}'and 
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Lychtlyand him with wordis of pr}*de| 

Syne hamewart to his oift culd ryde* ^30 

And (htw the brethren of his land. 

How ane young Scot had tane on hand. 

To fecht with him befide Mmtruill; 

«( Bot I traifl he fall pnife the fuill. 

Quod thay, ** The morne that fall we ken, 35 J 

** The Stoitis ar haldin bardie men*'* 

Quod he, *' I compt thame not ane cate, 

*' He fall returne upon his fute i 

•* And leif with ttie his armour bricht, 

•* For Weill I wait he has no micht, J4.0 

•* On hors nor fute, to fecht with me.*' 

Quod thay, ** The morne that fall we feJ* 

Quhan to Monfour de Oberie 
Reponit was the veritic. 

How that the fquyer had tane on hand, 34^ 

To fecht with Talbart hand for hand. 
His greit courage he did commend, 
Sine haiflelie did for him fend. 
And quhen he come befoir the lord, 
The veritie he did record. jjo 

How for the honour of Scotland^ 
That battell he had tane on hand, 
*« And fen it givis me in my hart, 
•* Get I ane hors to tak my part, 
" My traift is fa in Goddis grace, 355 

" To leif him lyand in the place. 



Ver. 343. D'Anbigny. 
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•• Howbelt he ftalwan be and ftont, 
•* My lord of him 1 havij na dout." 

Than fend the lord out throw the land, 
And gat anc hundnsth hor^ fra hand 2 360 

To his prefence he brocht in haiil. 
And bad the fquyer thek him the btft* 
Of that the fqnyer was^ rejoifit, 
And cheidt the befl afs be fuf^flt : 
And lap on him d«lyverlie ; 36 j 

Was never hors ran mair plefantlie, 
With fpeir and fword at his comimnd^ 
And was the bed of aii the ktid. 

He tuik his leif and went to reft ; 
Syne airlie in the morne him drell, 370 

Wantonlie in his weirlylte weid, 
AU welU enarmit, faif the heid : 
He lap upon his curfour wicht. 
And flraucht him in his (lirfoppis ritht^ 
His fpeir and fcheild and helme wes bornii 37; 

With fquyeris that raid him beforne : 
Ane velvot cap on heid he bair, 
AAe quaif of gold to heiid his hair. 

This lord of him tuik fa greit joy, 
That he himfelf wald him convoy : . 38^ 

With him ane hundreth men of armes^ 
That thair fuld no man do him harmcs. 
The fquyer buir into his icheiJL^J^ 
Ane otter in ane filver feild. 

His hors was bairdit full richelie, 38S 

Coverit with iatyne cramefie. 

, X Than 
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Than forward raid this Campioun, 

With found of trumpet and clarioun, 

And fpedilie fpurrit ovir the bent, 

Lyke Mars the God Armipotent* 3^0 

Thus leif we rydand our fquyar, 
And fpeik of Maifter Taleart noair: 
Quhilk gat up airlie in the morrow. 
And no manner of geir to borrow : 
Hors, harnes, fpeir, nor (heild, 59^ 

Eot was ay reddie for the feild ; 
And had fie pratf^ik into weir» 
Of our fquyer he tuik na feir. 
And faid unto his companyeoun, 

Or he come furth of his pavilycoun, 400 

•* This nicht I faw into my dreame» 
'* Quhilk to reheirs I think greit ihame : 
•* Me ihocht I faw cum fra the fee, 
•* Ane greit otter rydand to me, 

*' The quhilk was blak, with ane lang tail], 40J 

•* And cruellie did me affaill; 
•* And bait me till he gart me bleid, 
** And drew me backwart fra my fleid. 
** Quhat this fuld mene I cannot fay, 
•* Bot I was never in fie ane fray.'' 410 

His fellow faid, " Think ye not fchame, 
** For to gif credence till ane dreame f 
** Ye knaw it is aganis our faith ; 
** Thairfoir go dres yow in your graith, 
** And think weill throw your hie couragC| 415 

•*This day ye fell wyn vaffalage.'* 
Vol. I. M Then 
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Then dreft he him into his geir^ 
Wantounlie like ane man of weir, 
Quhilk had baith hardines and fort^ 
And lichtlielap upon his hors, 420 

His hors was bairdic full bravelie. 
And coverit was richt courtfullie 
With browderit wark, and velvot grene. 
Sanft George's croce thair micht be fene 
On horsi barnes, and all his geir. 4tj 

Than raid he furth withouttin weir. 
Convoy It with his capitane, 
And with monie ane Ingli/maftf 
Array it all with armes bricht, 
Micht no man fee ane fairer ficht* 

Than clariounis and tnimpettis blew ; 
And weiriouris monie hither drew : 
On everie fide cpme monie man. 
To behald quha the battell wan : 
The feild was in the medow grene, 4jj 

Quhair everie man micht weel be fene. 
The heraldis put tham fa in ordoar. 
That no man paft within the bordour ; 
Nor preiffit to cum wirhin the grene, 
Bdt heraldis and the campiounis kene. 440 

The ordpur and the circumflance 
Wer lang to put in remembrance. 

Quhen thir twa nobilmen of weir, 
Wer Weill accownterit in their geir. 
And in thair handis flrang burdonnis; ^ 44^ 

Than trumpotis blew and clariounii : 

And 
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And heraldls cryit hie on hiche, 
*' Now let thame go ! God fhavv the richt!** 

Than fpediliethay fporrit thair hors, 
And ran to uthcr with fie fors, 4J0 

That baith thair fpeiris in findric flaw ; 
Then faid they all that flude on raw ; 
**Ane better corns, than they twa ran> 
•• Was not fenc fen the warld besan. 

Than baith the parties wer rejoiiit, 45 j 

The campiounis ane quhyle repoifit ; * 

Till they had gottin fpeiris new» 
Than with triumph the trampettis blew : 
And they with all the force thay can 
Wounder rudelie at either ran : 460 

And ftraik at uther with fa greit ire, 
That fra thair harnes flew the fyre. 
Thair fpeiris war fa teuch and ftrang. 
That aither uther to eirth doan dang. 
Baith hors and man, with fpeir and fcheild, 465 

Than flatlingis lay into the field. 
Than maifter Talbart was efchamit, 
«* Forfuith for ever I am defamit !** 
And faid this, " I had rather die, 
** Without that I revengit be." 470 

Our young fquyer, fie was his hap. 
Was firft on fate ; and on he lap 
Upon his hors without fu|3port : 
Of that the Scon is tuke gudc comfort, 
Quhen thay faw him (a feirelie 475 

Loup on his hors fa galyeardlie. 

M r Th# 
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The fquycr liftit his vilalr, •. 

Ane lytill fpace to take the air* 

Thay bad him wryne, and he it drankf 

And humillie he did thaine thank. ^ 

Be that Talbart on hors mountit, 

And of our fquycr lytill countit. 

And cryir, << gif he durft undertake 

To run anis for his ladies faik. 

The fquyer anfwerit hie on hichr, 485; 

*« Ttfut fall I do be Marie bricht : 

** I am content all day to ryn, 

** Till ane of us the honour wyh.'^ 

Of that Talbart was weill content ; 
And ane greit fpier in hand he hent* 499 

The fquyer in his hand he thrang 
His fpeir, quhilk was baith greit and lang : 
With ane (harp heid of gruhdin fleill. 
Of quhilk he was appkifit weilL 
That plefand feild was lang and braid, 45^^ 

Quhair gay ordour and rownie was maid : 
And everie man micht have gude ficht. 
And thair was monie weirlyke knicht* 
Sum man of everie natioun. 

Was in that congregation n« {00 

Than trumpettis blew triumphantlie. 
And thay twa campiounis egeirlie : 
Thay fpnrrit thair hors with fpier on breid 
Pertlie to preif thair pith thay prieU : 
That round rinkroume wes at utterance. 50J 

Bot Talbart 1 8 hors with ace mischance 

3 He: 
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He utterit, and to ryn was laith ; 
Quhalrof Talbart was wonder wraith. 
The fquyer furth his rink he ran, 
Commendit weill with everie man« 5 1 • 

And him difchargeit of his fpeir, 
Honeftlie lyke ane man of weir. 
Becaus that rink they ran ih vane. 
Than Talbart wald not ryn aganc, 
Till he had gotiin ane better fleid; ji^ 

Quhilk was brocht to him with gude ipeid. 
Quhairon he lap, and tuik his ipeir. 
As brym as he had bene ane beir. 
And bowtit fordward with ane bend| 
And ran on to the rinkis end, ^ 20 

And faw his hors was at command ; 
Than wes he blyilh, I nnderftand, 
Traifland na mair to Tyn in vane, 
Than all the trumpettis blew agane. 

Be that with all the force they can, 52}. 

Thay richt ruddie at uther ran. 
Of that meiting ilk man thocht wounder, 
Quhilk foundit lyke ane crak of thunder. 
And nane of thalne thair marrow mid. 
Sit Talbartis fpeir in funder briil. jjo 

Bot the fquyer with hb burdoun, 
Sir Talbart to the eirth dang doun. 
That ftraik was with iic micht and fors. 
That on the ground lay man and hors. 
And throw the brydell hand him bair» 535 

And in the breift ane fpan and mair. 

M 3 Throw 
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Throw curras, and throw gltdfis of plai^ 

That Talbart m'lcht mak na debait. 

The trcnchcour of the fquycris fpeir, 

Stak ftill into Sir Talbartis geir. j[40 

Than everie man into that (leid 
Did all beleve that he was deid* 
The fquyer lap richc haiftelie, 
Fiom his curfour deliverlie. 

And to Sir Talbart maid fupporr, 545 

And humillie did him conxforr. 
Quhen Talbart faw into his fche'ld, 

Ane otter in ane filver feild* 

** This race (faid he) I may fair rew, 

" For I fee weill my dreame wes trew, jjo 

*' Me thocht yore ot:er gart me bleid, 

*• And buir me backwart from my fteid. 

*' Bot heir I vow to God foyerane, 

«* That I fall never ]uft agane,'* 

And fweitlie 10 the fquyer faid,- J55 

^^ Thow knawis the cunning that we msidf. 

*« Quhilk of us twa fuld tyne the feild, 

*' He fuld baith hors and armoar y^ild, 

** Till him that wan : quhairfoir I wiP, 

** My hors and harnes gevc the till." 560 

Then faid the fquyer courtQoufUe, 

*' Brother, I thank yow hartfuUie* 

** Of yow forfuich nathing I crave, 

*' For I have gottin that I wald hav^* 

With everie man he was commeadir, 565 

Sa vailyeandlie he him defendiu 

Thf 
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The capitane of the JngUs band 
Take the young fquycr be the hand; 
And led him to the pailyeouD, 

And gart him male collatioun* 5^0 

Quhen Talbartis woundis wes buB.d up faft, 
The Jftglh capitane to him pad : 
And prudentlie did him comfort. 
Syne faid, «* Brothery I yow exhort 
** To tak the fquyer be the hand/* 57 j 

And fa he did at his command ; 
And faid, ** This bene but chance of arnaes ;" 
With that he braiiit him in his armes. 
Sayand, •« Hartlie I yow forgeve,'* 
And then the fquyer tuik his leve; 5 So 

Commendit weill with everie roan. 
Tiian wichdie on his hors he wan : 
With monie ane nobill man convoyit* 
Leve weihair Talbart fair annoy it. 
Sum fay is of that difcomfitour, 585 

He thocht iic fchame and difhonour : 
That fie departit of that land. 
And never wes fene into Ingland. 
Bot our fquyer did ftill remane 
Efier the weir, quhil peice was tane. 590 

All capitanes of the kingis gairdis 
Gaif to the fquyer rich rew^rdis.* 
Becaus he had fa weill debaitit. 
With everie nobill he wes weill traitit. 

Ver. 590. The treaty was concluded on the T5th of September 
1 5 14. 
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Efter the weir he tuke licence, J95 

Syne did returne with diligence. 

From Pycardie to Ntrmandie^ 

And thair ane fpace remanit he. 

Becaus the navie til Scotland^ 

Wes ftill upon the coaft lyand. Coe 

Quhen he ane quhyle had fojornlr. 
He to the court of France returnit : 
For to decore his vaiTalage, 
From Bartawfe tuke his veyage : 

With aucht fcoir in his companie doi^ 

Of waillit wicht men, and hardie ; 
Enarmit weill lyke men of weir, 
With hakbut, culvering, pik, and fpeir. 
And paflit up throw NcrmanJie^ 

Till Amhianci in Pycardie \ k\% 

QuhaJr nobil Lowes the king of Franct 
Was lyand with his ordinance : 
With monie ane prince and worthie man. 
And in the court of Frana wes than 
Ane mervellous congregatioun, 6r^ 

Of monie ane divers natioun, 
Of Ingland monie ane prudent lord, 
Efter the weir roakand record. 

Thair wes than ane ambalTadour, 
Ane lord, ane man of greit honour : 
With him was monie nobill knicht ki% 

Of Scotland to defend thair richt : 
Q^hilk guydit thame fa honeftlie, 
Jnglismen had thame at invie* 

Aad 
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And parpofit to mak thame cummer, 62^ 

Bccaus they wer of greiter number. 
And fa quhairerer thay with thame met, 
Upon the Scotth thay maid onfct. 
And lyke wyld lyounis furious, 

They layd ane feige about the hous, 630 

Thame to deftroy, fa thay intendir. 
Our worthie ^r^///i thame weill defendit. 
The Sutberoun wes ay fywe (or ane, 
Sa on ilk fyde thair wes men flane« 
The Ifjglismen grew in greit ire, ^35 

Andcryit, ** Swyithfet the houfe in fyrc." 

Be that the fquyer Mbldrum 

Into the market flreit wes cum. 

With his folk Is in gude array. 

And faw the toun wes in ane fray. 640 

He did inquyre the occafioun ; 

(Quod ihay), ** The Scottis ar all put doun 

*• Be IngUsmen into their innis." 

(Quod he), " I wald give all the Bynnis^ 

** That I micht cum or thay departit,'* 645 

With that he grew fa cruell hariir, 

That he was like ane wild lyoun. 

And rudelie ran outthrow the toun, 

With all his companie weill arrayir, 

And with baner full braid difplayit. 650 

And quhen they faw the InglistoxxU 

Thay fet upon them wiiji ane fchout : 

With reird fa rudely on them rufchjt, 

4rhat fiftie to the earth thay dufchit. 

Thair 
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Thair was nocht ellis but tal^and Gay* 65 j 

This fquyer wounder did that day; 

And^floutlie (loppit in the flour, 

And dang on thame with dintis dour. 

Wes never man buir better band ; 

Thair micht na buckler byde his brand ; t6o 

For it was weill fevin quarter ]ang» 

With that fa derfiie on thame dang, 

That lyke ane wortbie campioun, 

Ay at ane flraik he dang ane doun. 

Sum was evil hurt, and fum wes (lane, 66j 

Sam fell, quhilk rais not yit agane. 

Quhen that the Sutberoun faw his micht» 

Effrayitlie thay tuke their flicht. 

And will not quhair to flie for haifl, 

Thus throw the toun he hes thame chalii:. 673 

Wer not Frtncbmen come to the redding, 

Thair had bene mekill mair blude (hedding* 

Of this journey I mak ane end, 
Quhilk everie nobill did commend. 
Quhen to the king the cace wes knawiu, 67 J 

And all the fuith unto him ihawin ; 
How this fquyer fa manfullie. 
On Suthcroun wan the vidorie. 
He put him into ordinance, 

And fa he did remane in France 680 

Ane: ccrtane tyme for his plefour, 
Weill eilemit in greit honour. 



Vcr. 661. All ell three quartci-s* 
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Quhair he did monie aoe nobill deid. 
With that, rich, wantoun in his weid, 
Quhen ladies knew his hie courage, 685 

He was defyrii. in mariage 
Be ane lady of greit rent ; 
Bot youth maid him fa. infolent, 
That he in France wald not remane, 
Bot come to Scotland hame agane. 69a 

Thocht Fnncht ladies did for him murnt. 
The Scottis were glad of his retumc. 

At everie lord he tuke his leve, 
Bot his departing did them greive* 
For he was luifit with all wichtis, 69J 

Quhilk had him fene defend his richtis. 
Scottis capitanes did him convoy, 
Thocht his departing did thame noy. 
At Deip he maid him for the faill, 

' Quhair he furnifchit ane gay vefchaill, ^00 

For his felf and his men of weir. 
With artailyie, hakbur, bow, and fpeir.* 
And furneift hir with gude viduaill. 
With the bed wyne that he could waill. 

And quhain the fchip was reddie maid, 705 

He lay bot ane day in the raid. 
Quhill he gat wind of the Southeiff, 
Than thay thair ankeris weyit on baift ; 
And fyne maid faill, and fordwart pafl", 
Ane day at morne till at the lafl ^10 

Of ane greir faill thay gat ane licht ; 
And Ph/ebus fchcw his bcmis biichr^ 

lato 
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Into the morning richt airlie. 
Than pnft the Ikipper ricbt fpedellc, 
Up to the top with richt grcit fcir, ji^ 

And faw it wes ane man of weir. 
And cryit, ** I fee nocht elUs perdie, 
** Bot we men outher fecht or fle." 
The fquyer wes in his bed lyand, 
Quhen he hard tell this new tydand. 720 

Be this the f.9glr J artailye, 
Lyke hailfchot maid on tbame aflailye : 
And floppit throw thair fechting fail lis, 
And divers dang out over the waillis. 
The Sco/hj agane with all ihair michr, 72 J 

Of gunnis than thay leic fle aue flicht: 
That ihay micht weill fee quhair thay wair, 
Heidis and armes Hew in the air. 
The Scoiiis fchip fcho wes fa law, ^ 
That monie gunnis out over hir flaw, y^g 

Quhilk far beyond thame lichtit doun. 
Bot the Iftglts greit Galyeoun, 
Foment thame fludc, lyke ane flrang caftell, 
That the Scottis gunnis micht na way faill 
Bot hat hir ay on the richt fyde, 73 j 

With monie ane flop, for all hir pride, 
That monie ane bed weir on thair bakkis, 
Than rais the reik with uglie crakkis. 
Quhilk on the fey maid iic ane found. 
That in the air it did redound. /40 

That men micht weill wit on the land, 
That fliippis wer on the fey fechtand. 

Be 
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Be this thcgydcr flraik the (hippis, 
And ather on uther laid tbairclippis. 
And than began the ftrang battell, 745 

Ilk man his marrow did afTailU 
Sa rudelle thay did ru(h togidder. 
That nane michc hald thair felt for flidder* 
Sum with halbert, and fum with fpeir ; 
Bot hakbuttis did the greiteft deir ; 7^0 

Out of the top the grundin d irtis. 
Did divers psirs outthrow the hartis. 
Everie man did his diligence, 
Upon his fo to wirk vengeance. 

Rufchand on uther routtis rode, 7^5 

That ovir the waillis ran the blude. 
The IngUs capitane cryit hie, 
** Swyith yeild yow, doggis ! or ye fall die. 
•' And do ye not, I make ane vow, 
♦« That Scotland fal be quyte of yow." 760 

Than peirtlie anfwerit the fquyar. 
And faid, *' O tratour Tavernar ! 
•* I lat the wit, thow hes na micht, 
^* ^This day to put us to the flicht." 

Thay derflic ay at uther dang, ' 765 

The fquyer thriflit throw the thrang, 

And in the IngUs fchip he lap, 

And hat the captaine fie ane flap 

Upon his heid, till he fell doun, 

Wclterand intill ane deidlie fwoun. 770 

And quhen the Scottis faw the fquyer, 

Had flrikea doun that rank rever j 

They 
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They left thair awin fchip ilandand waid. 

And in the Inglis fchip in haift 

They followit all thair capitane; 775 

And Tone wes all the Soutbercvn flane* 

Howbeit thay wcr of greiter number. 

The Scottifmen put thame in fic cummer ; 

That thay wer fant- to lief the feild, 

Cryand mercie, than did thame yeild* 780 

Yit wes the fquyer ftraikand fall. 
At the capirane till at the lad ; 
Quhen he perfavit no remeid, 
Outher to yeild, or to be detd ; 

He faid, ** O gentill capitane, 78J 

** Thoill me not for to be ilanc. 
i* My lyfe to yow fal be roair pryfc, 
•• Nor fall my deith ane thowfand fy fc, 
•* For ye may get, as I fuppois, 

** Three thoufand nobillis of the rois 790 

•* Of me, and of my companie ; 

•* Thairfoir I cry yow loud mercie. 

** Except my lyfe, nothing I craif, 

•* Tak yow the fchip and all the laif. 

•* I yeild to yo;^ baith fword and knyfe, 70^ 

" Thairfoir, gude raailler, favc my lyfe." 
The fquyer tuik him be the hand, 

And on his feit he gart him (land ; 

And traittit him richt tenderly. 

And fyne unto his men did cry. too 

And gaif to thame richt flrait command. 

To ftraik no moir, bot hold their hand. 

Tfc«| 
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Than baith the capcanes ran and red. 

And fo thatr wes na mair blade fhed. 80$ 

Than all the laif thay did them yeiW, 

And to the Scott is gaif fword and (hield* 

Ane nobiil lelche the fquyer had, 
Quhairof the IngUsmen wes full glaid. 
To quhome the fquycr gaif command^ 
The woundit men to tak on band. 819 

And fo he did with diligence, 
Q^uhairof he gat gude recompence. 
Than when the woundit men wer drel^. 
And all the deand men coufefl:. 

And deid men cailin in the (ee, 81$ 

Quhiik to l^ehald was greit pitie ; 
Thair was flane of IngVn band, 
Fy ve fcoir of men I underfland. 
The quhiik wer cruell men and kene. 
And of the Scottu were flane fyftene. 820 

And quhen the Inglis capitane 
Saw, how his men wer tane and flane \ 
And how the Scottis fa few in number, 
Had put thame in fa greit ane cummer ; 
He grew intill ane frenefy, 8s^ 

Sayand, •* Fals Forcoun ! I the defy. 
•• For I belevit this day at morne, 
•• That he was not in Scotland borne, 
•* That durft have met me hand for hand, 
*• Within the boundis of my brand.'* 830 

The fquyer bad him mak gud cheir. 
And faid, it was bot chance of weir. 

« Greit 
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** Greit conquerouris, I yow aflure, 
•• Hes hapnii ficlike adventure. 
** Thairfoir male merrie, and go dyne, 
•• And let us prief the michtie wyce." 

Sum drank wyne, and fum drank aiI4 ; 
Syne put the Shippis under fallK 
And waillit furth of the IftgJis band, 
Twa huodreth men, anj put on lacd^ 
Quyeltlie on thecoid of Kent, 
The lalf in Scotland with him went. 

The Inglis capitaine as T ges. 
He wairdit him in the Blakncs^ 
And treitit him richt honeftlie, 
Togithir with his companie. 
And held thame in that garnifoun. 
Till thay had payit thair. ranfoun* 
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Meldrum's aventuris in Scotland. 



Vot. I* it Argument, 



Argument. 

TraveilanJ 19 Stnthcrn^ be lugis in am eqftel^ and Iwvh 
the UJit^^Tbair amour is'-^Anut her cafttl of tbi ladfs 
handtakiu hy Macfarlane, Meldrum^^/j it^ and 
fah Macfarlane ftifomour'-'Returms to tbe ladie^ 
quba beris tiil bim ane Jocbter-^Feid at^vein Mel drum 
and ane i^n/V^/— -Mel drum ajplit be tbe knicbt^ and 
nerelte affaffi^at^^jy k^ciz pttfnis tbe kmicbt and takis 
bim — Meldrum curit'^His ladie marryit till anntber-^ 
Meldrum vmdi fcberif deptiti of Fife, and dees agit. 
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OUT throw the land than fprang the fame 
That fquyer Meldrum was cum hamek 
Qot^en thay hard tell how he debaitit, 
With everie man he was fa treitit : 
That quhen he travellit throw the land^ S 

Thay bankettit him fra hand to hand^ 
With greit folace ; till at the laft, 
Out throw Straithirue the fquyer paft. 
And as it did approach the nicht* 
Of ane caftell he gat ane ficht, to 

Befide ane montane in ane vaill ; 
And than efter his greit travailli 
Hrpur]X)iiit him to repois, 
Quhair ilk man did of him rejois. 

Of this triumphant plefand place> ij 

Ane lufiie ladie wes maiilres* 
Quhais lord was deid fchort tyme befoir^ 
Qvihairthrow hir dolour wes the moir* 
Bot yit (cho tuke fum comforting. 
To heir the plefant dulce talking 20 

Ver. i6. Lady Oleneagles. Lindfay'sHiiloryof Scot)am!yp.ioo> 
Shft w» a daughter of LawCbn of Humbie, prqfoft of Edinbuixh. lb* 

N a Of 
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Of this young fquyer, of bis chance. 
And how it fortunit him in Frana. 
This fqyyer, and the ladie gent. 
Did wcfche, and then to fupper went. 
Daring that nicht thair was nocht ellis^ 2% 

Bdt for to heir of his novcHis. 
Eneas quhen be fled ftom Tray^ 
Did not qucne Dido gieiteir joy ; 
Quhcn he in Carthage did arryve^ 

And did the feige of Trfiy defcryve* y%^ 

The wonderis that he did reheirs 
Wi^r langfum for to put in vers, 
Ofqnhilk this ladie did rtjois. 
Thay drank, and fync went to repois* 

He fand his chahiier weill arrayit, . jj 

Wiih dornik work on buird difplayit. 

Of venifoun he had his waill, 

Gude aquavice, wyne and aill. 

With nobill confeittis, bran and geill ; 

Acid fwa the fquyer fuir richt weilU 40E, 

Sa to heir mair of his narratiouii. 

This ladie came to his collatioun. 

Say and he was richt welcum hame, 

" Grandmercie than,** (quod he) ** madame.** 

Tliay paft the time with cbes and tabiU, 45 

For he to everie game was abilU 

Than unto bed drew everie wichr, 

To chalmer went this ladie bricht ; 

The q^'hilk this fquyer did convoy ; 

Syne tiii his bed he wei^t with joy. 5# 

That 
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That nicht he flcipit never ane widk, 

Bot flill did on the ladie think $ 

Cup I DO, with hts fyerie dart, 

Did peirs him fo out throw the hart, 

S| ill that nicht he did bot murn it ; 5 J 

Sum tyme fat up, and fum tyme turnit* 

Sichand with moniegant and grane. 

To fair Venus makand his mane; 

Sayand, •* Ladie,. quhat may this mene? 

** I was ane fre manlait yiftrene: 60 

•' And now ane cafivc l)Ound and tiirall, 

** For ane that I think ftour of all. 

** I pray God, fen fcho knew my Bjynd, 

** How for hir faik I am fa pynd. 

•! Wald God I had bene yit in France^ 65 

** Or 1 had hapnit fie mifchancc : 

** To be fubjedl'or fcrvirore 

** Till ane, quhilk takis of me na cure* 
This la'die ludgit nelrhand by. 

And hard the fquyer prively " 70 

With dreidfull hart makand his monc. 

With monie cairfull gant and grone: 

Hir hart fulfiUit with pietie, 

Thocht fcho wald haif of him mercie: 

Awl faid, *' howbeir I fuld be (lane, 75 

** He fall have lufe for Jufe agane. 

*' Wald God I michi with my honouf, 

** Fiave him to be my paramour!'* 
This was the mirrie tyme of May; 

Quheii this fair ladie, frHhe and ^Ay^ ,80 

N } Start 
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Start np to take the hailfaa air, 

With pantonis on hir feit ane pair s 

Atrlie into ane deir morning, 

Befoir fair Phcebus uprifing. 

Kircill alone withootin clok ; S j 

And faw the fquyer's dure unlok. 

Scho flippit in or ever he wift, 

And fenyeitlie pad till ane kill. 

And with her keyis oppinnit the lokki^. 

And maid hir to take furth ane boxe. go 

Bot that was not hir erand thair; 
With that this luiiie young fquyar 
Saw this ladie (6 plefantliey 
Cum to his chalmer quyetlie. 

In kyrtill of fyne damais brown, g j 

Hir goldin traiilis hingand doun ; 
Hir pappis wer hard, round, and quhyte, 
Qubome to behald wes greit delyte. 
Lyke the quhyte lyllie wes hir lyre. 
Hir hair was like the reid gold wyre, xoo 

Hir fchankis quhyte withouttin Jiois, 
Quhalrat the Iquyer did rejois. 
And faid than, *• now vailye quod vailye, 
<• Upon the ladio thow mak ane failye.*' 

His courlyke kirtili was unlaiiV, xoj 

And fone into his armis hir braift. 
And faid to hir, ** Madame, gude-morae, 
** Help me your man, that is forlornc. 



Ver. loj. Her courtlike, MS. 1635. 
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•< Without ye mak me fom remeid, 
** WithoutCin dour» I am hot deid. zid 

V Qjuhairfoir ye mon relief my harmes.'* 
With that be hint hir in his armes^ 
And talk it with hir on the fiure; 
Syne quyetlie did bar the dure, 

" Squyer," (quodfcho), •« quhat is your will ? 115 
** Think ye my womanheid to fpill? 
•* Na, God forbid, it wer greit fyn, 
•* My lord and ye wes neir of kyn. 
** Quhairfoir I mak yow fupplicatiouni 
^* Fas, and feik ane difpenfarloun. 120 

** Than fall I wed yow with ane ring, 
** Than may ye luif at your lyking, 
** For ye ar young, luftie and fair ; 
•* And als ye are your fatheris air. 
** Thair is na ladle in all this landy 125 

** May yow refufe to hir huiband, 
** And gif ye lufe me as ye fay, 
** Haift to difpens the bell ye may; | 

" ** And thair to yow I geve my hand, 
•* I fall yow take to my hufband." 1 30 

(Quod he), •* Quhill that I may indurc, 
^** I vow to be your ferviture. 
•* Bot I think greit vexatioun, 
*' To urrie upon difpenfatioun.*' 

Than in his armis he did hir thrift, 13^ 

And aither uther fweitlie klft. 

Ver. 120. Becaufe h^ cleceaf(^d huiband was a near relation of 
Mddriun'6.*-Lindfay, ib. 
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With that hir kirtill wes unlaiiSt, 

Than Cupido wjth his fyrie dartis, 

Inflammit fa thir luiferis hai'tiSy ^A% 

Thay micbt na maner of way diffever ; 

Nor ane michc not part fra ane uther ; 

Bot like \vodbind thay wer'baith wrappjt* 

Thau tenderlie he h^s hir happit 

Full foftlie up intill his bed ; x^^ 

Judge ye gif he hir fchanl^is (lied, 

♦* Allace !" (quod fch'o) " quhat may thi^ mcne ?'* 

And with hir hair fcho dighlf hir ene, 

I can not tell how thay did play, 
3ot I beleve fcho faid oot nay.1 ;^q 

He pleifit hir fa, as I hard fane. 
That he was welcum ay agene. 
Scbo rais, and tenderlie him kift. 
And on hi»^ hand ane ripg fcho thrifi;* 
And he gaif hir ane lufe drowrie, 155 

Ane ring fet with ane riche rubie. 
In takin that their lufe for ever, 
3uld never from thir twa difftve^. 

And than fcho pailit unto hir chalmer, 
And fand hir madinnis fweit as lammer, ^163 

■ ■ -J r 

Sleipani fu'l found; and nothing will. 

How that thair ladie pa^ft to the kl(l. 

(Qujd thay) ^* Madame, quhair have ye bene?** 

(Quod fcho) ** Into my gardipe grene^ 

M To heir the mirrie birdis fang. x6^ 

H I lat you wit, I ihocht not lahg, 

6 '<Tha<?ht 



MEL D R U M. t8| 

** Thocht I had tar) it thair quhile none." 

(Quod thai) ** Quhair wes jrour hois and fchone? 

*• Quhy yeid ye with your bcllie bairr" 

fQuodfcho) ** The morning wcs fa fair, ijra 

^' For be him that deir Jefus fauld, 

** I felt na wayis ony manner of cauld," 

(Quod thayf «* Madame, me think ye fweit.'* 

(Quod fcho) " Ye fee I fufFerit heit. 

** The dew did fa on flouris fleir, xyj 

** That baiih my lymmis ar maid welt: 

** Thairfoir ane quhyle I will heir ly, 

** Till this dulce dew be fra me dry. 

*' Ryfe and gar mak our denntr reddic," 

f* That fal be done," (quod thay) *• my ladi^/' iSp 

Efter that fcho had tane hir rel>, 
Scho rais ; and in hir chalmer b:r dreft 5 
And eiter mes' to dernier went* 
Than was the fquyer diligent 

To declair moni? fmdrie florie, iStc 

\V^orthie to put in memorie. 

Qiihat fall we cf thir luferis fay ? 

Bot all this time of lullie May; 

They pad the lyme with joy and blis. 

Full quietlie with monie ane kis. igi» 

Th^ir was na creaturt; that kr.ew, 

Yit ot thir luferis chalmer glcw* 

And fa he levit plefandlie, 

Are certane time with l.is lad'e, 

Sym time with balking and hunting, lor 

Sum time with wantoun hors rinning* 

And 
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Aod Aim time like ane man of weir, 

Full gal} ardlie vvald ryn anc fpcir. 

He wan the pryfe above thame all, 

Baith at the buttis and the futeball* so« 

Tilleverie folacc he was abill. 

At canis, and dyce, at ches and tabUL 

And gif ye lift I faU yow tell, 

How that he feigit ane cadelL 

Anc mcffingcr come fpedjHc, joj 

From the Lennox to that ladie. 
And (chew how that Maksagon, 
And with him mony bauld baron, 
Hir caftell had tane pcrfors 

And nouther left hir kow nor hors. ii% 

And heiyic all that land about. 
Quhairof the ladie had greit dout, «• 

Till hir fquyer fcho paflit in haifl, 
And fchew him how fcho wes oppreft. 
And how he waidit monie ane myle, n^ 

Betuix Dunhartane and ArgyU. 

And quhen the fquyer Meldrum, 
Had hard thlr novelis all and fum : 
Intill his hart thair grew He ire, 

'^hat all his bodie brint in fyre. %%% 

And fwoire it fuld be full deir fald, 
Git he micht find him in that hald. 
He and hid men did them addres, 
Ricfht haidelie io thair harnes. 

Sum with bow, and fum with fpeirr 125 

And he like Mars the God of weir, 
Ver. J07. He is afterwards rcpeatttlly called Macfarlane. 

Come 
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Come to the ladie and tuke his leif ; 
And fcho gaif him hir richt hand gluif : 
The quhilk he on his bafnet bure. 
And faidy *^ Madame I yow afl!ure, 2^9 

•* Thacworthie Lancelot du Laik» 
*l. £)id never mair for his ladies faik, 
** Nor I fall do, or cllis de, 
*« Without that ye revengit be,*' 

Than in hir armes fcho him braif^, 2XC 

And he his leif did take in haift : 
And raid that day and all the nichr, 
Till 0^ the morne he gat ane iicht 
Of that caflell, baith fair and ilrang. 
Than in the middis his men amang : S40 

To michtle Mars his vow he maid. 
That he fuld never in hart be glatd. 
Nor yit returne furtkof that land, 
Quhill that ftrenth were at his command. 
All the tennentis of that ladie 
Come to the fquyer haiftelie, 
And maid aith of fidelitie, 
That they fuld never Jra him fixe. 

Quhen to MAk far land, wicht and bauld, 
The veritie all haiil wes tauid, 2^9 

How the young fquyer Meldrum, 
'Wes now into the cuntrie cum ; 
Purpoifand to fiege that place. 
Than vittallit he that fortres, 

V«r. %iZ. A common cuft«m of chivalry* 

An* 
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And Avoir he fold that place defend, • f^gf. 

Baaldlie untill his Jyfis end. 

Be this the fquyer wes arra) k, 

^iih his bancr bricht difplayit ; 

With ciilvering, l^akbuti bow and fpeir^ 

Of Makf ARLAND he take na feir. ^64' 

And like ane campioun courageous. 

He cryit and faid, ** Gif ovir the houfe! 

T['hf capltane anfwerjtheichly. 

And faid, '* Tratour we the defy. 

•* We fall remane thi^ hous wi hin, 26^ 

•* Into defpyte of all thy kyn.** 

With that the archeris bauld and wichr, 
Of -braid arrovvis let fleane flicht 
Amang the fcjuyetis com panic ; 

And thay agane richt.manfullie» fty# 

With hukbute, bow, and calveryne. 

Quhilk p,ut Majlfarlandis mctt to pyne* 

And on their colleris laid full fikke«* ; 

And thair began ane bail full bikker. 

Thair was hot fchot and fchot agane, «7^ 

Till on ilk fide thair wes men ilane. 
Than c^yit the fc^ayer courag<ou«^ 

f* Swyith lay the ledderis to the hous !'* 

And fa thay did, and clam belyfe, 

As bufie beis dois to thair hyfe. l8# 

Howbeit thair wes flane monie roan, 

Yit wichtlie ovir the wallis thay wan. 

Tfee fquyer formcft of them all, 

Plantit the banir ovir the wall ; 

And 
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igv^ than began the mortal! fray, 285 

Thair wes not ellis hot ta'k and flay. 

Than Makparland that maid the praiJ, 
From time he faw the fquyeris face : 
Upon his kneis he did him yeild, 

Eted^erand him baith fpeir and feheild, «0O' 

The fquyer hartilie hiro refavir, 
Commandand that he fuld be favit : 
And fa did flaik that mortall feld, 
Sa that na man wes put to deid. 

Ill ire waird was Mak far land feifit, n^g 

And leit the laif gang quhair thay plaifit* 

And fa this fquyer amorous, 

Seigit and wan the ladies houSr 

And left thairin ane capitanr. 

Syne to Strathcrm returnit agane 5 ^ob 

Quhair that he with his fair ladie, 

RefTavit wes full plefantlic. 

And to tak reil did him convoy. 

Judge ye gif thair wes mirth and ]oy» 

Howheit the chalmei* dure wes cloifity joj 

They did bot kis, as I fappoifit. 

Gif uther thing wes them betwene, 

Let them difcover that luiteris be»e: 

For I am not in lufe exparr,» 

And never ftudyit in that atr. fii 

Thus they remainit in merines, 

Beleifand never to have dill rtfs. 

In that meine lime ihls ladie fiir, , . .. ..< 

Ane douchter to the fquyer bair: 

' Ver. 314. She bote another child t<> him. LinJfay^ ib. 

NaDO 
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Naoe fund wes fairer of vifage. }t j 

Than tuke the (quyer fie courage 

Agane the m^rrie time of May, 

Threttie he put in his luferayi 

In fcarlot fyne, and of hew grene t 

Q^hilk wes ane femelie (icht to fene* 32# 

The gentilmen in all that land, 
Wer glaid with him to mak ane band ; 
And he wald plainelie tak thair partis. 
And not defyring hot thair hartis* 

Thus levit the fquyer plerandlie, 33^ 

With mufick and with menftralie. 
Of this ladie he wes fa glaid, 
Thair micht na forrow mak him fad. 
Ilk ane did uther coilfolatioan, 

Tairyand upon difpenfatioun. 3J« 

Had it cum hame, he had hir bruikit, 
Bot or it come, it was mifcuikit ; 
And all this game he bocht full deir, 
As ye at lenth fall efter heir* 

Of warldlie joy it wes well kend, J3^ 

That forrow bene the fatall end ; 
For jeloufie and fals invie, 
Did him purfew richt cruellie. 
I merveli not thocht it be fo^ 
For they wer ever Luiferis fo« 3^0 

Ver. 330. He intended to marry her as foon as the pope's 
licence arrived. Lindfay^ ib. 

QuhairthrofT 
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Quhairthrow he ftude in monie ane flour, 
Ad4 ay defendit his honour. 

Ane cruell knicht dwelt neir hand b/, 
Quhiik at this fquyer had invy. 

Imaginand inrill his hart, j^r 

How he thir luiferis micht depart, 
Aad wald have had hir maryand, 
Ane gentilman within his land. 
The quhiik to him wes neir in blude, 
Bot iinallie for to conclude, ^g^ 

Thairto fcho wald never aflcnt. 
-Qiihairfoir the knicht fet his intent, 
^his nobiil fqoyer for to deilroy ; 

And fwore, he fuld never have joy 

In till his hart without remeid, 3^5 

TiU ane of thame wcr left for deid. 
This vailyand fquyer manfully. 

In einifl or play did him defy. 

Offcrand himfelf for to affaill, 

Bodie for bodie in battai>]. jg^ 

The knicht thairto not condifcendit, 

Bot to betrais him ay intendit. 
Sa it fell anis upon ane day, 

In EMnburgh^ as I hard fay. 

This fquyer and the ladie trew, ^6# 

Was thair jufl matteris to perfew. 

That cruell knicht full of invy, 

Gart hald on thame ane fecreit ipy, 

Vcr. 343. Stirling of Keir, lb. 

Ver. 3^8. Luke Stirling, uncle of the formci, lb. 

Qiibeii 
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Qahen thai fuld pas furth of the ttAxtti 

For this fqayeris confudoun ; ^f4' 

Qohilk traiflit no than fuld him greite» 

Nor of treflbun had no beleive. 

Atd tuik his licence from his oifl| 

And libcrallie did pay his coift. 

And fa dcpanit blyith and nrjirrici jjj 

With purpois to pas ovir the ferrit. 

He wes hot auchifdm in hi& rout, 
POf of danger he had no dout« 
The fpy came to the knicjit anon^^ 
And him informit hovr thay wer gone* j8o 

Than gadderit he his m«n in hy. 
With thrie fcoir in his company ; 
A^wterit Weill in feir of weir. 
Sum with bow, and fam with fpeif* 
And on the fquyer followit faft» 485 

Till thay did fee him at the laft ; 
With all his men licht weill arrayit. 
With cruel] men nathing effrayit* 

And qahen the la die faw the rout, 
God wait gif fcho dude in greit dout. 31^9 

(Qaod fcho) ** Your enemies I fee, 
■* Thairfoir, fweit harr, I reid yew fi6 ; 
•• In the cuntrey I will be kend, 
•* Ye ar na partie to deftnd. 
•* Yeknaw yone knichiis crucltie, 
'* That in his hart hes no me^cie. 
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Vcr. 376. At Leith, lb. The afiair happened beneath Holy 
Rood chapel; ib. 
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«* It is bot ane that thay wald ha?e, 
*' Thairfoir, deir hart, yourfclf ye fave. ^ 

'^ (Howbeit thay tak me with this trane» 
** I fal be fone at yow agane.) > 400 

** For ye war never fa hard flaid.'* 
** Madame'' (quod he) ** be ye not raid: 
•* For be the halie Trinities 
** This day ane. fate I will not fle/* 

And be he had endit this word, 4^5 

He drew ane lang twa bandit fword : 
And |]iut his aucht men in array. 
And bad that thay fuld tak na fray< 
Than to the fq^yer cryit the knicht, 
And faid, '^ Send me the ladie bricht : 410 

** Do ye not (a, be Goddis croce^ 
** I fall hir tak away perforce/* 
The fquyer faid, ** Be thow ane knichf, 
*' Cum furth to me and fhaw the richt* 
*^ Bot hand for hand without redding, 41 j 

*< That thair be na mair blade ihedding* 
*^ And gif thow winnis me in the field, 
** I fall my ladic to the yei Id.** 
The knicht durft not for all his land, 
Fecht with this fquyer hand for hand^ 4iO 

The fquyer than faw no remeid. 
But ottther to fecht, or to be deid. 
To hevin he liftit up his riliige, 
Cryand to God with hie courage. 
'* To the my quarrell I do recommend !^' 41^ 

Syne bowtit fordwart with ane bend 3 

O tV'itk 
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With countenance baith bnuld and floaty 

He rudelie rufhit in that rout. 

With him his litill coaipamCy 

Quhilk them defendit maafullie. ^^o 

The fqxiyer with his biraeifl brand, 

Amang his fa men maid fie hand : 

That GAUT)£FERy as (ays the letter. 

At Gadderh Ftrrit faucht no better. 

Hi9^ fword he fwappit fa about, ^ j ^ 

That he grcit roum maid in the rout : 

And lyke ane man that was difpairit, 

His wapoun fa on thame he wairk, 

Quhome ever he hit, as I hard fay, 

Thay did him na mair deir that day« 440 

Quha ever come within his boundis. 

He chaipit not but mortall woundis. 

Sam mutilate w^r, and fum wer ilane. 

Sum fled, and come not yit agane. 

He hat the knicht above the breis, 44 j 

That he fell fordwart on his kneis. 

Wer not Thome Gifpard did him fave. 

The knicht had fone bene in his grave* 

Bot than the fquyen with his brand, 

Hat Thomas Giffaru on the hand : 45^ 

Rom that time furth during his lyfe, 

He never weildit fword noc knyfe* 

Than come ane fort as brim as beins^ 

And in him feftnit fy(cej>e fpeirifi. 

In purpois to have borne him doan: 45$ 

Bot he as forcie campioun 

Amang 
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thai wicht men \rracht gfeit wounder, 
hai fpeiris he fchore in fundier. 
irfl cum neir him hand fbr hand, 
he boundis of his brand. 460 

(vorthie fquyer courageous, 
e compairit to Tydeu&: 
aucht for to defend his tichtis, 
/ of Thebii fyftie knichtis. 

«D with BratidweU his bricht braila, 465 

lever better hand for hand ; 
WIN aganis Golibras; 
YVBR with PhaRambras. 
5 faticht that day als Weill, 
iirGRfME aganis Grays TE ILL. ' 470 

ar fay, he wasds abiU., 
knicht of the round tabill : 
his honour mair avance, 
I of thay knichtis perchance* 
ijlk I offer me to preif, 475 

ye pleis, firs, with ydur leif. 
g thay knichts wes m^id anC baud, 
ly fuld fecht bot hand for hand : 
hat thair fuld come no mo ; 
is Squyer it dude not fo. 480 

/art flour quha wald difcryfe, 
ine man their come ay fyfc, 
Q that this cruell tyrane Knicht 
Squyer fa wounder wicht: 
1 no micht him to deftroyi 485 

hart thair grew fie noy ; 
was abill for to rage, 
man micht his ire alTwage. 

O 2 " Fy 
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*' Fy on us !** faid he to his men, 

<* Ay aganis ane fen we ar ten« j^ 

** Chaip he away» wc are efchamic, 

** Like cowartis we fal be defamit. 

«* I had rather be in hellis pane, 

^* Or he fuld chaip fra us unilane.'* 

And callit thrie of hb companie, 49J 

Said» '* pas behind him quyetlie/^ 

And fa thay did richt fecretlie) 

And came behind him cowartlie, 

And hackit on his hochis and theis. 

Till that he fell upon his kneis. ^e# 

Yit quhen his fchankis wer fchorne in funder, 

Upon his kneis he wrocht greit wounder* 

Sweipand his (word round about, 

Not haifand of the deith na dout* 

Durft nane approche within his boundis, 50$ 

Till that his craell mortall woundis 

Bled ia, that he did fwap in fwoun ; 

I'erforce behuifit him than fall doun* 
And quhen he lay upon the ground. 

They gaif him moniecruell wound ; ^10 

That men on far mkht heir the knokkis. 

Like boucheouris hakkand on thair flokks. 

And finallie without remeid^ 

They left him lyand thair for deid. 

With ma wonndis of fword and knyfc^ 5I j 

Nor ever had man that keipit lyfe. 
Qnhat fuld I of thir traitouris fay ? 

Qnben thay had done thay fled away* 

Bot than this lufliie ladie fair. 

With doieat hart fcho maid He cair ; 52« 

Qubilk 
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Qohilk wes greit pietie for to reheirs. 
And langfum for to put in ^ers. 
With teiris fcho wrnfche his bludle face, 
Sichand with manic load allace. 
<« Allace !** quod fcho, «' that I was bbrnc! Jij 

** In my querrell thow art forlorne. 
*^ Sail never man efter this hour, 
** Of my bodie have meir plefbur. 
** For thow was gem of gentilnes, 
*• And werie well of worthlnes.** 530 

Than to the eirth fcho ru(hit doun, ^ 

And lay intill ane deidlie fwoun* 
Be that the regent of the land, 
Fra Edinburgh come fad rydand : 
Sir Anthonie Darsie wes his name, 535 

Ane knicht oi France and man of fame, 
Quhilk had the guiding haillUie, 
Under Joune duke oiAllanie ; 

Quhilk wes to our young king Tutour, 

And of all Sc$ttanJ G^vernour. 540 

(Our king was bot fyve yeiris of age. 

That time quhen done wes the outrage,) 

Quhen this gude knicht the fquyer faw. 

Thus lyand in till his deid thraw. 

«* Wo is me !** (quod he) " to fee this ficht, 545 

«* On the, quhilk worthie wes and wicht. 

^ Wald God that I had bene with the, 

•* As thow in France was anis with me. 

Ver. 535. Be la Baftie* Lindfay's Hift.— Darcy Dominus de 
la Bafty. Epift. Reg. Sc. 
Ver. 541. James V. was born in May 15 11. Hence the date 

I e 1 6 omitted in Lindfay's Hii^. p^ 

^ O 3 *' Into 



198 S a. U I R K 

•* Into the land of Picardy^ 

" Quhair Inglit men had grcit invy ^JO 

«• To have me llane, fa they intendit; 

** Bot manfuUie thow me defendit : 

** And vailyeandlic did favc my lyfc. 

** Was never man with fword nor knyfe, 

•* Nocht Hercules, 1 dar wcill fay, jjj 

** That ever faucht better for ane day» 

<< Defendand me within ane ftound, 

*• Thow dang feir SutherQjtn to the ground. 

**- I may the male no help, allace ; 

*' Bot I fall follow on the chace, 560 

** Richt fpedilie baith day and nicht, 

'* Till I may get that crueU knicht. 

*' I mak ane vow, gif I may get him, » 

'' In till ane prefoun I fall fet him* 

*■ And quhen I heir that thow beis deid, 565 

<* Than fall my handis ftraik of his head." 

With that he gave his hors the fpurris, 
And fpedelie flaw ovir the furris. 
He and his gaird with all tbair michr, 
They ran till thai ovirtuik the knicht. ^jro 

Quhen he approchit he lichtit doun. 
And like ane vailyeandcampioun: 
He tuik the tyrane prefonar, 
And fend him. backward to Dumiar. 
And thair remainit in prefoun, 575 

Ane certane time in that dungeoun. 

Let him ly thair with mekil cair. 
And ipeik we of our hcynd fquyar ; 

Of 
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Of quhone we cannot fpeik bot gude t 
Quhen he lay bathand in his blude. 
His freindis and his ladie fair, 580 

They maid for him fie dule and cair ; 
Quhilk wer greit pletie to deploir. 
Of that matter I fpeik no moir. 
Thay fend for leiches haiftelie, 

Syne buir his bodie tenderlie : 56 j 

To ludge into ane fair ludgyne, 
Qiihair he reflavit medicyne* 
The greiteft Leichis of the land^ 
Come all to him without command* 
And ^11 pradiikis on him provit, '^o 

Becaus he was fa weill belovir. 
Thay tuik on hand his life to fave. 
And he thame gaif quhat they wald have. 
Bot he fa lang lay into pane. 

He turnic to be ane Chirurgiane : 59 j 

And als be his naturall ingyne. 
He lemit the Art of Medicyne. 
He faw thame on his bodie wrochr, 
Quhairfoir the Science wes deir bocht. 

fiot efterward quhen he was haill, 600 

He fpairit na coid: nor yit travaill. 
To preif his pra6likis on the pure ; 
And on thame previt monie ane cure: 
On his expeniis without rewaird. 
Of money he tuik na regaird« 60c 

Vcr. 600. He lived fifty years after. Lindiay, i&. or till 1566 s 
bat this is furely a niftake of Pitscotie. 

O 4 Yit 
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Yit fum thing will we commoiin mair 
Of this Ladie, quhilk maid greit cair, 
Quhilk to the Squyer wes mair pane, 
Nor all his woandis in certane. 

And than his freindis did conclude, 6id^ 

Becaus fcho micht do him qa gude. 
That fcho fuld tak her leif and go, 
Till hir cuntrie, and fcho did (6 : 
Bot thir luiferis met never agane, 
Quhilk wes to thame ane leftaud pane. 6i^ 

For fcho aganis hir will wes maryit, 
Quhairthrow hir weird (cho daylie waryic« 

llowbeit hir bodie wes abfent, 
Hir tender hart wes ay prefent : 

Baith nicht and day with hir Squyar, ($2Q 

Wes never Creature that maid dc cair* 
PfiNBLOPE for Ulisses, 
I >vait, had never mair diflres. 
Nor Crbsseid for trew Troylus, 
Wes not tent part fa dolorous. 625 

i wait it wes aganis hir hart, 
That fcho did from hir Lufe depart. 
]^ELEN£ had not ia mekill noy, 
Qijhen fcho perforce wes brocht tp Troy. 
I leif hir than with hart full fpre, 63P 

And fpeik now of this Squyer more. 

*Quken this Squyer wes haill and found, 
^od foftlie micht gang on tbe ground : 
To the regent he did complane ; 
Bot he allace wes richt fone flane 6^^ 

Ver. 635. In 15 17. 

Be 
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Be Davi D Hume of WedJerhumn 
The quhilk gart monie Frenchemen murne. 
For thair was nane mair nobill Knicht, 
Mair vailyeand, mair wyfe, mair wicht« 

And Tone efter that cruelde, 640 

The Knicht was put to libertie. 
The quhiik the Squyer had oppreftt 
6a wes his matter left undrefl. 
Becaus the King was young of age» 
Than tyrannis rang into thair rage* 64^ 

Bot efterward| as I hard fay, 
On Strivilittg brig upon ane day : 
This Knicht was ilane with crueltie. 
And that day gate na mair mercie, 
Nor he gaif to the young Squyar, 6jo 

I fay na mair, let hjim ly thair. 
For cruell men ye may weill fet» 
They end oft times with crueltie. 
For Chrifl to Peter faid this word, 
Quha ever ftraikis with ane fword ; 6 j{ 

That man fal be with ane fword flane, 
That faw is fuith, I tell you plane. 
He men is quha ftraikis cruellle, 
Aganis the Law without mercie. 

Bot this Squyer to nane offendir, 660 

Bot manfuUie him felf defendit* 
Wes never man with fword nor knyfe, 
Mickt faif thair honour and thair lyfe^ 
As did the Squyer all his dayis, 

^yith monie terribill effrayis. 665 

Wald 
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Wald I at lentil his lyfe declair» 

I micht Weill writ ane uther quair* * . 

Bot at this time I may not mend it, 

Bot (haw you how the Squycr emlk. 

Thair dwelt in Fjft ane agit Lord, 67^ 

That of this Squyer hard record : 

And did defire richt hartfnllie, * 

To have him in his companie. 

And fend for him with diligence. 

And he con^e with obedisnce. 675 

And lang time did with him remane. 

Of quhome this agit Lord was fane. 

Wyfe men dciiris commounlie 
' Wyfe men into thair companie. 

For he had bene in monie ane Land, 68a 

In Fhtnderis^ France^ and in Jwgfofuii 

Qohairfoir the Lord gaif him the cure. 

Of his hoofehold I yow affure. 

And in his Hall cheif Merfchall 

And auditour of his comptis all* 685 

He was ane richt Caarticiane, 
^ And in the Law ane Pra6ticiane. 

Quhairfoir during this Lordis lyfe, 

Schyref depute he wes in Fy/e^ 

To everie man ane eqgall Judges ' 690 

And of the pure he wes refuge. 

And with J u (lice did thame fupport, 

And curit their fairis with greit comfort. 



Vcr. 670. Lord Lindf^K* ? 



For 
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For as I did reheirs before, 695 * 

Of medicine he tuke the Lore, 

Qiihen he faw the Chirurgiencc 

Upon him do thair diligence. 

Experience maid him perfyte 

And of the Science tuke fic delytc yoo 

That he did monie thriftie cure. 

And fpeciallie upon the pure. 

Without rewaird for his expenfis. 

Without regaird or recompeniis* 

To gold, to filver, or to rei>t, yoj 

This nobill Squyer tuke litill tent. 

Of all this warld na mair he craifit, 

Sa that his honour micht be faifir. 

And ilk yeir for hi^ Ladie's faik, 

Ane Banket Royall wald he maik. jio 

And that he maid on the Sonday, 

Precedand to Afchwednifday. 

With wyld fouil, venifoun and wyne: 

With tairt, and flam, and frutage fyne: 

Of 3ran and Geill thair wes na ikant| ^i j 

And Ipocras he wald not want. 

I have fene fittand at his Tabill, 

Lordis and Lairdis honorabill, 

With Knichtis and monie ane gay Squyar, \ 

Quhilk H er to lang for to declair : j20 

With mirth, mafick, and men(lrallie. 

All this he did for his Ladle, ' 

And for hir faik during his lyfe, 

Wald never be weddit to ane wyfc. 

And 
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Afid qohen he did detlyne to age, 
Ke faillit never of his courage. 72; 

Of ancient ftoryis for to tell, 
AboTe all other he did precell* 
fia that everslk Creature, 
To heir him fpeik thay take plefure. 

Bot all bis deidis honorabill, 730 

For to defcryve I am not abill. 
Of cverie man he was commendit. 
And as he leivit, fa he endit. * 

Flefandlie till he micht indure» 

Till doknt deitb come to his dure : 735 

And cruellie with his mortall dart. 

He flraik the Squyer throw the hart. 

His faull with Joy Angelicall, 

Paft to the Hevin Imperial!. 

Thus at the Strut her ipto Fjfe^ 74a 

This nobill Squyer loift hisrlyfe. 

I pray to Chrift for to convoy, 

All iic trew Luiferis to his Joy. 

Say ye Amen for Cheritie. 

Adew, ye get na mair of me* 745 



The 



M E t D R U M. 2^ 

Tcftament of the nobiU 
and vailyeand Squyer Williame Meldrii 
of the Bynnis. Gompylit be Sir Da- 
vid Lyndefay of the Mont^ kc 

I. 

The HoHc man Job, ground of paci^fice^ 
In his greit trubill crewlie did report, 
Qahilk I perfave now be Experience, 
That mennis lyfe in eirth bene wounder (hort. 
My youth is gane, and eild now dois relbrt ; 
My time is gane, I think it bot ane dreame, 
Yit efter deith remane fall my gude ^me» 

11. 
I perfave ihortlie, that I man pay my deC, 
To me in drth no place ben permanent : 
My hart on it no mair now will I fet» 
Bot with the help of God omnipotenr. 
With reiblute mind go mak my Teflameat : 
And tak my leif at cuntriemen, and kyn, t 

And all the warld, and thus I will begyn. 

in. 

Thrie Lordis to me (al be Executouris, 
L I M DEs AT 18 all thrie in furname of reaoun : 
Of my Teftament thay fall have hail the curls. 
To put my nund till ezecutioun. 



That 
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That Surname failyeit never to the Croun; 
Na mair will thay to me I am richt Aire, 
Quhilk is the caus that I give them the cure, 

IV. 
Firft David Erll of Craufuird wife and wicht. 
And Johns Lord Lindbsay my maifler (pecial. 
The thrid ikl be anc aobill travellit Knxcht, 
Quhiik knawis the coiflis of Feiflis funeral : 
The wife Sir Walter Lindes ay they him caU 
Lord of S. Juhne^ and Knicht of Forficbantj 
Be fey and land ane vatlyeand Capitane* 

V. 

Thocht age hes maid my bodie impotent^ 
Yet in my hart hie courage doeth precell : 
Quhairfoir I Icif to God with gude intent. 
My fpreir, the quhilk he hes maid immortal; ' 
Intill his Court perpetuallie to dwell : 
And nevir moir to fteir furth of that fteid 
Till Chrifl defcend andjadgebaith quick and deid» 

VL 
I yow befeik my Lordis ExecutOuris, 
My geir gcve till the nixt of my Kynrent : 
It is well kend, I never tuik na cureS| 
Of conquering of riches nor of Rent.; 
Difpone as ye thmk maifl otpedient : 
I never taik cure of gold more than of gla» ; 
Without honour, fy iy upon Riches* 
lY. 4. SeePitfcottie. p.263. 

VII.l 
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vir. 

I yow requeid my friendis ane and all, 
And nobill men, of quhome I am defcendlt : 
Faill not to be at my M& funeral], 

uhilk throw the warld I trarft fal be commendit» 
Y e Icnaw how that my fame I have defeodit 
During my life unto this latter hour, 
Qjihilk fuld to yow be infinit plefour. 

VIII. 
Firft of my Bowdlis clenge my bodie deoe^ 
Within and out, fyne wefche it weill with wyne : 
Bot honeflie fee that nothing be feoe. 
Syne clois it in ane cdifllie carvit fchryne, 
Of Ceder treis, or of Cyper fyne : 
Anoynt my corpei with Bakne deHciou8» 
With Cynamome and Spycis precious. « 

IX. 

In twa caiffis of gold and precious ihinis» 
Inclois my hart and toung richt crafcelie ; 
My fepulture fyne gar mak for my banis, 
Into the Tern pell of Mars triumpbandh'e^ 
Of marvili Hanis carvit richt curioullie ; 
Quhairin my Kift and banis ye fall clois 
In that triumphand lempill to repois. 

X- 
Mars, Venus, and Mercurzus^ all thre. 
Gave me my natural inclinatiounis ; 
Quhilk rang the day of my nativitie, 

St, vlii. This part is merely poetical. 

And 
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And (a their htvinlie coaflellatiounis^ 
Did me fapport in monie Natiounis, 
Mars maid me hardie like an^ feirs lyoun, 
Qahairthrow I conqueift honour and renoun** 

xr; 

Quho lift to knaw the adtis Bellical, 
Let thame ga reid the legend of my life ; 
Thair fall thai find the deidis martialt 
How I have (land in monie (lalwart flrife : 
Vi£toriou(lie with fpeir, (heild, fword and knife^ 
Quhairfoir to Mars the God Armipotent 
My corps incloifit ye do till him prefent^ 
XIL 

Mak ofiering of my toung Rhetorically ; 

Till Mercurius quhilk gaif me eloquence,^ 
In ills Tempill to hing perpetaall, 
I can roak himni^ better recompence ; 
For quhen I was brocht to the prefence. 
Of Kings in Scotland^ Ingland^ and in France^ 
My oi;nate toung my honour did avance. 

XIII. 
To frefche Venus my hart ye fall prefent,. 
Quhilk has to me bene ay comfortabill i' 
And in my face iic grace fcho did imprent^ 
All creatures did think me amiabilL 
Wemen to me fcho maid fa favorabill ; 
^es never Ladie that luikit in my face^ 
Iktt hoaeilHe I did obtene hir grace. 
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^ XIV. 

My friend Sir David Lyndsay of the M^i 
Sail put in ordoiir my Proceffioun; 
I will that thair pas formed in the front 
To beir my penfeil ane wicht Campioun^ 
With him anfe band of Mars his Religioun, 
That is to fay, in fteid of Monkis and Freirisi 
tn gUde ordour ane thowfand hagbutteris. 

XV. 

Nixt them ane thowfand futemeh in ane rout. 
With fpeir and fheild, with buckler, bow and brand, 
Ib ane luferay young flalwart men and flout. 
Thridlie in ordour thair fall cum ane band, 
,Of npbill meoi abill to wraik thair harmes ; 
Thair Capitane with my (landartin his hand 
On bairdit hors ane hundreth men of armes. 
XVL^ 

Amang that band my baner fal be borne^ 
Of filver fchcne, thrie ottcris into fabill : 
With tabrodn, trumpet, clarion n, and horne. 
For men of armei veri convenabill, 
Nixt efter them ane campioun honorabill; 
Sail beir my bafrict with my funerall, 
Syne cftcf him in ordour triumphall, 

XVJI. 

My arming fvirord, my gluifis of plait, and flieild 
Borne be ane forcic campioun or ane knicht ; 
Quhilk did me ferve in monie dangerous feild. 
Nixt efter him ane man in armour bricht. 

Vol. I. P Upon 
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Uponane Jonet or ane curfour wicht ; 
The quhilk fal be ane inan of greit hoQtQ^r^ 
Upon ane ipeir to beir my colt armour. 

XVIIL 

Syne nixt my beir (all cum my cors-prefent 
My bairdie hors, my harnes, and my fpeir; \ 

With Aim greit man of my awin kynrent, 
As I wes wont on my bodie to beir : 
During my time quhen I went to the weir, 
Quhilk fal be offerit with ane gay garment, 
To Mars his Prcift at my Interremcnt* 

XIX. 
!Dulll weidts I think hypocriiie and ftiornry 
With huidis heklit doun ovirtbort tbair ene» 
With men of armes my bodie fal be borne. 
Into that band fee that no bJak be fene. 
My lufcray fal be reid, blew, and grene. 
The reid for Mars, the grenc for frefhe VENUf» 
The blew for lufe of God M£RCURius« 

XX. 
About my beir fall ryde ane multitude 
All of ane luiferay of my cullouris thrie, 
Erles and Lordis, Knichtis, and men of gude^ 
Ilk Barroun beirand in his hand on hie, 
Ane Lawrer branche iniigne of vidtoric, 
Becaus I fled never out of the feild. 
Nor yit as prefoner unto my fois me yeild. 

XXI* Agane 
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XXI. 

Agane that day faill not to wame and call 
All men of mafick^ and of menftrallie; 
About my beir with mirthis muficall. 
To dance and ling with hevinlie harmonicy . 
C2uhai8 plefant found redound fall in the Dky ; 
My fpreit I wait fal be with mirth and joy. 
Quhairfoir with mirth my corpes ye fal convoy. 

XXIL 
This beand done and ail thing reulit richt. 
Than plefantlie mak your progrcflloun : 
Quhilk I beleif fal be ane plefant ficht, 
Se that ye thoill na Preift in my procedioun. 
Without he be of Venus profcffioun : 
Quhairfoir gar warne al Venus chapel clarks^ 
Quhilk hes bene moit exercit in hir warkis* 

XXIII. 
With ane Biichop of that religioun, 
Solemnitlie gar thame fing my faull mes. 
With organe, timpane, trumpet and clarion. 
To fhaw thair Mufick, dewlie them addres, 
I will that day be hard no hevines : 
I will na fervice of the requiem, 
Eot alleluya with melodic and game. 

XXIV. 

Efter the Evangell and the O^rtour, 
Throw all the tempill gar proclame filence : 
Than to the pulpet gar ane Oratour, 
Fas up and fchaw in oppin audience, 

P a Solempnitlic 
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Solempnitlle with ornate eloquence ; 
At grcit lafer the legend of my life, 
How I have fland in monie flalwart flrife. 

XXV. 

Quhcn he hes red my buik fra end till end^ 
And of my life maid trew narratioun ; 
All creature I wait will rne commend^ 
And pray to God for my falvatioun ; 
Than efter this folempnizatioun ; 
Of fervice trew, and all brocht to ane end ; 
With gravitie than with my bodie wend* 

XXVI, 

And dois it up into my fepulture, 
, Thair to repois till the greit judgement; 
The quhilk may not corrupt I yow affiire^ 
Be vertew of the precious oyntment, 
Of balme, and uther fpyccs redolent. 
Let not be rung for me that day fauU knellii 
Eot greit cannoynis gar them crank for'bellis, 

XXVII. 

Ane thoufand hakbuttis gar fchute al at anis 
With fwcfche, talburnis, and trumpettis awfuUie; 
Lat never fpair the poulder nor the llanis, 
Quhais thundring found redound fall in the iky, 
That Mars may heir quhair he triuniphandlie 
Above Phebus is iicuate full evin, 
Maift awfuU God under the fternie hevin. 



XXVIII. 
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XXVIIL 
And fyne hing up above py fepulture. 
My bricht harnes, my fcheild and als lay ipeir; 
Togidder with my courtlie coit armour, 
Quhilk I wes wont upon my bodie beir. 
In France, in Ingland., being at the weir; 
My baner, bafrier, with my temperall^ 
As bene the ufe of feiflis funerall. 

XXIXp 
This beand done, I pray yow tak tKe pane, 
jMy epjtaphe to writ upon this wyis, 
' Above my grave in goldin letteris fyne : 
The maist invi^jicibill \yEiRiouR heir lyis, 
puring his tim^e, qjjhilk wan sic laud anp pr yi$, 
That throw the hevinis sprang his nobil fame: 
Victorious William Meldrum was his name. 

XXX. 
Adew, my Lordis, I may na langer tarie. 
My Lord LiNDESAY, adew above all uther : 
I pray to God, and to the yixgiti^ Marie, 
With your Lady to leif lang in the Strutber j 
^aifterPATRiK, with young Normond your brother j 
With my ladeis, your fifleris, all adew ! 
My departing I wait Weill ye will rew» 

XXXL 

Bot maifl of all the fair Ladies of France^ - 
Quhen thai heir tell but dput that I am deid ; 
Extreme dolour will change thair countenance. 
And for my faik will weir the murning weid ^ 
Quhen *thir novellis doisinto hglami (]^xtiA : 

5 Of 
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Of Lombun than the luflxe ladies ckir, 
Will for my faik mak dule and drerie cheir. 

XXXIL 
OfCraigfergus my dayis darling adewr,^ 
In all Ireland of itmimtit the flour; 
In your querrell twa men of weir I flew, 
Quhilk purpofit to do yow diflionour. 
Ye fuld have bene my fpoas and paramour. 
With rent and riches for my recompence, 
Quhilk I refufit throw youth and infolence. 

XXXIII. 
Fair Weill ye lemant lampis of luftines 
Of fair Scotland sidtw my Ladies all , 
During my youth with ardent befines. 
Ye knaw how I was in your fervice thrall, * 
Ten thowfand times adew above thame all; 
Sterne of Stratherne my Ladie Soverane, 
For quhom I iched my Uud with mekill pane* 

XXXIV. 
Yit wald my Ladie luke at evin and morrovr 
On my legend at lenth fcho wald not mis. 
How for hir faik I fufferit mekill forrow, 
Yit give I micht at this dme get my wis, 
Of hir fweit mouth deir God I had ane kisi 
I wis in vane, allace we will diflever, 
I fay na mair, fweit hart adew for evert 



XXXV* 
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XXXV. 
Brethcr in Armes, adew in generally 
For me I wait your hards bene full foir ; 
All trew companyeonnis into fpecialL 
I fay to yovft adew for evennoir* 
Till that we meit agane with God in gloir ; 
Sir Curat now gif me incontinent. 
My Cryfme with the holie Sacrament* 

XXXVL 

My fpreit faartlie I recommend 
InmanustuaSy Domint, 
My hoip to the is till aftend ; 
Rex 9 quia ndmtfti me; 
Fra fyn xtfimxifti me\ 
Or ellis my faull had bene forlorne ; 
With fapience docuifti me. 
Blift be th« hour that thow wes borne. 
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